
“Turning Around” 

Mark 1:14-20 

January 24, 2021 

 

     A high school senior asked his football coach if he would be willing to fill out a recommendation form to 

help him get into college.  The coach said he would be happy to fill out the form, which contained several 

questions.  When the coach came to the question which asked if he thought the student was a leader, the coach 

responded honestly by writing, “No, but he is an excellent follower.”  One month later the student told the 

coach he had been accepted into the college and he thanked the coach for his support.  About that same time the 

coach received a letter from the dean of the university where the student applied, thanking the coach for his 

honesty saying, “Since the entering freshman class of 5000 students has 4999 leaders, we thought that there 

ought to be room for one follower.” 

     Unlike the entering freshman class of that college, every church has just one leader – Jesus, and we have 

come together today to hear Him encourage and strengthen us in the tasks that He calls us to do as His 

followers.  He speaks to us in His Word today and the first thing He tells us in our Gospel lesson is, “The time 

is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 

     The first words of Jesus’ ministry were “The time is fulfilled.”  In the world that God had created, He placed 

human beings, Adam and Eve, to have a relationship with them.  Initially they were in perfect harmony with 

God and nature and each other.  God loved them and they loved God.  But then they decided that they could do 

better on their own.  They turned away from God and the result was disharmony and chaos.  Sin entered the 

world through them, destroying their relationship with God, and that sin has infected each one of us, we are 

born with it, and it causes us to turn away from God.  But God loved His creation so much that He was not 

going to give up on it.  He had a plan that at the right time He would restore the relationship He originally had 

with people. 

     So Jesus appears on the scene and announces that the time has come for God to fulfill His plan.  Now this 

time was not so much a calendar date as it was more like a decisive time.  Think of it like in World War II when 

the Allies decided on just the right day for the Normandy invasion: D-day.  All kinds of preparation went into 

planning for that day, including the morning tides on the beaches, the locations of the opposing troops, the 

element of surprise, and even the weather all had to be just right.  It wasn’t just June 6, 1944; it was the day.  

And that day, the right day, changed history.  Jesus is saying in this text that since He has now arrived on the 

scene, all the prophecies from the Old Testament about God’s plan and a Savior were now fulfilled in Him.  

History was now going to change. 

     All of time was leading up to this moment.  Jesus is the decisive turning point in the history of this world.  

Everything changes because He has arrived.  The exact date of His arrival is not important, but that He came into 

this world is important.  All of history turns on what Jesus would do.  And what would He do?  He says the 

kingdom of God is at hand.  Now Jesus is not so much talking about a place when He uses the word, “kingdom,” 

instead He is talking about the authority or power of God in this world and in our lives.  So He says in Him the 

kingdom of God has come. 

     But not in the way the people back then were expecting.  They were expecting the Messiah to get rid of the 

foreign government ruling their nation.  They were expecting that there would be no more poverty, famine, or 

hunger.  They were expecting a place that would be safe and peaceful, where animals and children could play 

together without fear, like the prophet Isaiah had talked about hundreds of years earlier saying on that day, “The 

wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and 

the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them.  The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie 

down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.  The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the 

young child put his hand into the viper’s nest.” – Isaiah 11:6-8.  They were expecting that sin would be 

destroyed and everyone would worship the true God. 

     But Jesus turns those expectations upside down as their views of the Messiah were all wrong.  Jesus selects 

fishermen to be His first followers, not a powerful army.  He doesn’t hand out money to those who believe in 

Him, but simply calls them to follow Him.  He doesn’t play it safe, but is eventually arrested and crucified.  He 

doesn’t do away with sin in this world, but forgives it through His death on the cross. 



     Now the day will come when all of those expectations will come true.  At the end of time, Jesus will return 

in all His power and glory, children will safely play with wild animals, and sin will be destroyed.  But until 

then, the kingdom of God is Jesus stepping into this world and calling people to repent, to turn away from 

anything that would lead us away from Him, and to believe in Jesus, turning to Him. 

     I saw a poster one time similar to this picture that showed a group of fish swimming in one direction, and 

one fish swimming in the opposite direction.  Now the fish that was swimming in the opposite direction had a 

cross where its eye would be, and many of you know that the fish is an ancient symbol for Christianity and for 

Jesus.  So that one fish with a cross for an eye suggests that a Christian is one who has turned around 180 

degrees from the rest of the world and is headed in a different direction.  But this is not always easy for us.  

Today, most people swim in the direction of just going along with the crowd, not saying anything about Jesus.  

We’re told to keep our faith quiet.  We’re not supposed to impress our religion on to others.  Our faith is to be 

kept private and not to be shared in public, because we don’t want to offend anyone.        

     But one of the main reasons our church exists is to help people, members and nonmembers to repent, to turn 

away from anything that is leading them away from Jesus, and to follow Him.  Every one of us has an important 

role to play.  Think of it this way.  In a few weeks the National Football League will put on the Superbowl for us 

to enjoy.  Now just think of how many people are involved to make that game happen.  There are offensive and 

defensive players, starters and backups; there are coaches and equipment managers, trainers, doctors, and 

medical staff; there are front office people, owners, grounds keepers, electricians, set up crews, take down crews, 

cleaning personnel, security; there are TV announcers, production crews, editing staff, and sound technicians; 

there are pilots and flight personnel to fly the teams to the city where the game will take place, and many others 

who are involved in bringing that game to people so they can watch it.  And this is without the 80,000 people 

who normally would have been at the game in the stadium to experience it.  All of these people are needed just 

to bring us one game.  I guess we could truly call that “organized football.”  

     So we need to think of ourselves as a team working together for the purpose of bringing the Gospel of Jesus 

to people.  Every one of us has a task in the overall mission and ministry of our church.  Not everyone can be a 

quarterback or a receiver in a football game, and not everyone can be a pastor or teacher in a church, but each 

one of us must see ourselves as part of God’s organized team.            

     I think about those 4 fishermen – Andrew, Peter, James, and John – whom Jesus called to follow him.  There 

they were just going about their own fishing business, cleaning their nets by the Sea of Galilee, when suddenly 

their lives were changed, turned around, in that now they were to catch people for Jesus.  Well, you and I are 

called just like those disciples to share the Good News about Jesus with others.  We have been forgiven by His 

death and resurrection and have been given new life.  So the time is right, the time has come, let us follow our 

leader Jesus and be the best fishers of people we can be. 


