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     If you have ever served in the military or if you were in scouting, most likely you had to learn how to read a 

map.  And I don’t mean simply identifying cities and roads, but you had to learn the topography and what all of 

the lines or symbols on the map meant in order to safely and efficiently make it from one point to another.  If 

you didn’t understand all those things you might encounter hills or valleys that could add time to your travels or 

you could simply end up getting lost.  Today, though, with our GPS devises, we don’t necessarily need to 

understand all of the lines and symbols on a map as our navigation apps will tell us the easiest way to go, what 

delays or obstacles we may face, and how long the trip will take as we go from point A to point B. 

     I think the Wise Men would have appreciated some kind of GPS devise as they struggled to find the newborn 

King of the Jews.  All they had to guide them on their journey, which may have involved traveling hundreds of 

miles, was a star.  Now how did the Magi know that this star signified that the Messiah had been born?  We don’t 

know.  All we can say is that God revealed this to them.  But the fact that they found Jesus based on how little 

information they had was truly amazing. 

     If you go back about 600 years before the birth of Jesus, the Jews had been driven out of the land of Israel 

and were living in exile in Babylon.  While they were there Scripture tells us that Daniel, the one from the story 

of Daniel and the lion’s den, held some important government positions and he was appointed as Chairman of 

the Magi.  I would guess that as Daniel studied the stars with the Magi, who were made up of Gentile priests, 

astronomers, and astrologers, he must have told them about the promise God made to send a Savior from sin 

through the Israelites.  After all, why else would these Magi, 600 years later, care about the birth of a baby in 

Israel?  I think Daniel’s witness serves as a great reminder not to ever underestimate the impact of sharing our 

faith with others.  You never know how many generations of people will benefit. 

     While this star served as a guide for the Magi, it was also natural to think that the newborn king of the Jews 

must be in the capital city of Jerusalem in Israel.  Imagine what went through their minds as they made this trip.  

Would they find a huge, beautiful palace that had been built for this new King?  Would there be large groups of 

people coming from all over the world to adore Him?  Would the people be celebrating and filled with joy at the 

birth of their new King?  But as the Magi arrive in Jerusalem, filled I’m sure with great anticipation, they don’t 

find any of these things.  The star seems to have disappeared, and the Wise Men are lost.  So they started asking 

people, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?”  Imagine the surprise of the Wise Men when 

the people of Jerusalem had no clue.  Imagine the disappointment they felt after making this long trip and 

nobody seems to know anything about this newborn King.   

     This wasn’t the only problem.  Verse 3 tells us, “When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all 

Jerusalem with him.”  The people knew what kind of person King Herod was, as he had already killed several 

of his wives and children out of fear that they were trying to take his throne.  So once he heard news of a new 

king being born, he would not rest easy.  He would want Jesus dead.  Therefore, the Jews reacted with fear over 

Jesus being born instead of joy. Imagine now the confusion the Magi must have been experiencing.  Nobody 

knows about this newborn king and people are getting upset when they ask about Him.  Did doubt start to enter 

their minds at this point?  Could this whole prophecy be wrong or a hoax? 

     Ironically it was the eventual enemies of Jesus, the chief priests and scribes, who pointed the Magi in the 

right direction – to Bethlehem.  But how did those chief priests and scribes know where to look for the Savior 

when they didn’t even know He had been born?  Very simple – they checked the Scriptures, which they knew 

well.  They knew that 700 years earlier the prophet Micah had written, “And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of 

Judah…from you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.”   

     So instructed by King Herod to make a careful search for the child, the Wise Men set out for Bethlehem, 

which was only about 6 miles away, and they were overjoyed when the star appeared again and directed them to 

the exact house where Jesus lay.  I’m sure the Magi were somewhat shocked that they did not find a king 

surrounded by royalty, but instead found ordinary people in ordinary circumstances.  But they did not question 

what they had been told.  When they saw baby Jesus, they bowed down and worshipped Him, and offered Him 

their very best – gifts fit for a king.  In that child they saw and recognized the Son of God.   



     The Magi’s search revealed the hearts of people who were true believers.  So the question we need to ask 

ourselves today, as believers, is: Does our approach to our worship match that of the Wise Men?  Consider – Did 

you come here today overwhelmed with joy and reverence by the fact that Jesus, the Son of God, our Savior, was 

going to speak to you today through His Word to strengthen your faith and forgive your sins?  Or did you find 

yourself coming to worship today wondering how long the service would be, because you have things you need to 

get done at home today – such as decorations you need to take down?  If so, then you are treating Jesus as if He is 

some kind of intrusion into your life.  After all, that’s very similar to what King Herod thought.  He wanted to be 

the only king of Israel and he was pretty good at hiding his true feelings as he tricked the Wise Men into believing 

that he, too, really wanted to worship the Christ child.  But while Herod may have fooled the Magi, he could not 

fool God and neither can we.  God knows when we would rather be in places other than worship or when we don’t 

want to make time for Him. 

     But there was another group whose attitude toward the news of Jesus’ birth was perhaps even more shocking 

than Herod’s.  It was the chief priests and the scribes, the religious leaders of the land.  Why didn’t any of them 

offer to go with the Magi in order to see the newborn King and Savior of the world?  After all, they knew the 

Scriptures that said the child would be born in Bethlehem and Bethlehem was only 6 miles away.  But their lack 

of interest in searching for Jesus revealed the hearts of ones who were not believers.  True faith is not just 

knowing God’s Word, it is putting the Word of God into action – which the religious leaders failed to do. 

     Sometimes it is hard to face the reality that we actually have a lot in common with these religious leaders.  

Like them, we know God’s Word, we know many of the stories in the Bible.  We know the story of the Good 

Samaritan, but how often do we eagerly reach out to those who need help outside of the Christmas season?  We 

know the story of Jesus feeding the 5000, but how often are we willing to trust Jesus with all we have, as a boy 

gave his entire lunch to Jesus, 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish, in order to feed others?  How often do we give Jesus 

just a little or what we have leftover in our wallets and hold the rest back for ourselves? 

     How desperately we need Jesus’ forgiveness for knowing the Bible, but not putting our faith into action.  So 

what should our response be to Jesus’ love and forgiveness on this Epiphany Sunday?  The behavior of the 

Wise Men actually gives us directions.  When the Wise Men saw Jesus, they were changed.  While they did go 

home a different way as God told them in a dream in order to avoid King Herod, their trip back home was an 

entirely new journey.  Their lives had been transformed, because they had seen their Savior.  As Jesus looks at 

us today, does He see people who have been transformed?  As we leave worship today, we too, need to take a 

different route.  If you came to worship angry with a neighbor or family member, then go home and seek 

forgiveness.  If you came to worship frustrated that this pandemic messed up your normal Christmas plans, then 

go home content that Jesus loves you and promises to provide all that you need.  Every time we gather for 

worship, Jesus is with us and I pray when we leave today and every weekend, that we will be changed.  That we 

will anxious to worship, ready to serve in humble ways, and willing to faithfully give God our best, because 

that’s what wise men and women of faith do.  


