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     I was at the dentist’s office recently for my semi-annual checkup and as the hygienist was about to begin her 

work of cleaning my teeth she offered me a pair of sunglasses.  My regular hygienist was not there that day and 

I told the one who was filling in that I usually don’t need any sunglasses.  However, she told me that they 

recently had some new equipment installed and the lights that would shine in my face were pretty bright.  So I 

accepted the sunglasses and she was right the lights on the new equipment were very bright.  We started talking 

about light bulbs, how they had changed over the years, and how these small LEDs are very strong and bright. 

     In our Gospel lesson for today Jesus is on top of a mountain with 3 of His disciples – Peter, James, and John 

– and all of a sudden Jesus starts glowing like the sun, brighter than any LED light bulb, and his clothes became 

intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them.  And then Moses and Elijah appeared with Jesus.  For a 

little while Peter, James, and John had the privilege of seeing Jesus in all His glory, assuring them that He was 

indeed the Son of God, the Savior of the world.  But then, after a short time, it was over.  Moses and Elijah 

disappeared and Jesus’ appearance went back to normal.  It must have been an incredible sight.  If only we 

could see Jesus like that in all His glory; but the truth is, we have seen Him.  Paul, in our second lesson from 2 

Corinthians, wants us to know that as believers in Jesus we have seen His glory, by God’s grace through the 

gospel. 

     Paul was writing to a congregation that had some questions about his ministry, namely if he really was sent 

by God then why weren’t more people coming to worship and being converted to Christianity?  That’s a 

question every congregation could ask of themselves.  If we are doing what God wants us to do as a church, 

then why don’t we see more people becoming believers in Jesus and joining us for worship (either in person or 

online)?  Paul’s answer to that question is found in verse 4, “…the god of this world (meaning Satan) has 

blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 

who is the image of God.” 

     The reason a blind person cannot see the sun is not because the sun is not shining; it’s because the person is 

blind.  In the same way when people don’t believe the gospel message about Jesus being our Savior, it is not 

because the message is somehow defective, it’s because Satan has blinded their hearts.  We see that glory, we 

believe in Jesus, because God shined faith into our hearts.  Paul explained this in verse 6 saying, “For God, who 

said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 

God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 

     Paul takes us all the way back to the creation of the world with this text.  In the beginning darkness covered 

the universe, but that darkness was instantly shattered by light when God said, “Let there be light.”  God spoke 

and everything came into existence.  God then carefully made two people with His own hands.  He breathed life 

into them and they were to be the crown of His creation.  They were meant to live forever in the perfect world 

He had created for them.  They were to reflect the glory of their Creator as they daily lived to honor and serve 

Him. 

     But that perfect world and perfect relationship with God was soon shattered by the darkness of sin.  Adam 

and Eve disobeyed God, and just as suddenly as light had shattered darkness, now the darkness of sin shattered 

God’s perfect creation.  A relationship without sadness, a world without pain, and a life without death was 

instantly gone.  As a result, the darkness of sin hangs over all of human history.  We see it in senseless acts of 

violence.  We hear it in hateful words.  We know it as a darkness that leaves us lost, searching for ways to fix 

this broken world.  But everything we try on our own never works.  We need someone outside of this darkness 

to step in. 

     And at just the right time, over 2000 years ago, in the small Middle Eastern town of Bethlehem, God sent the 

Light of the world, His Son Jesus, to save us – fulfilling a promise He made to Adam and Eve when they 

sinned.  It is no wonder that the angels could not contain themselves on the night of Jesus’ birth, because there 

in that manger, in that one little child, God’s glory was being revealed.  That baby was none other than God 

himself, which means that baby was able to do what none of us could do.  He was able to rescue us from the 

darkness of this sinful world, and that’s exactly what that baby did. 



     Jesus grew, He lived a perfect life, and He died on a cross – taking the punishment for our sins.  But He rose 

from the dead 3 days later on Easter morning, declaring that death has no power over Him and all those who 

believe in Him will live forever in His heavenly kingdom. 

     If God had never said, “Let there be light,” light never would have come into existence.  In the same way 

had God not created faith in our hearts we too would still be in spiritual darkness.  We would not understand 

just how offensive our sins are to God and that we need a Savior.  There would be no hope of eternal life for us. 

     So why did God choose to shine faith into our hearts?  He did so out of His tremendous love for us, not 

because He was impressed with anything we did or anything He saw in us.  And that’s really humbling when 

you think about it.  Consider, when we go to the grocery store and are looking to buy some fresh fruit or 

vegetables, we always try to pick out the best bananas or the best head of lettuce from the bin, right?  The thing 

is when God looked at the bin of humanity He saw people who were rotten to their core and good for nothing.  

Still, He loved us, and instead of throwing us out He shined His love on us. 

     How do we know this?  Through the Gospel message, explains Paul in our text, for there we see God’s glory.  

The events of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection are all glorious, because through them Jesus provided eternal 

life for all people and showed us the very heart of God.   For example, Jesus’ death shows how God is just and 

cannot tolerate sin.  If God could tolerate sin, He would not have sent His Son to this world to become one of us 

and die such a horrible death.  At the same time the crucifixion shows how much God loves us.  Instead of 

punishing us, God punished His Son in our place.  Therefore, through the Gospel message, we see God’s glory, 

we see the light of His love and it changes we way we look at life. 

     It helps us to see people, relationships, and all we have in a different light.  We see them as gifts entrusted to 

us, opportunities to glorify God through our use of them.  We also see the problems of life for what they are – 

the results of living in a sinfully broken and dark world.   During those troubling moments Satan will do 

whatever he can to get us to doubt God’s love for us.  But God’s Word reminds us that our struggles will not 

last forever.  Instead, God promises to give us the strength to endure them and to one day permanently rescue us 

from them. 

     Have you ever tried buying Christmas lights in February?  If you were to go up to the customer service desk 

at Lowe’s or Walmart and ask where the Christmas lights are, we would probably get some strange looks.  We 

would be told that they are a seasonal item, so come back in September when the Christmas items are out.  

That’s actually one of the temptations we face when it comes to Jesus – we make Him a seasonal item in our 

lives.  “When I have more time; when the children are older; when my life settles down, when I retire, at 

Christmas or Easter.”  Jesus is not meant to be a seasonal Light in our life.  Jesus wants to be a permanent 

fixture in our lives and that can only take place through regular exposure to the light of Jesus, such as worship, 

as He shines powerfully through His Word.  In fact, whenever we cut back on worship, or reading and hearing 

God’s Word, we are actually cutting the amount of God’s light that reaches us.  And the more light Satan can 

block the more he can get us to buy into his lies.  We need the light of Christ to guide us through this world, to 

redirect us to the cross when we are hurting, to refresh us with His forgiveness, and to strengthen us with His 

love.  I pray that the light of Christ will continue to shine in your hearts at every season of life as you reflect the 

glorious love of Jesus, not just on Valentine’s Day, but every day in everything you do. 


