
“Trust and Obey” 

Genesis 22:1-18 

February 21, 2021 

 

     Consider for a moment how you would answer the following question: What is the worst part about school?  

Many students today might say, “Being online, away from my friends.”  When I was in school I would have 

answered, “Taking tests.”  I never enjoyed tests and I’m sure many of you feel the same way.  When I was in high 

school I used to think that some teachers gave us tests just to make life miserable for us.  Of course, as I got older, 

I learned that wasn’t true.  Teachers give tests for the benefit of their students, in that it gives students the 

opportunity to put into practice what they have learned and it helps the students to remember the things they have 

been taught. 

     Our Old Testament lesson for today from Genesis illustrates this truth that tests benefit the ones taking them.  

When God tested Abraham by commanding him to sacrifice his son, Isaac, God did so for Abraham’s benefit, 

not His own.  God already knew that Abraham loved Him more than anything or anyone else.  He didn’t need to 

test Abraham to find this out.  But He tested Abraham to give him the opportunity to consciously put God first 

in his life and in so doing learn that blessings follow.  When God tests us, it is also for our benefit.  God wants 

us to find out from experience that when we put Him first in our lives, we will be blessed. 

     But the test that God placed before Abraham was truly shocking.  God tells Abraham in verse 2, “Take your 

son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on 

one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”  This was the son Abraham waited 25 years for (at age 75 God 

told Abraham he would have a son, and that son wasn’t born until he was 100), and now God is saying he wants 

Abraham to kill him?  I’m sure Abraham would have gladly given God anything else rather than part with his son.  

Now, it’s important for us to understand that we, the readers, are the only ones who are informed that this was a 

test.  Abraham was never told by God that this was just a test and that he really wouldn’t have to go through with 

it. 

     But Abraham’s faith appears to be so great that he doesn’t even question God.  Instead, in strict obedience to 

God, he took his son, Isaac, early the next morning and headed for Moriah.  It was 50 miles to Moriah and it 

took them 3 days to get there, so this was obviously not a quick test, and I wonder if Abraham had any sleepless 

nights along the way wondering, “Does God really expect me to offer my own son as a burnt offering?”  (A 

burnt offering in those days always involved a killing, a blood sacrifice that symbolized a person’s complete 

dedication to God.)  I’m sure Satan also used those 3 days to provide plenty of logical reasons to Abraham as to 

why he should not take the life of his own son. 

     But amazingly Abraham’s faith never waivers.  When he arrives at the place where God sent Him, Abraham 

built an altar, stacked firewood on it, tied up his son, Isaac, on the altar, and raised his knife to kill him, just as 

God directed him to do.  However, at the last moment God intervened through an angel who called out to him, 

“Abraham, Abraham!  Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear 

God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”  Abraham then saw a ram caught by its 

horns in a bush, and he went and took the ram (which God had provided at this moment), killed it, and made a 

burnt offering of the ram to God. 

     As we see how Abraham responds to this test, the faith of Abraham, I think, is still beyond our 

comprehension.  For example, I can grasp the faith of a woman (in the book of Matthew) who touches a 

garment that Jesus is wearing, hoping to be healed.  After all, if it doesn’t work, she doesn’t lose anything.  I 

can grasp the faith of a blind man (in the book of Mark) sitting by the side of the road crying out for Jesus to 

heal him for the same reason.  I can even grasp the faith of a poor widow (in the book of Luke) putting two 

coins into the offering plate, which represented all she had, trusting that God would continue to provide for her.  

But a faith that would be willing to sacrifice your own child at the command of a loving God is almost beyond 

my comprehension.  However, Abraham put his faith into action by doing his part and expecting God to do His.  

What I mean by that is notice what Abraham said in verse 5.  As he arrived near the place where God wanted 

him to go, he told his servants, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and 

come again to you.”  Somehow Abraham’s faith told him: “If God commands me to kill Isaac and I obey Him, 

then God is going to have to bring Isaac back to life, because I’m telling my servants that the two of us are 

going to come back.” 



     Abraham clearly demonstrated that his trust in God was greater than his love for his son, and as a result, God 

stopped Abraham from killing his son.  The bottom line is that God would never ask Abraham or any of us to 

ever do something that He wasn’t willing to do.  And God proved this many years later when He allowed His 

only Son, Jesus, to be taken to this same area to be crucified.  Just like Isaac, Jesus did not resist, as He was 

offered as a sacrifice for our sins.  But unlike Isaac, who asked, “Where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”  

Jesus knew that He was the sacrificial Lamb; and this time the son’s death was not stopped as God allowed nails 

to be driven into Jesus’ hands and feet.  Jesus was offered as the sacrifice for our sins so that we could 

experience the forgiveness and blessings of God on our lives.  Can you imagine how hard that had to be for 

God?  God the Father, like any parent, grieved when He allowed His Son to be killed, as the Bible tells us that 

the earth shook and the skies darkened when His only Son died. 

     To obey God’s command Abraham had to disregard everything his heart and reason told him, but sometimes 

we may be asked to do what is unreasonable.  For example, about 30 years ago a man named George Keller had 

been following news stories about a serial arsonist who was terrorizing the city of Seattle.  When the 

psychological profile of the arsonist was released by the police, along with a picture of a man running from the 

location of one of the fires, George realized that it may be his son, Paul. 

     George worried and prayed long and hard about what to do.  Finally, he concluded that he would go to the 

police with his suspicions.  He did so, because he was afraid if he confronted his son and he was guilty, he 

would run.  As it turned out his son was the serial arsonist and he was sentenced to 99 years in prison.  Just 

imagine how hard it must have been for George Keller.  He loved his son, but he also knew that he had to do 

what was in his son’s best interest – which would cause him a great deal of pain.  Every parent who has ever 

had to learn the lessons about “tough love” knows that God can, indeed, call us to do what seems very 

unreasonable. 

     In fact many of the teachings of Jesus in the New Testament are unreasonable.  Jesus calls us to love our 

enemies and to do good to those who hate us.  Common sense says we should hate our enemies and do 

everything we can to destroy them.  Jesus says we should turn the other cheek when offended, and not just once 

or twice, but forever.  Common sense says that I might do that once or twice, but not every time.  Our culture 

teaches that greed is good.  Get everything you can for yourself.  But Jesus says the best way to receive or to be 

rich is by giving, not taking. 

     God does expect the unreasonable of us.  I’m sure Abraham looked back on that day on Mount Moriah as the 

highlight of his life, as well as the most agonizing day of his life.  We may go through a lot of tests in our lives 

and God may ask us to give up things for Him, but just like tests at school, remember their purpose.  God’s 

purpose in testing us is to give us the opportunity to put Him first in every area of our lives and to experience 

His blessings.  So if you have an area in your life where you are doubting God or don’t understand what God is 

doing, remember the faith of Abraham, and trust God, because when you do, you will be amazed at how He will 

care for you and provide for you.  


