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     Two weeks ago the winning ticket for the 3rd largest lottery prize in U.S. history was sold at a Michigan 

grocery store.  Apparently the identity of the winner has not been released yet, but the winner can receive a one-

time cash payment of $739 million or about $530 million after taxes.  It is hard to imagine having much money.  

What do you do with all of it?  I wonder how many so called “relatives” or “friends” will eventually show up at 

the winner’s home or how many charities will be trying to contact the winner, all asking for money?. 

     About 20 years ago a man named Jack Whittaker won $315 million in the lottery.  Initially, he did some 

wonderful things with the money he won, setting up a charitable foundation and donating money to build 

churches in West Virginia.  However, he was overwhelmed with people asking for money and favors.  He was 

robbed on a few occasions and the company he founded was hit with frivolous lawsuits from people who 

wanted to get access to his deep pockets, costing him millions in legal fees. 

     Other lottery winners have had similar experiences.  Reporters and camera crews are constantly clamoring 

for interviews and appearances on reality TV shows, and distant relatives and complete strangers consistently 

show up to the winners’ homes asking for handouts.  But when that money is gone, the relatives, friends, and 

TV crews suddenly disappear. 

     In our Gospel lesson for today, it wasn’t lottery winnings that brought people out of the woodwork to see 

Jesus, instead it was His healing powers.  Jesus had left the synagogue, where we saw Him last week driving a 

demon out of a man, and he goes to the home of His disciples’ Simon Peter and Andrew.  Simon’s mother-in-

law was at the house sick with a fever.  Jesus came to her, took her by the hand, and instantly healed her.  By 

that evening, verse 33, tell us “the whole city was gathered together at the door” to be healed.  The whole city!   

The news of Jesus’ healing traveled fast.  And this was before email, cell phones, and even the Postal Service. 

     Like a lottery winner, suddenly Jesus had something that everyone wanted.  I don’t’ think we can blame 

anyone for going to see Jesus to be healed, you and I would do the same thing.  Got a bad back, go see Jesus.  

Got a broken bone, go see Jesus.  Got cancer or Covid-19, go see Jesus.  Struggling with a demon, go see Jesus.  

That’s pretty simple, who wouldn’t want to go?  But were people coming for the right reasons?  If we had gone, 

we would have been very thankful for whatever healing Jesus provided, but would that have been the only 

reason we would have gone to see Him?   If Jesus was here at our church today offering to heal people, this 

place would be packed.  There would be lines going out the front door, through the parking lot, and into the 

street.  But would it be packed for the right reasons? 

     In our Gospel lesson we see a large group of people who came to see Jesus for one reason – to be healed.  

And He healed everyone all throughout the night.  But was there a deeper meaning to what Jesus did?  If 

healing people of their illnesses was all that mattered, then I think Jesus would have stayed there and set up a 

clinic.  Jesus healed them, because He is compassionate and merciful.  He doesn’t like to see anyone suffer.  But 

noticing how many people came to see Him – the whole city – indicates something is wrong.  There is a 

pandemic going on here in this text, but not in the way that we are experiencing the coronavirus pandemic.  In 

this text, people are sick, people are hurting, people are dealing with demon possession.  And here in our church 

today, we are hurting, this coronavirus pandemic is hurting us, plus we all have aches and pains, heartaches and 

disappointments, and that should tell us something is wrong. 

     What is it that is wrong?  We have an overabundance of sin in our world.  The sickness, the heartaches, the 

aches and pains, the coronavirus pandemic, and every disease that is in our world are symptoms of the deeper 

and larger problem of sin.  

     Imagine if you went to see your doctor for a cut on your arm and while your doctor was treating you, he 

discovers through some tests that you also have cancer.  So he puts a band aid on your arm and tells you that’s 

all you need for the cut and the cancer.  What would you think?  You would probably think your doctor didn’t 

know what he/she was doing.  Putting a band aid on your arm might heal the cut, but it is not going to heal your 

cancer.  Well, that is what is going on as Jesus heals these people with physical ailments.  He is putting a band 

aid on something that requires greater attention. 

     He wants them to know that there is a deeper meaning to His miraculous physical healing.  He also wants 

them to know who He is – the promised Messiah, the very one the prophets of the Old Testament had been 



talking about since the days of Moses.  He is God in the flesh, who has come to heal them of their greatest 

illness – that being sin.  Casting out demons and healing diseases was a means to an end; and that end was for 

them to believe in Him as their Savior. 

     Jesus demonstrated this intention of healing them of their greatest illness several days later in Mark 2 when 4 

guys brought their paralyzed friend to Jesus to have Jesus heal him.  Jesus was preaching in a house that was 

packed with people.  The four guys carrying their friend realized they would not be able to get into the house, 

because of the crowd.  So they carried their friend to the roof of the house, dug a hole in the roof, and lowered 

their friend down into the middle of the room so Jesus could heal him. 

     Jesus was very moved by their love for their friend and their faith in Him to heal that He decided to give the 

paralyzed man the greatest healing He could ever give to a person.  Everyone thought it would be physical 

healing, as that need was so obvious.  But Jesus knows that all of the sickness and disease in this world is the 

result of sin.  So Jesus says to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”  Can you imagine the reaction 

of the 4 friends?  I wouldn’t be surprised if they said something like, “OK, thank you, that’s nice, but come on, 

do your thing, make him walk.”  Jesus knows that man’s greatest need is forgiveness and while He goes on to 

heal the man of his paralysis so he can walk again, His point is that true healing is deeper than any physical 

disease or mental illness. 

     So, in our text, after a long night of healing, Jesus gets up early the next morning to pray.  When Peter finally 

finds Him, Jesus says, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there also, for that is why I came out.”  

In other words, Jesus did not come just to bring physical healing, He came to bring spiritual healing.  Jesus 

knew that people needed His Word far more than they needed physical cures. 

     Even today, especially during this coronavirus pandemic, many people hope that Jesus is primarily about 

physical healing.  They want Him to cure Covid-19 and every disease, they want Him to help with a financial 

crisis, or fix a broken marriage.  And when these things don’t magically happen, they either abandon Jesus or they 

ignore Him.  But Jesus wants us to know that all those things: diseases, financial crises, and hurting marriages are 

the effects of sin in our world.  And Jesus is the answer to sin.  He took the sins of the world onto Himself and He 

paid our punishment for sin by dying on the cross so we could be spiritually healed and be able to live forever. 

     Therefore, remembering all of those people in the city who came to Simon Peter’s house to be healed, let us 

consider: “Why is it that we come to this church, this holy house, on a regular basis?”  Is it primarily so that 

Jesus will heal your physical pains, cure your financial stresses, repair your broken marriage or fix other 

problems in your life?  Or, is it to receive something more meaningful than all of those temporary things?  Is it 

to receive God’s love, grace, mercy, and forgiveness that will hold you up in the midst of these challenging days 

and for eternity? 

     God comes to each one of us in this place and He says, “I want to give you the greatest gift that I have.  It is 

greater than the cure for any disease; greater than financial freedom; and greater than a trouble-free marriage.  

Fixing those things are just band-aides that are put on to your real symptoms. I want to give you the cure for the 

cause of those things: I want to give you eternal healing, that is forgiveness for all of your sins so you can live 

with Me forever.”   


