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     Last weekend one of the greatest professional baseball players of all time, Hank Aaron, died at the age of 86.  

He holds many records in baseball, but of all his accomplishments he was very proud of the fact that he did not 

strike out very often.  There is a funny story about Hank Aaron in one particular game where he was called out on 

strikes.  When the umpire called “strike 3,” at a pitch Hank Aaron did not swing at, thinking it was a ball, 

apparently Aaron turned to the umpire and said, “There are 30,000 people here today in the stands who know that 

last pitch was a ball.”  And the umpire replied, “That may be true, but my opinion is the one that counts and I saw 

it as a strike so you’re out.” 

     We live in a world with a lot of opinions.  So whose opinion counts?  Who has the authority that matters?  

There are experts in every field imaginable, some of whom say conflicting things.  Therefore, who do we look 

to as our ultimate authority? 

     We have many issues facing our nation today.  Should the government send out another round of stimulus 

checks to people or would that increase our national debt to the point where it might cripple our future?  Should 

we pull all of our troops out of Afghanistan or would that destabilize the country and that region of the world?  

Should teachers be pushed to the top of the list for Covid-19 vaccines so we can open our public schools to in-

person learning or would it be safer to keep the schools closed and continue with remote learning until the end 

of the school year? 

     These are huge issues and there are good arguments on both sides.  Absolute certainty is difficult to 

determine and no one will know for sure who’s correct until events have played themselves out over a period of 

years.  But since we are not the ones who have to make the decisions on those issues of stimulus checks, troops 

in Afghanistan, and Covid-19 vaccines, it may not seem terribly important that we settle on any particular 

authority. 

     However, when it comes to issues that effect us personally, when the course of action is entirely within our 

control, then the questions or decisions may become more critical to us.  Who determines what I will decide?  

Whose opinion do I listen to?  Who is my ultimate authority?  For example, when a couple has to make a 

difficult decision during a stressful time in their marriage who should they listen to?  Their parents?  Friends?  

Oprah?  Dr. Phil?  Whose opinion really matters?  When a person has to make decisions about how to advance 

their career or handle a difficult situation at work, where do they get direction?  Their boss?  Magazine articles?  

Motivational seminars?  When I’m deciding which TV shows to watch or where I’ll go on a Friday night, what 

influences me?  My family? Advertising?  Hollywood?  Who do I listen to?  Who’s my authority?  Those can 

be challenging and important questions for us to answer.  

     In our Gospel lesson for today we see some people in the first century who were struggling with some 

similar questions on authority.  Jesus was a new teacher in the area who had been speaking at different 

synagogues forcing them to face questions about authority and direction in their lives.  While a synagogue was 

a place where Jews could study Scripture and worship God, they never had any resident ordained ministers 

assigned to them.  Therefore, visiting teachers or rabbis who were in the area were usually invited to teach 

lessons, and so when Jesus and His disciples arrived in Capernaum in our text, Jesus was probably invited to 

teach. 

     Now we don’t know exactly what Jesus taught, but His teaching was like nothing they had ever heard before.  

His words seemed to have an authority behind them and they didn’t know what to make of it.  What I mean by 

this is whenever visiting rabbis taught and would quote God’s Law, they would usually say, “God’s Law, as 

written by Moses, says;” or they would mention words spoken by Old Testament prophets, like Isaiah; or they 

would make reference to certain interpretations of Scriptures offered by rabbis from the past.  But Jesus didn’t 

quote anyone.  His teaching was new and had authority in that He personified what He said.  He fulfilled what 

had been said or predicted in the Old Testament about a Savior for all people. 

     So one of the main things Jesus teaches us in this text is that we have to find a way to personify what we 

believe.  We must let God’s Word live in us and through us.  We can know that Bible forward and backward, 

but unless we live it, unless people can see God’s Word living in us and through us as the authority in our lives 

it doesn’t do anyone any good. 



     For example, while Jesus was teaching in the synagogue, our Gospel lesson tells us there was a man in the 

synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit and all of a sudden the spirit cried out, “What have you to do 

with us, Jesus of Nazareth?  Have you come to destroy us?  I know who you are – the Holy One of God.”  

While the evil spirit knew who Jesus was, that knowledge certainly didn’t help him in any way.  It only filled 

him with fear.  Now, what the evil spirit said about Jesus was true, but Jesus was not going to accept his words 

as a testimony for everyone there to hear.  After all, Satan was not a proper witness, because those who heard 

him could easily have said, “Well, if Satan is the father of lies, how can we believe what he says?”  So that’s 

why Jesus immediately told that evil spirit to “Be silent!”  But Jesus didn’t stop there.  Moved with compassion 

for this man, Jesus heals him by commanding the evil spirit to come out and it came out. 

     When this happened verse 27 says, “And they were all amazed, …saying, ‘What is this?  A new teaching 

with authority!  He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.’”  What’s interesting is that the 

word, “amazed” in this verse carries with it the idea of fear.  Something unexplainable and a bit scary just 

happened, and the people are not sure what to make of it.  But the thing that was scary for the people was not 

the presence of the evil spirit, but Jesus’ power over it.  Jesus simply says, “Come out of him” and the spirit 

obeys.  They had never seen such a teaching, with authority, that also produced such powerful, compassionate 

action.  So they weren’t quite sure how to handle it.  Their amazement has a bit of fear in it and they just didn’t 

know how to react. 

     And sometimes we don’t know how to handle this authority of Jesus.  When we are struggling with a 

situation in our marriage and we need to make a decision, consider: Is God’s Word our authority or do we listen 

to others?  When we are dealing with a difficult situation at work, does our direction come from the Word of 

God?  It needs to, because God will determine what will happen.  When we’re deciding what we will do this 

weekend, do we consider what will be pleasing to God?  After all, He has the authority to determine what will 

happen in our lives. 

     Where does Jesus get the authority to do these things?  It is because He is the Son of God, who fulfilled all 

of the Old Testament prophecies about the Savior, who lived a perfect life, and sacrificed Himself on the cross 

for the sins of the world.  But then He rose from the dead to demonstrate that not even death or Satan could stop 

Him.  Of all the religions in the world, there is no other religion like Christianity in which God himself became 

a human being and dies for the world.  Christianity is the only religion in which God forgives the world and 

offers us eternal life as a free gift.  No other religion carries with it that much authority. 

     The message of the Bible is one filled with comfort, hope, and joy.  It is a message with more authority than 

any speech or teaching or philosophy we will ever hear in our world.  People who have high level jobs with big 

companies may speak with authority about many things; but when Jesus speaks to us through His Word, there is 

much more authority.  Jesus doesn’t say to a child being baptized or to any of us when we confess our sins 

together in worship, “I might forgive you of your sins.”  He says, “Because of me, your sins are forgiven, and 

you are a child of God.”  Jesus doesn’t say, “I hope you go to heaven someday.”  He says to all of us, “Because 

of me, you will go to heaven someday.”  That’s authority, that’s power, and that’s comforting; and that message 

will never change.  The Good News of Jesus is the only sure thing we have in this uncertain, unstable, changing 

world, and for that, we rejoice.          


