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     I find it amazing how a few words or certain phrases can inspire people, impact society, and even change the 

future.  For example, “Four score and seven years ago.”  We know that phrase as the opening words to the 

Gettysburg Address, spoken by Abraham Lincoln in 1863, referring to the signing of the Declaration of 

Independence. “That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind;” – words spoken by Neil Armstrong 

as he stepped on the moon on 7/20/69 that inspired our nation’s space program.  “I have a dream that one day 

this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed;” – words spoken by Martin Luther King on 

8/28/63 that helped facilitate the passage of the Civil Rights Act. “Don’t give up, don’t ever give up;” – those 

words were spoken by Jim Valvano on 3/3/93 announcing the formation of the Jimmy V Foundation for cancer 

research which has given out over $260 million in cancer research grants. 

     While I’m sure all of you could come up with some memorable phrases that impacted our nation or our 

world, there are 3 words spoken about 2000 years ago that changed the course of all of history.  At a cemetery 

outside of Jerusalem, an angel announced to a small group of people, “He has risen!” and with those words all 

of human history was changed forever.   

     On a Sunday morning about 2000 years ago 3 women walked to Jesus’ tomb where He had been placed in 

order to complete the embalming process they had started on Friday afternoon.  A large stone had been placed in 

front of Jesus’ tomb and as added security, Roman soldiers were stationed there to prevent anyone from rolling the 

stone away and stealing Jesus’ body.  As they traveled, it says in verse 3 of our Gospel lesson that they asked each 

other, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?”   This was not a stone they would have 

been able to move on their own and they knew it, but what’s interesting is that they kept going.  Maybe they 

thought, “I don’t know, we’ll figure out something when we get there.”  But upon arriving at the tomb they are 

surprised to discover that the stone had been moved away.  Their surprise, though, was not turned to joy, but to 

alarm as they entered the tomb and saw that the body of Jesus was missing.  Then they saw an angel sitting there at 

the entrance of the tomb who said to them, “Do not be alarmed.” 

     “Do not be alarmed!?”  Imagine what was going through their minds.  The body of Jesus which they saw 

placed in that tomb was missing and sitting before them is an angel.  What’s going on?  Did someone take His 

body?  Did He rise from the dead?  And then with 3 simple words, the angel revealed why the tomb was empty 

saying, “He has risen!”  Those 3 words announced a new reality that would change not only their lives, but the 

entire history of the world.  The women came to the tomb filled with sorrow, but those 3 words changed 

everything for them and all of us. 

     So, how did the women respond?  Verse 8 tells us that the women did not leave the tomb with great joy, 

shouting, “He has risen!”  Instead, it says, “…they fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had 

seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.”  Why were they afraid?  Because they were 

living in the real Easter.  The Easter that surrounds us in our culture and in the stores at this time of year could 

not possibly make anyone afraid. A cuddly bunny rabbit, jelly beans, Easter baskets, spring flowers, and colored 

eggs are all part of our celebrations and I don’t think those things scare anyone.  Our nation has commercialized 

Easter to be one of the most unscary holidays of the year; but on that first Easter fear filled the hearts of those 

women.  Why?  Because these women are not standing in a Hallmark store.  They are standing in a tomb and 

Jesus’ body is missing.   

     In other words, you don’t go to a cemetery to see if a person is still there.  You go because you know the 

person is still there.  This contradicted everything they had ever known and experienced.  A cemetery is usually 

where a person’s story comes to an end, but Jesus’ story continued after His death.  He had died, but now He 

lives; and that changes all of history – your history and my history. 

     You see there was another event that drastically changed the course of all human history.  It takes us back to 

the beginning of time.  God created a world where everything and everyone would work together in peace and 

harmony.  He made two human beings from which every person has come, with the intent that those people and 

everyone after them would live with Him forever in this glorious world.  But those first two people doubted 

God and when they disobeyed Him all of history was changed in an instant.  That perfect world and perfect 

relationship that God wanted to have with all people was ruined.  Like fingerprints left on a once clean glass 



window, sin now leaves its dirty fingerprints on every aspect of our lives.  We see the fingerprints of sin in our 

hearts.  We see those fingerprints in broken relationships and promises that leave lives shattered.  We see those 

fingerprints in our bodies as a few rogue cells can cause disease, suffering, and a pandemic.  We see those 

fingerprints throughout the history of our world in violence, war, school shootings, abused children, and 

neglected elderly.  People can try to re-write history, they can try to clean it up, but that’s like trying to clean the 

fingerprints off a window using your bare hand.  It never works, it just creates more fingerprints and smudges. 

     God wanted to change that history and He knew that there was only one way to do that.  He would have to 

intervene Himself, and that’s what He did.  He entered human history in Jesus as He was born like us.  But 

because Jesus was also God, He obeyed, loved, and trusted His Heavenly Father at all times.  After 33 years in 

this world, He died on a cross where He suffered the worst part of sin, that part that we cannot see or experience 

in this life.  Jesus suffered the eternal death of hell on that cross, that being He was separated from God as He 

died.  And we know this because Jesus cried out from the cross, “My God, my God why have you forsaken 

me?”  Every sinner deserves to face that separation from God at the end of their life.  But Jesus suffered that 

separation for us to change your history and my history. 

     This history was not like Tom Brady winning a record 6th Superbowl this year.  Many people consider him to 

be the greatest quarterback of all time and winning the Superbowl with a new team, in his 40s, has some people 

saying that this was the greatest accomplishment in sports history.  I’m sure Tom Brady received a nice check 

from the owner of the football team for winning that Superbowl, but did any of you get a check from the team 

owner after Tom Brady won that Superbowl?  No, and neither did I.  Tom Brady won, he made history, and he 

got the recognition and the paycheck, but His Superbowl win did not change our lives. 

     Jesus did not come just to make history, He came to change history.  The perfect life that Jesus lived and the 

sacrifice He made on the cross as payment for our sin was not to work His way into the record books.  He did it 

for you.  Your history, the story of your life, that is covered with the dirty fingerprints of sin has been re-written 

by Jesus.  God promises that because of Jesus He will forgive and will no longer remember your sins.  Your 

new story in Jesus is that you are perfect and without sin.  And not only has Jesus re-written your past, He has 

given the story of your life a new ending.  It is now the same ending that those women witnessed on Easter.  

Death no longer needs to be followed by eternal separation from God.  Instead, those who believe in Jesus, 

death is now immediately followed by a life in heaven that is free from every fingerprint of sin – life as God 

intended it to be. 

     Therefore, know that when your life comes to an end, your loved ones will be able to stand at your grave, 

and like those women on Easter morning, they will know that your death has been followed by eternal life in 

heaven, just as Jesus promised.  The audience may have been small, but the impact of those 3 words spoken by 

an angel were felt throughout all of history.  They have changed your history and that’s why we are here today.  

“Christ is risen!”  “He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!”        


