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     If you have ever played baseball or softball, I’m sure you have had the experience where you struck out.  

You certainly didn’t plan to strike out.  In fact, you might have felt very confident coming up to bat that you 

were going to get a hit.  After all, you are the one with the big wooden or aluminum bat and you can just 

imagine yourself hitting that ball into an open spot in the outfield or maybe even hitting it over the fence for a 

home run. 

     When I was in elementary school, there were many summers when our Cub Scout group would play little 

league baseball together.  In my last year of scouting and playing baseball all we had to do was win our last 

game and we would make the playoffs.  It was the 9th inning, we were losing by one run, the bases were loaded, 

there were two outs, and our best player, Bruce, came up to bat.  We all started cheering, just knowing that our 

best player would get a hit and we would tie the game or maybe even win it.  As Bruce stood at the plate, I 

remembered that our coach told us to never swing at the first pitch.  I don’t know why, but that was his 

coaching strategy and we all followed it and it usually helped us.  The pitcher threw the first pitch, it was a bit 

high, but Bruce swung at it as hard as he could and missed it.  The umpire yelled, “Strike 1.”  We were all 

disappointed and the coach was not happy that Bruce swung at that pitch.  The pitcher then threw his next pitch 

and Bruce swung so hard that he fell down and missed the ball, and the umpire yelled, “Strike 2.”  At this point 

everyone started cheering even louder for Bruce, the coach was yelling some things at him, and several moms 

were looking concerned.  I’m sure Bruce was thinking that there was no way he was going to swing and miss 

another pitch.  The pitcher threw his third pitch, it appeared to be a little low, and Bruce decided not to swing at 

it.  As the ball hit the catcher’s mitt, we all heard the umpire yell, “Strike 3.” 

     It was the worst feeling in the world.  Everyone was disappointed and we all walked quietly back to the 

dugout knowing that our season was over.  Bruce felt terrible, his mom tried to cheer him up, the coach told us 

we had a good season and we shouldn’t be disappointed, but it still hurt because we were so close to winning.  

All of us on the team had moments when we struck out, but it rarely happened to Bruce.  We were convinced he 

was going to win the game for us.  Not only do I still remember that moment, but what also stood out was how 

quickly the loud cheering  instantly stopped and for just a few seconds there was nothing but silence as the 

umpire then shouted, “Strike 3,” and we all walked off the field in silent disbelief. 

     I’m sure we all know what it’s like to fail.  I’m sure we all remember that moment when it first hit us or 

when all of a sudden we realized what we had done.  Maybe our parents said something like, “You know better 

not to do that.”  Or maybe a spouse said, “You promised me this wouldn’t happen.” Or maybe your boss said to 

you, “Do you realize how much this is going to cost the company or how much this is going to set us behind?” 

     In the verses leading up to our first lesson for today Peter miraculously healed a man who had been crippled 

from birth.  The man simply asked Peter for some money, as he would often beg people for money.  But Peter 

looked at him and said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I have I give you.  In the name of Jesus Christ 

of Nazareth, walk.”  Immediately the man stood up and started walking and jumping and praising God.  While 

this man had probably heard a lot about Jesus, since he often sat outside the temple area begging for money and 

could hear what was being taught or preached about Jesus, this man was not healed as a result of anything he 

did.  He was simply healed by the power and grace of Jesus.  

     This was such an incredible miracle that everyone who saw this man started running around talking about it 

with great joy and amazement.  This was one of those moments where everyone stopped what they were doing 

to talk about this miracle and they were anxious to hear what Peter had to say about it.  It would have been very 

tempting for Peter to say something like, “Oh, it was nothing.  When you believe in Jesus like me, things like 

this will happen.” Peter could easily have taken all the credit for the healing and he would have been hailed as a 

hero.  But Peter was not going to allow the focus to be on him.  He knew what it was like to fail, as he failed 

Jesus by denying Him when Jesus was arrested.  But Jesus forgave Peter and gave him new life, and Peter 

wanted others to experience that same forgiveness and life.  However, Peter gave a brutally clear detailed 

testimony that struck right to the heart as to who the power was behind this miracle saying, “Men of Israel, why 

do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made him walk?  

The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus.  You handed him 



over to be killed, and you denied him before Pilate, though he had decided to release him.  You denied the Holy 

and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, and you killed the Author of life, but God 

raised him from the dead.  To this we are witnesses.  And by faith in his name has made this man strong whom 

you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence of 

you all.” 

     Just imagine the crushing impact of Peter’s words.  He says to them, God finally sent the answer to all of our 

prayers, and “you handed him over to be killed” (Strike 1), “You denied the Holy and Righteous One” (Strike 

2), and “You killed the Author of life” (Strike 3).  I’m sure their joy and excitement was immediately turned to 

shame and silence as many of them realized they had failed Jesus.  The Jesus who had made this man walk was 

the very same Jesus whom they had killed.  The One whom God had sent as their Savior was the very One 

whom they had betrayed.  The One whom all the prophets had announced as the promised Messiah and for 

whom they had all been waiting expectantly was the very same Messiah whom they had disowned, denied, 

beaten, and killed. 

     “But God raised him from the dead,” said Peter in verse 15, and with those words Peter opened up a window 

of hope for them.  Even though they had done something terrible by disowning and crucifying Jesus, God used 

their sin to save the world through the death of Jesus.  God used their evil to pay for their evil.  He turned what 

they did into something wonderful for them and for the world.  Therefore, Peter explains in verse 19 that if they 

would just confess their sins and turn to Jesus, they too could have the comfort of forgiveness that Peter 

experienced. 

     I also remember when I was in scouting my dad and I would build our Pinewood Derby car together for the 

annual Pinewood Derby race – something that our cub scouts still do here on an annual basis.  One day after 

school I decided that I was going to paint my Pinewood Derby car myself, even though my dad had told me to 

please wait until he got home from work.  I opened the can of paint and I accidently spilled it on my dad’s 

workbench and on my Pinewood Derby car.  I cleaned up a lot of it, but I couldn’t get it off of the wheels and 

other parts of the car.  I tried sanding it off, but it seemed like I was just making it worse. 

     When my dad came home I explained what happened and he had that look on his face that seemed to say, 

“Bill, I told you to wait until I got home.”  I felt terrible.  I knew I should have waited.  But instead of getting 

upset, he simply said, “Let’s go downstairs and see what we can do.”  My dad then explained what I should 

have done when I spilled the paint and he showed me how to fix the car.  We worked on it together and made it 

look nice.  When my dad came alongside of me and fixed my mistakes, I knew that I wasn’t just forgiven; I was 

loved. 

     God fixed what we had totally destroyed through our sin.  Peter told them, “Jesus repaired this man’s 

crippled legs and made him dance for joy.  And now He has this new life for you, as well.”  So no matter how 

badly you’ve failed, no matter how completely you’ve shattered your hopes or your life, you are still God’s 

child and you are still welcome in His heavenly home.  When we hear, “Strike 3,” we know what that means.  It 

means it’s over, you’re out, no more chances, you have failed.  But with God there is no 3 strikes and you’re 

out.  Instead God says, “Strike 3, and you’re still safe at home.” In spite of your sins, in spite of your failures, in 

spite of the stains you could never remove, Your Heavenly Father forgives you.  And more than forgiveness, He 

still loves you.       


