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     Every child has cried out in fear because of the darkness of the night, or because they thought  there were 

monsters under the bed, or maybe because of a bad dream.  For the child, comfort begins when the familiar figure 

of mom or dad comes into their bedroom.  It’s not necessarily what a parent says or does, but simply that he or she 

is there.  Their presence brings comfort, peace, and hope. 

     Just like a child who cries out in the middle of the night, every adult has dealt with the weight of loneliness 

until someone comes to help.  Whether it’s being alone in a hospital bed, at work waiting for a phone call, or at 

home waiting for the doorbell to ring, people of all ages will find themselves alone with their fears at some 

point or another.  While the evils of the real world are even darker than the childish fears of the night, the 

comfort that comes from the presence of others is still the same.  Family and friends come to sit next to us in the 

hospital and hold our hands in the midst of fear and pain.  Neighbors and fellow church members bring food to 

our homes and sit with us in the midst of sadness, sorrow, or tragedy without expecting anything in return.  

Their presence does not mean that our struggles will disappear, but those whom we love who sit with us, wait 

with us, and share with us truly fill us with a sense of peace as their presence comforts us with the reminder that 

we are not alone. 

     We all have a need to be loved, cared for, and to be part of a community.  Scripture tells us that we were not 

made to be alone.  Maybe that’s why we welcome the picture in our Gospel lesson for today of Jesus as our 

Good Shepherd caring for the flock, rescuing us from the wolves of fear, and loving us enough to lay down his 

life.  Even though we don’t know that much about shepherds, we do know that we need that love and presence 

in our lives.  And that’s why the picture of a shepherd, though ancient and of a different culture, still speaks to 

us today. 

     There was an old cartoon that showed a smiling man leaving his house in the morning with a sign hanging 

from a string around his neck that read, “I am loved, cared for, and important.”  But then each successive frame 

of the cartoon showed the man having the elevator door slammed in his face, being yelled at by his boss, getting 

an audit notice from the IRS, and so on.  And in each frame a piece of the sign was ripped away until finally he 

came home with just the string around his neck, and even his dog would not get out of his chair to let him sit 

down. 

     There are days when each of us can relate to that cartoon character.  Days when not only our bodies are tired, 

but also our spirits.  Days when we say, “We’re fine,” when people ask how we are doing; but if we had 

someone who really cared and would listen, we would tell them of the hurts and burdens we struggle with, the 

cares and worries we have for our families, and the fears we have living in this world. 

     Our God is One who reaches out to those who are like that man in the cartoon with nothing left but a string 

around their neck and comforts them with His loving presence.  He is the Good Shepherd, who lays down His life 

for us, His sheep.  He knows His own better than they know themselves.  He grants them His Spirit so that they may 

hear the sound of His voice, know the comfort of His presence, and experience His grace that meets all of our needs.  

Even if we don’t know much about sheep, we know the adjectives that are usually associated with the word, 

“sheep:” lost sheep, wandering sheep, straying sheep, and so on.  Sheep are not very bright creatures, and they have 

no hope of making it on their own in the midst of a world populated by wolves of all types and kinds.   

     We need a shepherd, because we surrounded by all kinds of threats.  But we are also sinful sheep, who are 

sick with sin; and many times our disease of sin causes us to wander away from Jesus, our Good Shepherd.  

When we are struggling in our lives, when we are distracted by loud voices outside the church promising 

happiness, or a feeling of peace, or a way to forget your hardships, or a sense that we are people who deserve 

better, we can easily lose our way.  We can easily become obsessed with the voices of materialism, prosperity, 

sports, drugs, alcohol, and even work, and as a result they can easily become our god.  But these things always 

let us down.  They never last and the promises attached to them are always misleading. 

     There are a lot of voices out there trying to get our attention and some of them are very subtle, but they are just 

as tempting as the loud voices.  Think about all of the websites on your computer or the apps on your smartphone 

that Satan wants you to see or use.  He tries to deceive us by convincing us that it’s ok to go to this website or 

download inappropriate material, because who’s going to know.  But Jesus will.  He knows everything about us.  



Every thought we’ve ever had, every word we’ve ever spoken, every deed we’ve ever done, even the secret things – 

Jesus knows.  And yet, the one who knows us the best, who knows all these things about us, is the one who loves us 

the most. 

     So instead of punishing us or abandoning us, Jesus says in verse 11, “I lay down my life for the sheep.”  This 

is truly what separates Jesus, the Good Shepherd, from all other shepherds.  Do you think shepherds normally 

lay down their lives for the sheep?  No, not at all.  A shepherd will certainly do the best he can to fight off any 

wild animals that seek to attack his sheep, but even a shepherd who truly cares for his sheep is not going to lay 

down his life and let a wild animal kill him.  It’s just not worth it.  Besides, what good would it do?  After the 

wild animal kills the shepherd, who would protect the rest of the sheep? 

     But consider what Jesus, the Good Shepherd, did for us.  Satan comes and wants to drag us down to hell with 

him.  But Jesus steps forward and instead of fighting Satan, He simply lays down His life for us to save us, and 

Satan accepts it.  On Good Friday Satan thought he had won and was then free to attack all of us.  But then 

Jesus rose from the dead on Easter and that changed everything.  By laying down His life for us, Jesus took 

away the punishment that you and I deserve for our sins; so we no longer have to worry that God is going to 

punish us for our sin, because Jesus has already been punished for us.  Your sins and my sins are forgiven. 

     In 2001 Pixar came out with a clever movie titled, “Monsters, Inc.”  The movie was about scary monsters 

who would hide under children’s beds and make scary noises in the middle of the night.  These fuzzy and funny 

looking monsters generated power to run their cities from the energy of children’s screams.  But it turned out 

that the monsters were even more afraid of those they were supposed to scare than the children were of them.  If 

you faced up to them, they were disarmed, and their power over you went away. 

     What seems so easy in a children’s movie is much more difficult in the reality of real enemies and threats.  

While it might be good to face up to many things that cause us to fear, we need something more than courage, 

because these enemies will not shrink away at the threat of being discovered.  Our worst enemies are not made-

up characters, but are the real threats of sins that will not go away, of death we cannot overcome, and of guilt 

that wears us down.  We need a shepherd who is more powerful than us, who can protect us from these evils, 

forgive sin, overcome death, and make us new. 

     Jesus, our Good Shepherd, stands among us today and says in His Word, “I am here.”  He comes to us, not 

as a feeling, but in a real yet mysterious way in bread and wine of Holy Communion and says, “Do not fear, I 

forgive you.”  He knows us by name and says, “Trust me” as He provides everything we need.  What all of this 

means is that He doesn’t know us as sinners who deserve to be punished, but as His children, who have been 

forgiven and blessed.  He sees us as sheep who belong to His flock – sheep He loves and rescued through His 

death and resurrection, and sheep He will never abandon, because He has invested too much in us to turn away.  

The picture of the Good Shepherd still makes sense, because it speaks to our hearts of one who can meet our 

need for love, peace, and hope; and it gives us a purpose as we leave here to share His Word and live His love 

with all people, especially those who do not know Jesus and are not yet in His fold. 


