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     When I was in the Army at my first assignment in Germany as a young officer right out of college, I was 

fortunate to work with some excellent soldiers whose job was to train me, to make me the best officer I could be 

by using their 20 years of active duty experience to show me how the Army worked so that I would succeed and 

not embarrass myself.  I also think an unofficial part of their job was to keep me humble, because every time I 

thought I was doing something impressive, they had a way of keeping me grounded so I wouldn’t think too 

highly of myself. 

     One morning I walked in to work and I proudly told these guys who worked with me, “I beat the battalion 

commander in the 5-mile run this morning.”  One of the guys who had seen combat in Vietnam said to me, 

“Lieutenant, you’re 20 years younger than the battalion commander, you’re expected to run faster than him.  By 

the way, the goal of that 5-mile run this morning was not to see who could finish first, it was to finish together 

as a unit because in combat you don’t leave anyone behind.”  “Oh,” I replied, “now I know why the commander 

was not happy when several of us sprinted at the end and finished ahead of him.”  

     Another time my commander asked me to put together a special presentation for a group of American and 

German generals who were going to be visiting our unit there in Germany for a joint forces exercise.  My 

commander told me, “Bill, I need you to find a nice place off of the installation where we can host a reception 

and have a meeting for the visiting generals, and I need you to put a presentation together of how the training 

exercise will work.”  I then went back to my office and told the guys there, “I was just asked by the colonel to 

put together a reception for some visiting American and German generals and to make a presentation at their 

meeting.  That’s pretty impressive, don’t you think?”  But one of the guys told me, “Lieutenant, I think you 

were asked because you’re one of only a handful of officers we have here who speaks German.  So before you 

think too highly of yourself, remember, it’s not how good you are – it’s how bad the competition is, and your 

competition for this task is not that great.”   

     That’s the way life is, isn’t it?  Just when you start feeling good about yourself, someone comes along and 

bursts your bubble.  It may be a co-worker, your boss, your spouse, a friend, or maybe even one of the writers 

of Scripture.  Paul, in our second lesson for today, wrote a letter to the Christians living in the city of Ephesus, 

because he was very concerned about the pagan worship and affluence in the area surrounding them.  So to keep 

them humble and to remind them that they are children of God, Paul writes in verses 8&9, “For by grace you 

have been saved through faith.  And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so 

that no one may boast.” 

     On the surface, it might seem easy for us, as Christians, to boast.  After all, we are God’s children, created by 

Him – we are His workmanship as it says in our text and God doesn’t make junk.  We don’t worship idols, we 

know right from wrong, and we have values.  We are a healthy congregation, we have a variety of ministries, 

and we have a beautiful facility.  In fact, you could say we are very much like the Christian community in the 

city of Ephesus; and it would be easy for us to boast about being Christians.  However, we would be wrong to 

do so. 

     The opening verses of Paul’s letter says that we have very little to boast about.  It says that we all used to be 

spiritually dead in our sins, in our disobedience to God.  But Paul goes on to say because God is rich in mercy, 

because of His great love for us, He not only made us alive with Christ, He raised us up with Christ and seated 

us with Him in the heavenly places. 

     Wow, so what did we do to deserve that?  And the answer is: nothing.  And that is the struggle that many 

people have when it comes to understanding God’s grace, our faith, and good works. 

     A few days ago I was talking with a group of pastors about the technology we have been using to stream our 

worship services since the pandemic started last year.  We talked about what has gone well and what hasn’t 

worked.  The technology to stream our worship services is great when it works, but it is very frustrating when it 

doesn’t work.  Last Saturday the streaming of our worship service stopped right after our opening song and no 

matter what we did, we could not get it working again.  So we decided after worship that we would go home and 

hopefully the system would reset itself overnight.  And that’s exactly what happened.  Why it didn’t work last 

Saturday, we don’t know, but it reset itself overnight and we were able to stream our Sunday worship service. 



     Wouldn’t it be nice if we had a way to reset our lives back to normal, especially when they get all messed up 

with things?  Wouldn’t it be great to erase the bad things we’ve done and to make all things new and fresh 

again?  While we may not be able to do this physically, we can do this spiritually.  In the church we call this 

salvation.  The origin of this word is related to healing or restoration.  Therefore, salvation is the healing process 

of someone whose spirit was broken, and then becomes whole or restored once again through the power of God. 

     Many times you will hear Christians ask people, “Are you saved?”  That’s a question we usually don’t use in 

our church, because it can suggest to people that they must do good things in order to earn God’s grace.  Grace, 

by definition, is an undeserved gift.  Just imagine how worried we would be about going to heaven if it depended 

on our goodness.  Fortunately, our text for today makes it very clear that we are saved by grace alone, it is a gift 

of God, through faith – faith that God gives to us, and not by works.   

     While we are not saved from sinning; we still make mistakes and sometimes willfully disobey God; but we 

are saved from the consequences of sin.  In other words, God said that the consequences of our sin is death – 

eternal separation from God, but God loved us so much (as we heard in our Gospel lesson from John) that He 

decided to put our punishment, and the punishment of all people onto His Son, Jesus, so that through His death 

on the cross, everyone could live with God forever in heaven.  Therefore, to reset our lives and heal our 

relationship with God, Jesus gave His life – now that’s salvation. 

     So, are you saved?  I once heard someone say that to ask that question is like asking a couple, a husband and 

wife, if they are married.  If you’ve been through the wedding ceremony and signed the license, then of course 

you are married.  It’s all legal.  It’s a done deal.  You’ll never be more legally married than you are on your 

wedding day. 

     But imagine a couple on their 50th wedding anniversary.  There have been triumphs and tragedies over the 

years, their children are grown, and now there are grandchildren.  After 50 years, are they more married now 

than they were on their wedding day?  No.  The marriage certificate has not matured, but the relationship has, 

and there’s the difference.  Technically, they are no more united than they were when the pastor pronounced 

them husband and wife.  But relationally, they are completely different.  Marriage is both a done deal and a 

daily development, something you did and something you do – something you work on daily. 

     The same is true of our walk with God.  Can you be more saved now than you were on the first day of your 

salvation?  No.  But, can a person grow in salvation, in that healed relationship with God?  Absolutely.  Like a 

marriage, it is both a done deal and a daily development. 

     Are you saved?  We were all saved about 2000 years ago by the death and resurrection of Jesus.  We were 

saved on the day of our Baptism.  We’re saved when we confess our sins and receive Christ’s body and blood, 

in bread and wine, in Holy Communion.  Our salvation, our healed relationship with God is a gift to us, through 

faith, that saves us from the consequences of our sins and saves us for a life of good works (as it says in verse 

10 of our text). 

     God did not save us to sit back and relax and do nothing.  A long time ago God planned that others would 

see Christ in us.  That’s serious stuff.  We are the crown of God’s creation and God purposely put us on display 

at all times so that people “will see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.”  Now that’s something to 

brag about. 


