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     Do you think you are good at what you do for a living?  Have you achieved greatness in your profession?  

Some of you are teachers.  Some of you are involved in business.  Some of you are self-employed.  Some of 

you are homemakers, and some of you are students.  So, are you great at what you do?  Would others say that 

you are a great teacher or boss or employee or student?  What about personal things?  Some of you are 

husbands or wives, moms or dads, sons or daughters.  Would you say that you are a great parent or spouse or 

child?  Have you achieved any type of greatness in your life? 

     A 32 year-old man once wrote, “I have done nothing to make any human being remember that I have lived.  

Yet what I wish to live for is to connect my name with the events of my day and generation, to link my name 

with something which will be of interest to my fellow man.”  These are the words of a man who dropped out of 

grade school; ran a country store, and went broke.  Later in his life he ran for the U.S. House of Representatives 

and lost twice.  He ran for the United States Senate and lost twice.  However, he delivered a speech that became 

a classic, but the audience at the time didn’t think it was anything special.  He was often attacked by the press 

and despised by half the country.  Despite all this, imagine how many people all over the world have been 

inspired by this tall, awkward man named Abraham Lincoln. 

     I think all of us would like to be good or maybe even great at what we do.  I think all of us would love to be 

known or remembered as someone who greatly influenced others or whose words, like Abraham Lincoln’s, 

provided tremendous inspiration for many generations.  Most of us would love to have power and authority to 

impose our wills over others.  But how do we get to those positions?  What really is greatness? 

     Today, in our Gospel lesson, Jesus speaks to us about the real definition of greatness, but He begins by 

telling His disciples that they were headed to Jerusalem where He is going to be delivered over to the chief 

priests and scribes – the religious leaders of the land.  They are going to condemn Him to death and people are 

going to mock him, spit on him, flog him, and finally kill him.  But upon hearing this news, two of Jesus’ 

disciples, James and John, ask, “Teacher, when you are in charge of the Kingdom of Heaven can we sit right 

next to You in positions of great importance, with one of us on your right and the other on your left?  No 

compassion or concern at all for Jesus.  Instead, these two guys are only are only thinking of themselves. 

     “You don’t know what you are asking,” said Jesus, “Are you able to drink the cup that I drink or be baptized 

with the baptism with which I am baptized?” meaning, “Are you willing to humble yourselves and to make the 

sacrifice that I am about make?”  James and John really did not understand what Jesus was asking, so they 

responded, “Yes, we are able,” meaning, “We are with you all the way, Jesus, you can count on us.”  Jesus 

could easily have put them down by saying, “I can count on you guys?  Really?  You guys are going to run for 

cover as soon as you see the first signs of danger.” 

     Instead, Jesus gathered all of His disciples together and He explained to them what greatness was all about.  

He said, “The rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high authorities  exercise authority over them.  

Not so with you.”  The earthly definition of greatness is to have lots of power, to be the boss and to order people 

around, to be at the top – me first, but not with you, Jesus said.  “Instead whoever wants to be great among you 

must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first, must be your slave.”  A slave was someone who would 

wash other people’s feet, get them their food and drink, and clean up after everyone was finished eating.  That’s 

greatness.  Greatness in God’s eyes is humility.  It’s sacrificing for others. 

     And then Jesus describes himself as the slave of the world saying, “For even the Son of Man came not to be 

served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.”  What made Jesus great in His Father’s eyes 

was that He placed himself below everyone in the whole world.  With these words from verse 45 Jesus makes it 

clear to His disciples and all of us that He did not think it was beneath Him to give His life to save all sinners.  

It’s important for us to understand that what Jesus did in giving His life for us is not the same as a father giving 

up his life to save his children from a burning car.  What Jesus did on the cross for sinners was more like a 

father giving up his life to save the drunk driver who recklessly killed his children in a terrible car crash.  Would 

you save and serve a person like that?  You see, we are usually open to serving those who appreciate our efforts, 

but Jesus wants us to know that those who are great are the ones who serve even when there is no good reason 

to do so. 



     So Jesus is telling us that if we want to achieve greatness in God’s eyes, then we need to follow in Jesus’ 

footsteps by being a servant to all the people in our lives.  At work, put yourself below your fellow employees and 

customers, because you are there to serve them.  When you are at home and you want to be a great spouse, parent, 

or child, then be the #1 slave in your house.  Serve your children, your spouse, or your parents by putting yourself 

below them. Rather than a “me-first” attitude, God wants us to have a “me-last” and everyone else first attitude. 

     In the book of Philippians it says, “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus, who being in 

very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking 

the very nature of a servant.”  Jesus made himself nothing for us and our attitude should be the same, says God. 

     But why is this so hard for us to do?  Isn’t it because we all self-centered and have sinful natures that want to be 

served?  I want the world to revolve around me – that’s the attitude inside of us when we first come into the world.  

During the first few years of our lives, we make our parents wait on us and we cry when we don’t get our way.  

Eventually we grow up and we gain our independence, but we still prefer to have the world revolve around us, and 

we still cry or complain when we don’t get our way.  Deep down we all have a “me-first” attitude, we all want 

power, and we all want people to serve us.  That might be greatness in the eyes of the world, but not in the eyes of 

God. 

     Just look at Jesus’ life.  The One who deserves our worship and praise does not look at Himself.  Instead, He 

has a “me-last” attitude and always looks at others first.  Why didn’t Jesus tell the blind and the sick to bow 

down and worship Him?  Because He was too busy healing them.  Why didn’t Jesus tell the 5000 people He fed 

with five loaves of bread and two fish to feed Him some food?  Because He was too busy serving them food to 

the point that they were all full.  Why didn’t Jesus relax and tell His followers to entertain Him?  Because He 

was too busy exhausting Himself as He taught them parable after parable.  Jesus serves.  He sees His life on 

earth as an opportunity to bless others.  His eyes are on others, and He asks Himself, “What can I give them?  

How can I help them?  What can I do for them to bring them closer to God?” 

     Jesus came to serve, that was the purpose of His earthly life, to place himself below the entire world, to let 

the sins of the world be dumped on Him, and then to give himself as a ransom for many on the cross.  And after 

Jesus did that, God the Father exalted Him by raising Him from the dead and gave Him the name that is above 

every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

     Today Jesus invites us to follow in His footsteps, and to pursue greatness God’s way.  He invites us to be a 

servant to all the people God has placed into our lives, just like Jesus humbled Himself for you.  And when you 

do, then you will achieve true greatness, not in the eyes of the world, but in the eyes of God.  What is greatness?  

It is serving others.  As we ponder God’s love for us during this season of Lent, may we be filled with a desire 

to show that same kind of humble, self-sacrificing love to others.      


