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     If you drive around Clayton or Garner these days you will see all kinds of new homes being built.  And with 

all of the construction taking place the one thing that I’m sure you have noticed is the presence of dumpsters.  

Many of them are there to collect the waste from construction, but in some places I have seen them placed in 

driveways or parking lots to collect junk.  There was a family on my street who was renting a house and they 

moved out last month.  I don’t know what happened in the house, but when they left the rental company put a 

dumpster in the driveway and filled it with things that must have been left behind in the house, such as sofa, 

tables, and bed frames; and they also must have decided to remodel the entire inside as sinks, toilets, an oven, 

and countertops were also sticking out of it. 

     While the Salvation Army or a yard sale gives you basically the same opportunity to get rid of stuff, it’s not 

quite as gratifying as a dumpster.  I mean, when you take something and throw it in a dumpster and you hear it 

crash on the bottom, it’s like a sense of joy and relief as you know that junk is out of your life.  You are never 

going into that dumpster to pull anything out.  In fact, if you have ever had a dumpster in your driveway, if 

you’re not careful, you can easily get carried away with getting rid of things.  Why?  Because our houses have a 

tendency to get cluttered.  And sometimes we get to the point where we just want to reclaim the space we once 

had so that we’ll have room to live.  After all, our houses were not meant to just collect things, they were meant 

to be places where we live and enjoy family and friends. 

     In our Gospel lesson for today we see Jesus going about the business of cleaning His Father’s house, that 

being the temple.  In our text it was the time of the Passover, one of the festivals where people from all over 

Israel traveled to the temple in Jerusalem to celebrate.  The problem, though, was not the Passover, but the 

temple and the infrastructure that had been developed to support the worship there in that place.  People had to 

exchange their money, as there was a special currency used in the area, so money changers set up tables in the 

temple in order for people to exchange their money.  People were also required to pay a temple tax, which they 

did there at the temple.  Plus, people were required to bring an animal for a Passover sacrifice to God, but it had 

to be a perfect animal.  Many people didn’t want to bring their animals with them on the journey to Jerusalem or 

they didn’t have perfect animals, so the people in charge of the temple set up places where animals were 

inspected to see if they were worthy to be used as a sacrifice.  But if their animals were deemed “unworthy,” 

they were then required to buy an approved animal to be used for their sacrifice.  With all of this taking place, 

the temple truly had the appearance of a State Fair.  So how in the world could anyone worship there with 

animals milling around, people collecting taxes, and others trying to exchange their money.  This was a money 

making scheme for the religious leaders and that’s why Jesus gets so angry here.  The world of business had 

taken over God’s house.   

     Or more specifically, it seems the businesses had robbed the temple of its sanctity.  It was not being viewed 

as a holy place.  Instead, people were using God’s house as a place for personal gain and no one was able to 

worship due to the distractions and the businesses that had been set up inside.  Just imagine the noise, the mess, 

and the smell in the temple. 

     So what a breath of fresh air, literally, it must have been when Jesus made a whip to drive out those animals, 

flipped over the tables, and drove the merchants out of the temple.  It’s important to note that Jesus was not so 

concerned with the moneychangers, the smell, and the noise in the temple.  He was cleaning house to get rid of 

the whole system that presumed that a person must or even can earn their way into heaven with the payment of 

a tax or the sacrifice of an animal. 

     When Jesus said, “This is my Father’s house…” He was saying that the temple, then, and the church, today, 

is not in the business of cashing in on the worship of God or commercializing our relationship with God.  

Instead, the temple or the church is a house of prayer, a place where money does not earn you a place in heaven, 

where the sacrifice God looks for is in our hearts, and the road to heaven does not go through the mess or blood 

of animals; it goes through the mess and blood of Jesus dying on the cross.  This was an extreme makeover and 

I’m sure it was refreshing for many people to see Jesus cleanse the temple of distractions and abuses. 

     Wouldn’t it be refreshing for such an attitude to be prevalent in all of our churches today?  Unfortunately, 

even within the church, it seems many people are only concerned with the bottom line – what will bring people 



in and what will pay the bills.  As a result, many churches are known or remembered then as, “Oh, that’s the 

church with the best Easter egg hunt.  They drop 1000 eggs from a helicopter.” Or “that’s the church that has 

the best chicken dinners.”  Now, there’s nothing wrong with big Easter egg hunts, chicken dinners, or churches 

having fundraisers, or when any of our ministries or groups sell things, but wouldn’t we rather have people look 

at our churches and say, “that’s the church were you will always hear the Word of God preached and taught 

clearly and where the people are committed to growing in their faith according to what the Word of God says 

and not what the world says.” 

     Or let’s make this text a little more personal.  While this place is certainly God’s house and we know that He 

dwells here, where else does He live? God lives in you and me. 1 Corinthians 3:16 says, “Don’t you know that 

you yourselves are God’s temple, and that God’s Spirit lives in you?”  A few chapters later Paul says, “Do you 

not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit?”  And in 2 Corinthians 6:16 Paul writes, “For we are the 

temple of the living God.”  Therefore, since each one of us is God’s temple we need to ask ourselves, “What 

kind of stuff do we have in our temple?”  Is it filled with junk and needs cleaning or an extreme makeover?  Are 

there areas of our lives that hinder our relationship with God?  Are you honest or have you been dishonest?  Do 

you hold grudges or are you forgiving?  Do you love and honor all people or has your temple become a place of 

bad thoughts against others?  

     Maybe you need a dumpster for your life.  If you truly want to live your life, if you want to live it with God, 

then the junk in your life has got to go.  God’s temple, your body, your life, has got to be cleaned and this is a 

great place where that cleaning can happen.  We begin our worship services by confessing our sins and we hear 

God’s words of forgiveness spoken over us, which cleanses us.  And then we come forward to receive Christ’s 

body and blood in bread and wine for the forgiveness of our sins, and here at this altar we can leave behind all 

of the sinful clutter in our lives as God promises to take our sins from us and to remember them no more. 

     When Jesus cleared the temple He set into motion the plans that would bring us the ultimate cleansing.  

When Jesus drove the moneychangers out of the temple, the religious leaders of the day demanded of Jesus, 

“What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?”  So Jesus said, “Destroy this 

temple and I will raise it again in 3 days.”  Jesus was referring to His body, but they didn’t get that, especially 

since it took them 46 years to restore that temple facility.  However, He knew such a statement would get them 

angry.  And Jesus knew the anger of these religious leaders could eventually influence the people to shout, 

“Crucify Him!”  This way, Jesus could end up on the cross, He could die for the sins of all people, and in 3 

days His body, His temple, would rise from the dead. 

     This plan of Jesus becomes clearer when He was arrested.  The religious leaders were looking for charges 

against Him that would put Him to death, but they couldn’t find any.  Finally they got some people to stand up 

and say, “We heard Him say, ‘I will destroy this temple and in 3 days I will build another one.’”  And those 

words were then used to send Jesus to the cross.  When Jesus died on that cross it was the ultimate cleansing, as 

His death cleansed our bodies, our temple, of any sin that we had ever committed. 

     If you are carrying any burdens, guilt, or clutter in your lives today that is making it difficult for you to live 

with Jesus, then allow Jesus to clean your temple.  Give your sinful burdens and distractions to God so you can 

freely live with Him.  When you do that, it’s like having a dumpster at your house.  It will free you, it fill you with 

joy and relief, and make a big difference in your life.  


