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     In an old MASH television episode Chaplain Mulcahy is traveling with Radar, the company clerk, to pick up 

a wounded soldier at a remote location who needs surgery.  On their way back to their field hospital unit the 

soldier stops breathing.  They pull their jeep over and radio back to the doctors at their unit for instructions on 

what to do.  One of the doctors explains that they will have to make a small incision near the soldier’s throat 

and place a tube in the incision for the soldier to breath.  Radar immediately says, “Oh, no, no, no, I cannot do 

that, no way.”  Chaplain Mulcahy nervously pulls out his pocket knife and says over the radio, “OK, I’ll do it, 

but first I need to say a prayer.”  His commanding officer shouts back, “You better make it a short one.”  As 

Chaplain Mulcahy struggles for the right words he quickly says, “Bless us, O Lord, for these thy gifts which we 

are about to receive, through thy bounty, through Christ our Lord.  Amen.”  Radar says, “That’s grace;” and 

Chaplain Mulcahy replies, “It’s the only prayer I could think of at the moment.” Chaplain Mulcahy goes on then 

to make the incision and saves the soldier’s life. 

     There are times when we start to pray and we have no idea what to pray for or what to say to God.  But we 

can rest assured that God understands us, He knows exactly what we need, and He always answers our prayers.  

The struggle we have many times is when God does not answer our prayers in the way we want or expect.  

Many times we can clearly see when God says “yes” to our prayers, but sometimes He says “wait,” and other 

times He says “no.”  And during those moments when God says “no,” it’s easy to think that God doesn’t care or 

He doesn’t understand, but that is far from the truth.  The Bible is filled with examples of a loving and caring 

God, and I’m sure we could all give examples of God’s care and compassion in our lives.  And yet, even with 

this knowledge, we can still get frustrated or angry with God when He says “no” to our prayers.  Why is that?  

Maybe it is because we are often tempted to find happiness and satisfaction on our own terms.  In other words, 

we have certain expectations of God. McDonald’s used to have the slogan: “You deserve a break today.”  And I 

think that pretty much sums up our philosophy on life.  Whether it’s food, clothing, cars, or anything else, the 

constant message in our world today is, “You have a right to own this.  You are entitled to possess that.” 

     Politicians consistently appeal to this impulse saying things like: “My fellow Americans, you deserve this 

service or those benefits, and the people in the other party want to deny you the things you are entitled to; but if 

you elect me, I’ll make sure you get them.”  Even some churches and ministers, unfortunately, promote this 

idea.  They teach that “you deserve to be healthy, wealthy, and free of pain, and if you come to our church, 

we’ll tell you how.”  

     But fundamentally, this attitude comes, not from advertisers or politicians, it comes from within us.  We 

have expectations of the kind of life we want or think we’re entitled to, but when things don’t go the way we 

expect, we feel betrayed by God.  We feel that God has somehow let us down or He’s not listening.  We may 

think, “I go to church, I give my offerings, I try to lead a good life, and yet I’m struggling.  What’s the point of 

following Jesus if my life is going to be just as difficult and painful as the life of an unbeliever?” 

     Paul, the writer of our second lesson for today, could easily have said that same thing.  Before he was a 

believer, he had everything going for him – power and prestige, but when he started to follow Jesus, his life did 

not get easier, in fact it got a lot more difficult.  But Paul’s words in our text take us back to the basics of what 

we truly deserve and what we can expect from God.  In fact, his words are very fitting for us as Americans on 

this July 4 as we celebrate our national independence.  To a world filled with selfish hearts, to people who are in 

dependence of Christ for spiritual peace and freedom, Paul writes, “God’s grace is sufficient for you.”  Paul 

knows this, because when he wrote these words he was experiencing some kind of thorn in his flesh.  We don’t 

know exactly what this thorn was, but it was probably something that made it very difficult for Paul to do his 

work as an apostle of Jesus.  Paul even referred to this thorn as a “messenger of Satan” and he asked God 3 

times to take it away, but each time God said, “no.”  All he wants to do is serve God and this thorn is preventing 

him from doing his job effectively, but all 3 times God said, “No, I will not take it away.  My grace is sufficient 

for you, Paul.” 

     What’s interesting, though, is that Satan did not give Paul that thorn.  Satan was involved, but he was just an 

unintentional tool being used by God.  God is the one who gave Paul this gift of suffering, which begs the 

question: “Why?”  In the verses leading up to our text Paul said, “I have been in prison more frequently, been 



flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again.  Five times I received from the Jews the 

forty lashes minus one.  Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was 

shipwrecked…I have often gone without sleep…I have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked.”  

And yet in verse 10 of our text Paul says, “For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, 

hardships, persecutions, and calamities.  For when I am weak, then I am strong.”  What did Paul do wrong to 

suffer in so many ways?  The answer is nothing.  These difficult experiences were God’s will for Paul’s life.  

God was using them to remind Paul that even though he was very successful he was still a sinner, who was 

completely dependent on God’s grace. 

     This doesn’t mean, though, that if we are suffering we should just give up and not pray.  Quite the opposite.  

Paul didn’t enjoy suffering, so he prayed for relief and I’m sure it was hard on him when God said “no” to his 

prayers and it is hard for us as well.  Sometimes God take those thorns away, but sometimes, in His wisdom, He 

doesn’t.  Sometimes God allows hardships to enter our lives so that He can keep us humble and to remind us 

just how much we need Him. 

     I’m sure we’ve all heard the phrase, “God never gives you more than you can handle.”  Many times people 

use that phrase when they are trying to offer comfort to someone in the midst of hardship or pain.  But I’ve 

never cared for that statement, because it’s really not accurate.  God often allows us to be in situations that are 

too much for us to handle in order to teach us that there is nothing that God cannot handle.  God’s saving power 

is often seen most clearly against the background of human weakness.  In other words, weaknesses keep us 

dependent on Christ and allow Him to shine through us in ways He couldn’t if we were healthy and strong. 

     Just think about it, it’s easy to believe God loves us when everything is going well.  But how would you feel 

if you were falsely imprisoned?  How would you feel if you had an incurable, debilitating illness?  Would you 

feel God’s love and protection if you were hungry or in danger of death?  Would you question God’s mercy if 

your suffering was not relieved?  Paul faced all of these things quite often, and yet he did not turn away or 

question God’s love for him, because he saw the love of God plainly revealed in the cross of Christ. 

     Maybe you’re going through some difficult times right now or maybe someone is making your life 

frustrating.  Whatever it might be, know that it is part of God’s plan for your life and He knows exactly what 

you need.  God always accomplishes great things through our trials and weaknesses.  Just look at Jesus.  

Nowhere was the human weakness of Christ more evident than upon the cross, where Jesus – who was without 

sin – died alone and abandoned.  But it was through Jesus’ weakness, suffering, and death that God 

accomplished His greatest work as He saved all of humanity and conquered death and the devil through Jesus’ 

resurrection. 

     We may not always understand our sufferings at the time, but through them we will not only come to know 

Jesus more deeply, but we’ll also become more like Him as well.  So let us, like Paul, boast not in our strengths, 

but in our weaknesses, so that Jesus and His power and love, will be clearly revealed through all of us.     


