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     Every morning the local radio and television newscasts report on how the traffic is going for the daily 

commute.  Cameras show how congested some roads are at 7:00am, while people in helicopters will report on 

what they see on the interstate and at major road arteries.  I know many of you commute to the Raleigh area 

every day and you rely on those reports so you will know how long it may take you to get to work.  I also know 

that our commuting time can be put to good use.  Some of you may use your commuting time in the car to learn 

new things as you listen to different programs on the radio, or some of you will simply talk to people at work 

through your hands free smartphone. 

     While there may be many different things you can do with your morning commute, sitting on that strip of 

asphalt or concrete may not look very impressive, but it is a big part of our everyday existence.  So with that in 

mind, I would like you to consider for a moment what you see from your car window every day.  What does the 

world look like to you?  What is the world telling you?  I say this because many times Jesus would compare the 

things in the world that God created to the kingdom of heaven.  We see that today in our Gospel reading where 

Jesus says that the Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed.  Now that might not make any sense to us and it 

probably didn’t make any sense, initially, to a large crowd of people gathered to hear Jesus teach.  How could 

an insignificant tiny seed possibly be like the Kingdom of God?  On another occasion Jesus told a group of 

people that the Kingdom of God was in their midst.  And again, I’m sure people heard this and thought, 

“Really?  Because just as a mustard seed or almost any seed doesn’t look very impressive, Jesus, you don’t 

appear to be very impressive or capable of doing anything great.”  So what was Jesus really saying?  What did 

He want people to see? 

     Paul, the writer of our second lesson today from 2 Corinthians, helps us to see the point Jesus was making.  In 

particular, Paul’s point is that it is not only what we see with our physical eyes that matters, but also what we see 

with our eyes of faith.  In verse 7 of our second lesson Paul says, “We walk by faith, not by sight,” meaning many 

times our faith helps us to see what our eyes cannot.  And I believe there are 2 things in this second lesson that Paul 

wants us to see with our eyes of faith. 

     First, he wants us to see that this world is not our home.  In verses 1&2 he says, “For we know that if the tent 

that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 

heavens.  For in this tent (meaning life here on this earth) we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling.”  

Paul compares the life we have now – our body, our home, and our situation in life – to living in a tent.  Now 

I’m not a big fan of camping, perhaps because during my years in the Army I spent weeks at a time living out in 

the woods for our field training exercises and it would always seem to rain nonstop, and we would rarely use 

tents because we were constantly changing locations.  But whether or not you like camping, I think we would 

all agree that no matter how great the campsite, no matter how spacious the tent, sleeping in a tent never gives 

you the same kind of restful sleep that your own bed does at home.  In fact, camping probably helps you to truly 

appreciate the comforts you have in your home. 

     So I’m sure we are all very happy to hear Paul say that this life is like living in a tent –  meaning that it is 

only temporary, and that we have a better home, an eternal home in God’s kingdom waiting for all of us.  Now, 

oddly enough, that’s both a warning and a sense of  encouragement from Paul. 

     It serves as a warning because when we are not looking at our lives with eyes of faith, we tend to treat this 

life as if it’s the only one we’ll have.  As a result, we can become more concerned about building up our bank 

account than building up our faith in Jesus.  I’ve seen people who will browse through dozens of websites to 

find the best deal on a product they want to buy or on how to fix something in their home, but they don’t show 

that same kind of diligence for the study of God’s Word which will strengthen their souls.  Many of us will 

spend hours each week maintaining our houses, caring for the yard, or taking our children or grandchildren to 

their extracurricular activities, but we won’t give a passing thought to how well our family’s spiritual life is 

running.  Paul is warning us that this life and all the things of this world that monopolize our attention will not 

last. 

     But Paul’s words are also encouraging, because while this world is like living in a tent – in that it is only 

temporary, so then are all of the aches, pains, and disappointments we have to endure as well.  Paul says that we 



will continue to groan as we endure this life.  We groan, because our body doesn’t work the way it used to or 

the way it should.  We groan, because the person we married turns out to be a sinner and not the Mr./Mrs. 

Perfect we thought.  We groan, because people disappoint us or because our parents seem to care more about 

their work than they do about us.  But while we may groan, our eyes of faith help us to see that someday Jesus 

will take away all suffering, and that gives us hope. 

     There is an old Peanuts comic strip that shows Lucy and her brother, Linus, sitting in front of the television 

and Lucy says to Linus, “Get me a glass of water.”  Linus looks somewhat surprised and says, “Why should I do 

anything for you?  You never do anything for me?”  Lucy then replies, “Ok, on your 75th birthday I will bake you 

a cake.”  Linus then gets up, goes to the kitchen to get Lucy some water and says, “Life is more pleasant when 

you have something to look forward to.” 

     And that is certainly true for us.  Life is more pleasant when we know that we have a permanent home in 

heaven which God is graciously building for us.  Therefore, the second thing Paul wants us to see is that since 

we have this wonderful home to look forward to, our goal then should be to please God.  In verse 9 Paul says, 

“So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.”  And one of the greatest ways for us to 

please Jesus is to love one another in the same way as He loves us.  In 1 John 3:18 it says, “Let us not love in 

word or talk, but in deed and in truth.”  Love is a matter of conduct and how we acts towards others is what love 

is all about.  Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians that love is patient and kind.  We do a lot of waiting in our lives.  We 

wait in traffic on the way to work in the morning, we wait for marriage, we wait for children, we wait for an 

illness to pass, and we wait for an appointment.  Waiting requires patience and that’s where we sometimes 

struggle.  But if God can make allowances for our faults, then we can be patient with one another. 

     Kindness means the ability to care for each other in the practical details of everyday life.  Kindness knows 

how to turn the grand vows we make in marriage into washing dishes, cleaning the house, changing diapers, and 

staying up with sick children or grandchildren.  That’s kindness, and kindness also involves forgiving one 

another, just as God has forgiven us.  Love is alive when it is patient and kind, and also when it is giving, as a 

matter of conduct. 

     When I was growing up, it was a tradition in our home that you could have whatever you wanted for dinner 

on your birthday.  So I thought it was fun to say that we were going to have pizza for dinner because I wanted it, 

and then to remind everyone that I did not have to set the table for dinner or clear the table after dinner, because 

it was my birthday.  But as we look at this text (some heard me say this in the past), it really should be the other 

way around.  What better day than to commit yourself to loving and serving others than on your birthday?  

After all, this is why God put us in the world – to be a blessing to our communities by loving and serving 

others. 

     So the next time you are stuck in traffic, look at the world around you, not only with your physical eyes, but 

also with your eyes of faith, and see that this world is not your home.  However, while we are here let us seek to 

please Jesus, the one who paid for your eternal home in heaven through his death on the cross, by putting our 

love into action and serving others.                


