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     Today is Father’s Day and I think we would all agree that dads are different from moms.  

They parent differently.  They protect differently.  They teach differently.  Where moms see 

danger, they will often say, “Be careful,” and they will buy protective equipment for their 

children.  But dads can look at the same situation and instead of seeing danger, they will see an 

opportunity for growth and will say, “It’s ok,” because they see a chance to toughen their 

children for the realities of life.  Moms will say, “You worry me too much.”  But dads will say, 

“Don’t worry too much.”  In the context of the culture of His day, you could say that Jesus loved 

like a mother, but taught like a father.  He didn’t have His disciples sit down in a classroom to 

learn, instead Jesus took His disciples to “work” with Him so they could learn by doing.  But like 

all children, they learned through trial and error, and often got it wrong. 

     In our Gospel lesson Jesus had spent the day with His disciples teaching them about faith, 

which will be the very thing they lack in this story, and what the Kingdom of God is like.  After 

teaching all day and explaining these concepts to His disciples, Jesus decides that they should 

leave and go to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, because there were other needs to be met.  So 

they all got into a boat that night and set sail for the other side.  And since several of the disciples 

were fishermen by trade, they probably felt very comfortable doing this knowing that they could 

probably handle anything that came their way.  In fact, I wouldn’t be surprised if they told Jesus, 

“We can handle the boat, so why don’t you just take it easy and get some rest.” 

     While they were sailing a storm hit them.  Now, I’m sure these fishermen had experienced 

storms in the past, but the power of this one appears to have caught them by surprise.  The waves 

of the sea crashed upon the boat and it began to fill with water.  The disciples tried to do what 

they could, but to no avail.  Was the boat going to sink?  Suddenly these experienced fishermen 

are scared and fearing for their lives.  But, perhaps, what is even more surprising is the fact that 

Jesus was sleeping through all of it.  How could Jesus sleep in the middle of a storm that, 

according to our text, rocked the boat and swamped it with water? 

     So the disciples decide to do the smart thing and go to Jesus for help.  After all, He has shown 

them that He has power over sickness and demons, so maybe He can do something here.  The 

disciples woke Jesus up and said, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 

     Now imagine, upon waking, how Jesus must have felt when He heard those words: “Teacher, 

do you not care that we are perishing?”  The disciples had recently seen Jesus heal people who 

were sick; they had seen Him drive demons out of people, and they heard Him talk about the 

Kingdom of Heaven, but notice they do not address Him as “Lord” or “Master” or “Son of God.”  

To them, He is only their teacher – and a seemingly uncaring one at that. 

     “Teacher, do you not care…?”  Not care?  Caring is what Jesus’ whole life was about.  It was 

caring that made Him leave His mother, brothers, and sisters.  It was caring that moved Him to 

heal the sick.  It was caring that made Jesus drive demons out of people.  It was caring that 



motivated Him to live a perfect life of obedience.  And it was caring that someday Jesus would 

lay down His life for helpless humanity.  A caring Jesus lived, died, and rose for this frightened 

world in which we live.  Jesus not care?  What a way to be awakened. 

     But accusing God of not caring is actually nothing new.  Centuries before, in our Old 

Testament lesson for today, Job had wondered if God cared.  In the chapters leading up to our 

Old Testament lesson Job had suffered tremendously and he wrongly he cries out, “Can’t you see 

that I’m suffering, God?  I don’t deserve this.  Do you hear me?”  In His response God uses the 

image of constructing a building to describe how He created the world with every detail as His 

way of saying, “Believe it or not, Job, I knew what I was doing when I created the earth.  I have 

always been with you.  I see what you are going through and I really do care.”  And as proof of 

His care and power, God then reversed all of the damage that the devil had done to Job and He 

gave Job even more than he had before.  Even earlier in the Old Testament, in the book of 

Exodus, after God freed His chosen people from 400 years of Egyptian slavery and they 

wandered the land for 40 years before entering the land of Israel, the people constantly wondered 

if God cared, even though he provided them with food, clothing, and shelter on a daily basis. 

     Now, in our text for today, the Lord again finds Himself accused of not caring by the very 

people He had come to save.  So Jesus wakes up, speaks a few words – rebuking the storm – and 

immediately the sea and everything outside is calm.  This was not a gradual subsiding of the 

storm, but rather a sudden and complete calm.  The disciples were filled with awe, as well as a 

new fear, as verse 41 says, “And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, ‘Who 

then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?’”  Instead of hugging and thanking Jesus 

for calming the storm, the disciples are filled with a new fear, because they realize they are in the 

presence of someone who has an incredible amount of power.  Who is this?  They should have 

known.  They saw Jesus heal people and perform miracles.  They saw the wind and waves obey 

Him.  This miracle reveals His identity.  He is God.  God gave proof to the Israelites, to Job, and 

to the disciples that He cared and was all powerful, and yet they still questioned Him. 

     And sadly, we must admit that even with all of our knowledge, with all of the proof we have 

of God’s love and power, we still question at times if God cares.  We have all experienced 

storms in our lives.  I’m not talking about thunderstorms or hurricanes.  Our storms are the 

diagnosis from the doctor telling us that we have cancer.  In a matter of minutes you go from 

feeling fine to setting up chemotherapy and planning for surgery, wondering if you are going to 

die.  Our storms are the calls or messages we get in the middle of the night, telling us of someone 

in the family who has been involved in a car accident.  Our storms are the crises at home, where 

a marriage is ready to break up.  You’ve had relationship problems before, but this storm is 

different.  He or she might not come back, and you are filled with guilt and fear.  When we 

experience any of these storms we may feel alone or deserted, and sometimes we tend to blame 

God by crying out, “God, where are you?  Don’t you care?” 

     Yes, He does.  He cares about your health, He cares about the safety of your loved ones, He 

cares about your marriage, He cares about Job, He cares about His disciples in a storm, and He 

cares about all of us when we feel like we are sinking in our problems. 



     In fact, as God looked at humanity in its weak and tired condition, He saw our fears and 

struggles, and He decided to do something about it to show He cared.  He sent His only Son, 

Jesus, from heaven to this earth to become one of us, to experience the storms that are a part of 

our lives, and to face the fears that terrorize us.  God sees and cares.  He is always willing to 

listen to us and to take care of our problems.  He may not do things according to our logic and 

we may not always understand His ways or have all the answers, but through it all God cares. 

     That doesn’t mean the storms in our lives will go away if we call on God for help.  After all, 

Jesus knew His disciples would experience a powerful storm and yet, He still got in the boat with 

them.  And as we sail out of here today, Jesus knows what terrible storms might be right around 

the corner for us.  But Jesus goes with us and He has all the power you and I need to get through 

our storms.  That is His promise.  It doesn’t mean we will have fewer storms if we trust in God’s 

promise.  It doesn’t mean life will be easier for us.  But that promise alone got Noah through a 

storm.  It got the Israelites through 40 years of wandering through the wilderness before they 

reached the promised land.  It got Mary, the mother of our Lord, through her pregnancy.  It got 

Jesus through His crucifixion, and it will be sufficient to get us through all of the storms of our 

lives.  God cares and He will always be with you.        


