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     When a person enrolls in one of our Lutheran Seminaries, and our denomination has two seminaries – one in 

St. Louis, MO and the other in Fort Wayne, IN – they are assigned to a church at the start of the school year 

where students learn how to lead worship, teach Bible classes, and conduct home or shut in visits from the 

pastor of that church. This is known as your “field work church.”  One day I went with the pastor from my field 

work church to visit one of the members of the church who lived in a nursing home.  The pastor told me the 

man had been very active at the church for many years, until he moved into a nursing home about 5 years ago. 

     When we walked into this elderly man’s room, the man looked at us and shouted, “Who are you!?”  The 

pastor greeted the man by his first name and explained to the him that we came to visit him and to offer him 

communion.  The man invited us in and as we made some small talk he told us several stories of what it was like 

growing up in St. Louis.  While the pastor came to visit him on a regular basis, I don’t think he recognized him 

as the man’s dementia sometimes caused him to say some unusual things.  For example, he asked us if we 

remembered how beautiful his wife was on their wedding day.  The pastor and I were not even alive when the 

man was married over 60 years earlier, but he insisted we were both there as groomsmen.  When the nurse came 

in to bring him some medication, the man insisted that we take his lunch plate and put it in the top drawer of his 

dresser.  He also appeared to be confused with his medication as he took his pills and threw them across the 

room.  The pastor told me this happened on a regular basis. 

     But what was truly amazing to me was when the pastor asked him if he wanted communion, he immediately 

settled down and his confusion seemed to disappear.  He folded his hands, we prayed the Lord’s Prayer 

together, he confessed his sins as we do here in worship on Sunday mornings, and he ate the wafer and drank 

the small cup of wine.  As soon as we finished communion he said, “Jesus died for me; He’s my Savior,” and as 

we left he said, “Jesus loves you.”  The pastor explained this is how it was with this man every time he came to 

visit him. 

     What I learned from that experience was that while a disease like dementia can impair a person’s memory, it 

cannot destroy a person’s faith.  This 87 year-old man at the nursing home knew Jesus.  He had a strong 

relationship with Jesus that had been building for many years.  It started at his baptism in the early 1900s, it 

grew when he was confirmed at the end of 8th grade in the 1920s, and throughout his life he told many people 

about Jesus.  I know that for a fact, because the pastor told me when he died a few years later many people 

came to his funeral, many he didn’t know, but they said they knew Jesus as their Savior because of this man. 

     So how well do we know Jesus?  Do our words and actions show others that we know Jesus?  Our Old 

Testament lesson for today from Genesis 3 is probably one of the saddest chapters in the Bible.  God loved Adam 

& Eve and they loved Him.  They walked with Him and talked with Him every day in a perfect world.  They were 

happy that God was in charge of their lives.  But then Satan approaches Eve and tempts her with two very 

attractive concepts – knowledge and power.  In essence, Satan says to Eve, “Eve, you know good, but you don’t 

know evil.  Wouldn’t it be great if you were just like God?  If you eat from that tree then you will be like God.  

You will know good and evil.”  Even though Adam & Eve knew God, the thought of being like Him or equal to 

Him was irresistible, so they ate the fruit from the tree that God had told them was forbidden.  As a result they 

destroyed their relationship with God, and sin and death entered the world. 

     In our Gospel lesson, the people who should have known Jesus the best – His mother and brothers – 

demonstrate that they really didn’t know Him at all.  When they heard that Jesus was so busy teaching and 

healing that He didn’t even have time to eat, they told anyone who would listen that Jesus was out of His mind.  

Can you imagine Mary saying that about Jesus?  But perhaps that is not surprising considering how we often 

think the same thing.  “Jesus you want me to give you 10% of my income?  You want me to be in worship 

every Sunday and to attend Bible studies?  Do you understand how busy I am every day?  You want me to 

honor my parents who are so uncool?  You want me to avoid swearing, even when I’m mad?  Even though 

everyone else does it?  Really, Jesus?  Are you out of your mind?” 

     The thing is Jesus is out of His mind.  He’s crazy about you and doesn’t want to lose you to Satan.  He wants 

to have a close, full-time relationship with you and to live with you forever.  That was the point of a parable that 

Jesus told about a shepherd who left behind 99 perfectly good sheep to go looking for one lost sheep.  Why 



didn’t the shepherd just cut his losses?  99 out of 100 – 99% is pretty good.  Why spend the time and effort 

looking for an animal that had probably wandered off before?  It’s because Jesus’ love for us is so great, greater 

than a parent’s love for a child, that He will never give up on us.  When just one person becomes a believer or 

comes back to church, the Bible says that Jesus and all of heaven celebrates.  So it really shouldn’t surprise us 

to hear in our Gospel lesson that Jesus willingly skipped meals to help sinners He had come to save.  Jesus 

seemed to be out of His mind, because He had given His mind, heart, and body to serving and saving lost 

people.  How comforting that thought is for all of us who keep falling into sin.  I’m glad Jesus is out of His 

mind crazy about us, because if He wasn’t, we would be lost forever. 

     So, how well do we know Jesus?  What kind of relationship do we have with Him?  Paul, the writer of our 

second lesson from 2 Corinthians knew Jesus, he loved Jesus, and he dedicated his life to telling others about 

Jesus even in the face of death.  Paul suffered tremendously and faced death many times because of his faith, 

but Paul’s relationship with Jesus was so great that he was willing to suffer even death, rather than fall away 

from Jesus.  In fact, I would like you to notice in verse 17 the words that Paul uses to describe those times 

where he was almost put to death for his faith.  He says, “For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us 

an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison…”  I must admit if people made me suffer and threatened to 

put me to death for my faith, I don’t think I would say those were “light momentary afflictions.” 

     When Paul came into a relationship with Jesus he sought to be a blessing to his community by sharing his 

faith in Jesus with others and eventually starting churches.  Now this didn’t happen overnight, it started by first 

building relationships with people, just as Jesus had built a relationship with him.  And this is true of our 

confirmation students.  Today we will have the joy of seeing 17 middle school students confess their faith in 

Jesus and promise, like Paul, to suffer even death rather than fall away from Jesus.  Now that is quite a promise, 

but they will confidently make that promise and other promises, because they have a relationship with Jesus that 

has been growing since the day they were baptized.  Today they will confirm the promises their parents made to 

them on their baptism day to raise them in the Christian faith, bring them to worship, and to pray for them. 

     We have people all around us, at work, at school, and in our neighborhoods, who don’t know Jesus.  So as 

this pandemic eases this is a great time to start building or strengthening relationships with our neighbors.  This 

might involve simply talking to our neighbors, inviting them over for dinner, or offering to help them in some 

way so that they may see and understand that you know Jesus and that your home is built on God’s love. 

     If you don’t think you can be a blessing to your community, consider this: If an 87 year-old man in a nursing 

home with dementia can be used by Jesus to make an impact on my life and the lives of others to the point that I 

still remember his simple words of faith 30 years later, just imagine what Jesus can do through you.  Imagine 

what a blessing you can be to others, when you allow Him to use you as His instrument of love to others.  Jesus 

is my Savior, because He died for me and He loves you.  So let’s tell the world today beginning in our 

neighborhoods and wherever we go.           


