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     Next Sunday I’m sure many of you will contact your mother or your children will contact you for Mother’s 

Day.  I’m sure many of you will call your mother on your phone or maybe you will talk to her through Facetime 

or Zoom.  Some of you will probably visit your mother in person, especially if you have not had an opportunity to 

hug her over the past year.  Maybe you will send your mother a musical e-card which will sing, “I love you, 

mom” when she opens it on her smart phone, tablet, or computer.  Some of you will probably send or receive 

Mother’s Day messages, pictures, or videos on Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, Twitter, or Tic Toc.  Maybe you 

will text your mom or send her a simple greeting card or give her something creative you found on Pintrest, or 

maybe you will take the time to send her a good old fashion hand-written letter.  Whatever your thoughts, I 

believe almost everyone will find some way to connect with family next Sunday. 

     Isn’t it amazing how connected we are today?  It used to be that when you went home at the end of the day 

from your job, your work was done.  But not anymore.  Everyone now – family members, friends, neighbors, 

co-workers, and customers can contact you at any time of the day and you are expected to respond within 

minutes – whether you are outside working in your yard or out to dinner with your family celebrating a 

birthday.  Many times people complain about the intrusions that come with being connected with others.  So if 

that’s the case, why don’t people just disconnect from their phones or computers when they are off of work or 

when the school day is done if they don’t like the intrusions?  Because they are afraid if they do, they will be 

separated from the world and may miss something important. 

     There are so many thoughts, ideas, texts, posts, tweets, and blogs these days that it seems like everyone has 

something to say and wants to connect to others in some way.  The world wide web of connections has certainly 

changed the way we connect and communicate with one another.  But what about your connection to God, the 

One who created all of these connections?  Do you get upset when you miss a Sunday in worship in the same 

way that you complain when your internet or Wi-Fi connection goes down?  Our Gospel lesson for today talks 

about the importance of staying connected to Jesus, and in this text Jesus uses some timeless imagery to explain 

the importance of staying connected to Him.  In verse 5 He said, “I am the vine, you are the branches.” 

     When Jesus spoke these words, everyone knew about growing grapes.  It was a very important industry in 

Israel’s economy.  While most of us may not grow grapes in our yard, there are certainly some simple things 

about grape vines that we do understand.  Vines and branches can provide shade, greenery, and beauty, but I’m 

sure we all know that the main purpose of branches on a grape vine is to produce grapes – to bear fruit.  And 

Jesus says in this reading from John 15 that since He is the vine and we are the branches, we are to bear fruit.  

But what exactly does that mean for us? 

     Bearing fruit must be important, because not only does Jesus mention it 5 times in the first 5 verses of this 

text, but He makes it very clear that as branches we are to be connected to Him, the true vine, as He gives us 

nourishment and life.  In other words, our Lord expects us to produce.  He looks for us to give evidence of what 

He has invested in us.  In verse 4, Jesus says, “Abide in me, and I in you.”  That word “abide” means more than 

just a temporary stay or hanging around.  It means to dwell, to establish a home, to stay put.  It is an abiding that 

has no division.  No one is excluded because of race, gender, economic standing, education, or physical 

impairment.  When Jesus says, “Abide in me as I abide in you,” He is saying, “I have come and made my home 

with you.  Now make your home in me.” 

     Having a sense of home is a very important feeling for all of us.  It is nice to know that there is always a 

place where we are welcome and comfortable, or feel safe from the harshness of our world.  Gift shops and 

social media sites are full of sayings about home: “Home is where your heart is.  There’s no place like home.  

Home is where they will always take you in.” 

     However, for some people home is not a sweet place.  It is a place of hurt and pain, especially in broken 

families.  When there has been violence and rioting in our own country over the past few years, there have been 

people who were afraid to stay in their homes.  So these wonderful sayings about home may appear to be just 

illusionary pictures that we have created for some people. 

     But the home that Jesus makes in us and that we have in Him is not an illusion.  It is a firm and absolute 

promise of a home that has life.  It is a place that is safe and filled with love, support, and care.  It is a place 



where we can grow and be productive, where human relations are strengthened and nurtured through brothers 

and sisters in Christ. It is what a real home should be. 

     Although the word “abide” gives us a picture of our home with God, the image Jesus gives us of a home in 

this text is not one of houses and buildings.  Instead, it is a living, growing vine, filled with branches that are 

going off in all different directions.  And while Jesus expects to see the fruit of faith in our lives that reflects 

what He has been doing for us, it’s important to remember that bearing fruit does not start with us.  It starts with 

God.  Our second lesson from   1 John explains this so nicely.  It says, “In this the love of God was made 

manifest among us (meaning it was revealed to us), that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might 

live through him.  In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent His Son to be the 

propitiation (meaning the “substitute”) for our sins.  Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another.” – 1 John 4:9-11. 

     The fruit of faith and love that we bear starts with God.  Again, Jesus said in verse 5, “I am the vine, you are 

the branches.  Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 

nothing.”  That is a great image – connected to the vine, we have life and bear the fruit of faith, love, and 

unconditional forgiveness; but if we are not connected to the vine, we become weak, there is no fruit, and we 

die. 

     Now does this mean if we haven’t been showing the fruit of faith and love in our lives that we have been cut 

off forever from a relationship with Jesus, the true vine?  No, Jesus tells us that even when we were dead 

branches we were pruned and trimmed so that we would be able to produce fruit.  Now that’s a fine image when 

thinking about a tree or a bush, but it’s not so pleasant when we think about our lives being trimmed and 

pruned, because it often involves pain and difficulty. 

     For example, consider has God ever made you realize your own sinfulness in a way that broke your heart?  

Have you ever been mad at God, because you really wanted to do something that He wouldn’t let you do?  Has 

God ever kept working on you even when all you wanted to do was rebel against Him?  Has He ever led you 

down a difficult or uncomfortable path in life where all you could do was rely on Him?  None of these things 

are easy, but has He ever used these things to help you grow?  If so, then you have been trimmed, shaped, 

molded, and strengthened to bear even more fruit – such as the fruit of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, gentleness, and self-control in your life. 

     It doesn’t matter how old you are, our Lord is not done shaping you.  He will continue to shape you as you 

hear His Word and He will strengthen you through His body and blood in Holy Communion.  In fact, each time 

we come to the Lord’s Supper, we receive life from the true vine, Jesus Christ, who abides in us so that we may 

produce fruits that are good and acceptable to Him.  Our life and our strength depends on a close and constantly 

connected relationship with Jesus.  Living apart from that source of life, from that home, will eventually prove 

to be fatal.  So stay connected to Him, live in Him as He lives in you. 


