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     The month of May is usually an exciting time for high school, college, and graduate students as they complete 

their studies and are awarded a diploma for their years of hard work.  And as graduates prepare to enter the working 

world, encouraged by families, friends, teachers, and professors to go out there and make a difference in this world, 

one of the greatest things a graduate likes to hear at this time of the year is for an employer to say, “You are the one 

we want for the job.” 

     When God looked at the spiritual condition of the world in the days of the Old Testament, He wanted to send 

someone to go out there and speak for Him.  And Isaiah was the one he wanted for the job.  So just like families, 

friends, teachers, and professors prepare students to go out into the world to do great things with the skills and 

talents they have developed, God prepared Isaiah to be His prophet – to speak for Him to a world filled with 

sinners who were turning away from God.  Isaiah was the one God wanted for the job of witnessing his faith and 

proclaiming God’s Word. 

     Now, how did Isaiah know that God was calling him to be a prophet?  God gave Isaiah an amazing vision.  

Isaiah saw God seated on a throne in a temple and His robe’s train filled the entire temple.  And there were 

angels, known as a seraphim, each with six wings hovering near the Lord saying or singing, “Holy, holy, holy is 

the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!”  And verse 4 says that the foundations of the temple 

shook at the sound of the angels, and the temple was filled with smoke.  This was God’s way of calling Isaiah. 

     While God may not come to us in such a vision, God also calls us and prepares us for ministry and outreach.  

When God looks at the spiritual decay in our world today and its need for the Gospel message of Jesus’ love 

and forgiveness, He can’t help but to look at you and me and say, “You are the one I want for the job.”  Why? 

Because God has prepared us through baptism, where He called us to be His children.  He has prepared us 

through the education He has given to us.  He has created us with the skills, talents, and abilities that are needed 

to do His work.  He has formed us through the relationships we have and through the experiences we have gone 

through in our lives.  And God has worked on us through His Word that we hear in worship every weekend.  As 

a result, there are people who God wants to reach through you and me.  God has personally prepared us for this 

job just like He prepared the prophet Isaiah. 

    Just imagine what this moment was like for Isaiah, seeing God on a throne, angels all around, their voices 

shaking the building, and the place filled with smoke.  It had to be awesome!  So how did Isaiah respond?  He 

begins by saying, “Woe,” but not as in, “Whoa, this is amazing!”  Instead, Isaiah says, “Woe is me!  For I am 

lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have see 

the King, the Lord of hosts!” Isaiah was afraid at this moment that He was going to be destroyed, because in the 

holiness and presence of God he is suddenly fully aware of his sin.  Isaiah did not believe he was the right one 

for the job, because even the slightest sin, like unclean lips – such as smiling at a dirty joke or selfishly 

frowning when someone asks for a minute of our time – is not tolerated before God.  A sinful human being 

cannot stand before God and live.  So, do you know what Isaiah needed?  He needed God’s forgiveness and so 

do we. 

     As we come before God today in our worship, His holiness reveals our sin.  It reveals our failure to use our 

gifts, talents, and abilities in a God pleasing way and in ways that serve our neighbors.  A holy God is not ok 

with our sin.  We seem to be the wrong people for the job of sharing His Word and living His love, because we 

don’ always do this in the way God wants. 

     So God fixes Isaiah’s situation by freely forgiving Him, as He has one of the seraphim grab a burning coal 

from the altar – the place that was used to sacrifice animals for one’s sins – and touches Isaiah’s mouth, and the 

angel says, “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 

     Isaiah learned firsthand that day that God is not only holy, but he also learned that God is totally forgiving.  

Notice that Isaiah didn’t have to ask for forgiveness.  And God didn’t tell Isaiah, “Get away from me, you 

sinner, and don’t come back until you have your life in order.”  Instead, in His loving kindness, God forgives 

Isaiah and frees him from the guilt of his sin, so that Isaiah may fully know and experience the freedom of 

living in the love of God. 



     As soon as Isaiah was assured of his forgiveness, he then heard God speak for the first time, saying, “Whom 

shall I send, and who will go for us?”  God needed a volunteer, but what was the mission?  How difficult would 

it be?  How long would it take?  How much would it cost?  None of that mattered to Isaiah.  Before he even 

knew what he was signing up for Isaiah said, “Here I am!  Send me.”  In the presence of God, Isaiah saw how 

he had lived his life and He felt useless and unworthy, but when God touched him and forgave him, Isaiah 

realized that God was calling him to the job of being His messenger to His people. 

     So when we encounter God, what happens to us?  Are we like Isaiah in that we feel unworthy before God, 

thinking, “God can’t use me.  I’ve failed in my job; I’ve failed in my marriage; God doesn’t want a failure.”  

But failure is not determined by the mistakes we make.  Failure is based upon how we respond to those 

mistakes.  Being an unwed parent does not make you a failure.  Failure is determined in how you will care for 

your child or children.  Losing your job, for whatever reason, does not make you a failure.  Failure is 

determined if you decide to give up on something you’ve been attempting to accomplish.  A failed marriage is 

not a reflection on your ability to love.  Failure is determined in how you will use that love to reach others.  

Peter, in our second lesson, had failed miserably in being faithful to Jesus.  In the text from Acts, Peter is 

preaching his first sermon in which 3000 come to faith, and yet, just before Jesus was arrested and crucified, 

about 50 days earlier, Peter told Jesus he would never abandon Him.  But when he was asked if he was one of 

Jesus’ disciples, when Jesus was put on trial, Peter denied that he ever knew Him.  Peter knew he had failed, but 

Jesus forgave him and then used him to preach an amazing first sermon. 

     Unlike Isaiah, we are not going to be touched with a burning coal from the altar of God, but we will be 

touched with Jesus’ forgiveness.  Here at this altar, we will all feel the touch of Jesus’ forgiveness through the 

bread and wine of Holy Communion.  It is here that God will hear our cries and sorrows, and He will touch us 

with His forgiveness to keep us connected to Him and to make us the right people for the job of sharing His 

Word and Living His love with others. 

     Isaiah responded to the love and forgiveness of God in his life by being God’s messenger.  Peter responded 

to Jesus’ forgiveness by leaving his job as a fisherman to catch people for Jesus.  How will you respond today 

as you receive God’s love and forgiveness?  Will your lives be any different?  God worked great things through 

Isaiah, Peter, and many others despite their flaws and failures.  In fact, the Bible is not full of perfect or holy 

people, but is full of instances of a holy God working through them and forgiving them when they sin.  So 

whatever your flaws and failures are, God can and will work through them too.  He has already invested so 

much in you.  He has prepared you and forgiven you.  When God looks at the spiritual condition of our day, and 

of the need for people to hear the message of His love and forgiveness, because of the grace of Jesus, He can’t 

help but to think of you and say, “You are the right person for the job!”  I pray that you will all be willing to 

respond to God with the excitement of a graduate getting their first job or the excitement of Isaiah knowing he 

is forgiven by using your unique gifts and talents, and saying to God, “Here I am!  Send me.”     


