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     Last year Ron Popeil,(Po Peel) the famed American inventor, television star, and creator of 

the television “informercial” died at the age of 86.  His invented and pitched many different 

products, including The Pocket Fisherman, Mr. Microphone, the Smokeless Ashtray, and the 

Veg-O-Matic (a product that was eventually spoofed by Dan Aykroyd on Saturday Night Live).  

But he is probably best known for inventing the Rotisserie Oven, in which over 8 million units 

have been sold, and in his informercial for the Rotisserie Oven he had this catchphrase that 

everyone remembered, “Set It and Forget It.”  You put the food in, set the oven, and walk away – 

just set it and forget it. 

     In our Gospel lesson for today Mary (Jesus’ mother) reminds us to do the same thing with our 

worries, cares, and needs.  Jesus and some of His disciples are at a wedding, and Mary is there also.  

We don’t know who had gotten married or what connection they all had with the bride and groom, 

except that Mary must have been close enough to the bride and groom to be involved with the 

serving of the meal or refreshments, and she must have had some kind of authority over the servants 

who were working the reception. 

     All of a sudden an unusual thing happened – they ran out of wine.  Now this wasn’t like a bar 

at a wedding today running out of beer or alcohol.  Wine, in those days, was a common drink at 

meals, so not to have any wine would be like telling the guests, “I’m sorry, we don’t have 

anything for you to drink, so you’ll just have to go home.”  Mary saw this potentially 

embarrassing situation and took it to Jesus saying, “They have no wine.”  I often wonder what 

Mary expected Jesus to do about it.  Did she want Him to send His disciples out to buy some 



more wine?  Was she just telling Him, because she felt bad for the couple?  Plus, was this really 

a crisis that Jesus, the Savior of the world, needed to be involved in? 

     Jesus’ response seems to indicate that this is really not His problem as He says to her, “Woman, 

what does this have to do with me?  My hour has not yet come.”  The word, “Woman” may sound 

rather odd to us.  I don’t think any of us would ever refer to our mothers as “woman,” but it was 

actually a very respectful term in those days, like “ma’am” is today.  Jesus’ answer indicates that 

He had a different purpose in mind than she did, namely that their relationship was changing from 

mother and son, to now Lord and disciple.  At the same time I think Mary went to Jesus with this 

situation, because she knew Jesus was more than just her son.  She believed that He was her Lord, 

someone who had the power to do the extraordinary or to solve an impossible situation. 

     While you would think that Mary would have been somewhat disappointed with Jesus’ 

response, instead she demonstrates an amazing faith in her Son as she tells the servants, “Do 

whatever He tells you.”  Even though Jesus had appeared to reject Mary’s request, she believed 

that He would answer her request.  She committed the situation to Jesus, believing that He would 

take care of it.  Her behavior reminded me of that infomercial catchphrase, “Set it and Forget it.”  

She committed the situation to Jesus – “commit it” – and then it’s like she says, “forget it,” in 

that she doesn’t appear to worry about it as she tells the servants, “Do whatever He tells you.” 

     But just as amazing as what Mary did in showing her faith in Jesus, is what Mary did not say.  

She simply says to Jesus, “They have no more wine.”  How often when we take our problems to 

Jesus do we also include how we believe He should solve them?  Notice that Mary did not tell 

Jesus how to solve the situation.  She simply trusted that He would.  And when we see Jesus’ 

solution, it is definitely not one that she or any one of us would have ever come up with in that 

situation.  Can you imagine Mary saying, “Jesus, we’re out of wine.  Why don’t you take those 



jars over there, fill them with water, and turn the water into wine?”  I’m sure that is not the 

solution she would have come up with at the moment.  But have you ever noticed how God’s 

solutions to our problems are rarely what we would expect and are often much more amazing? 

     Think about the Israelites entering the promised land at Jericho in the Old Testament.  There 

were these huge walls about the city and the people living there were strong and powerful.  How 

would they ever make it into the land without getting destroyed?  God’s answer to their problem?  

He’ll just have the Israelites walk around those walls for 7 days, blow their horns, and the walls 

will come tumbling down and the people will flee. Which one of us would have come up with 

that solution?  With all of the wars that our nation has fought in their history, that is a strategy 

that has never been used by our military leaders.  Think about David, this young shepherd boy, 

going up against the powerful 9-foot tall giant named Goliath.  How would David ever take 

down Goliath?  God’s answer?  With one small single stone hurled by David at the giant’s head 

Goliath would fall to the ground and die.  Which one of us would have come up with that 

solution?  For generations people have sinned against God and the punishment for just one sin is 

supposed to be eternal death, eternal separation from God.  But God wants to save us, so how 

will He do it?  He’ll have His Son live a perfect life for us, die on a cross in our place, and three 

days later rise from the dead.  He rises to say that for all those who trust in Him and what He has 

done for them, death will be the entrance to eternal life in heaven.  Which one of us would have 

ever come up with such a solution to our sin?  But our God does. 

     Mary’s simple prayer, “They have no more wine,” reminds us that it is always much better to 

lay your problems in the Lord’s hands and let Him decide how to solve them, rather than 

demanding that God give us our solution, because God’s answers are always so much better than 

we could have ever imagined.  Do you think Mary ever expected Jesus to create wine from 



water?  No, I would think Jesus’ solution caught Mary by surprise.  But Mary knew from 

personal experience, such as conceiving Jesus as a virgin, having to travel to Bethlehem while 

pregnant, and having only a manger for Jesus to sleep, that sometimes God does things and asks 

us to do things that initially might seem very strange.  But however strange or unusual Jesus’ 

directives may be, Mary encourages the servants to trust Him as she did. 

     So when Jesus told them to fill these huge jars with water, each being able to hold 20-30 

gallons of liquid, they did what He asked even though it didn’t seem to have anything to do with 

solving the problem at hand.  Remember, they’re out of wine.  And then Jesus told them to do 

something else that didn’t make sense saying, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of 

the feast” (John 2:8).  I wouldn’t be surprised if they were thinking, “Why are we taking water to 

get approved by the master of the feast?  You only do that for wine.”  But when the master of the 

feast tasted the water, it had been changed into wine.  And not just any wine, but some of the 

finest wine.  The master had no idea what had taken place, but the disciples saw that Jesus had 

performed a miracle that revealed who they believed Him to be - God in the flesh.  In addition, 

the size of those 6 jars and the fact that the wine was some of the best demonstrates how Jesus 

always gives us more than we need and always gives us His best. 

     When I was single, I enjoyed having a crock pot, because I could put different things into it 

for soup, turn it on in the morning when I left for work, and then forget about it so that when I 

came home at the end of the day, my soup was nice and warm and ready to eat.  Jesus calls us to 

do the same.  We may have many cares and worries in life.  Most of them are probably beyond 

our control.  Mary was worried about this family’s wedding celebration, but she knew there was 

nothing she could do to fix it.  So she committed the situation to Jesus, believing He would take 

care of it, and we are to do the same thing. 



     Let us commit our cares and worries to the Lord, and then forgot about them, meaning, 

instead of telling Jesus how He should fix them, let us trust that He will handle our needs in ways 

that are better than we would ever expect.   


