
     What gets you excited with anticipation these days?  You might say the end of the pandemic.  

But I’m talking about the kind of excitement that keeps you awake at night, because you just 

can’t wait until the event the next day.  For most of us, we had this sort of excitement when we 

were children on Christmas Eve as we had a hard time sleeping, thinking about all of the presents 

we would hopefully receive the next day.  Teenagers might experience this kind of excitement 

the night before they take their driver’s test to get their driver’s license or maybe the night before 

high school graduation.  As a young adult, maybe you had this kind of excitement the night 

before your wedding or as you got near the due date for your first child to be born.  But as we get 

older, we probably don’t have nearly as many of those exciting moments that keep us awake at 

night as we did when we were teenagers or young children.  I was excited that the Carolina 

Hurricanes played hockey last night and that the Green Bay Packers are playing football today, 

but as I anticipated those games this weekend they certainly did not keep me awake at night. 

     What about worship?  Are you excited to be in worship today?  Did you go to bed last night 

and have trouble sleeping because you were thinking, “I can’t wait to see how God will speak to 

me in the morning through His Word and to be forgiven once again for all of my sins.”?  Probably 

not, because for most of us God’s forgiveness may not be something that is new to us.  We heard 

a few weeks ago the familiar story of how Jesus was born on Christmas to be our Savior, and it is 

very easy then to take this story of God’s love and forgiveness for granted as we hear it every year 

and know it by memory.  But imagine if God suddenly said to us, “The window of my forgiveness 

is closing.”  Don’t you think we would probably run to God then, seeking His grace and mercy?  

So if you can imagine that, then you can probably better understand the mindset of the people 

who gathered around John to be baptized by him in our Gospel reading. 

     In the verses leading up to our text it says that crowds of people were coming out to be 

baptized by John.  There wasn’t a lot of hope in the world in the days of this text.  400 years had 



passed since a legitimate prophet had appeared on the scene telling them about how God would 

send someone to save them from their sins.  So when John appeared in the area and started 

saying things in his preaching that were very different from anything they had heard before, I 

would guess that many people may have remembered some of the final words of the Old 

Testament when the prophet Malachi said, “God will send His messenger ahead of Him to 

prepare the way for His coming.”  So I think they had to find out as it says in the opening verse 

of our Gospel lesson that “The people were waiting expectantly, and all were questioning in 

their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ.”  I’m sure they were filled with 

excitement and anticipation as they made their way to see John, thinking, “Could the window of 

God’s grace and forgiveness finally be opening?”  People left their businesses and homes and 

walked for miles just to come and see John. 

     As the people had waited for years for this news and were filled with excitement, John, too, 

had been waiting for Jesus, as he told the people in our text that after him would come one who 

was mightier than anyone, whose sandals he was not even worthy to stoop down and untie.  So 

imagine how excited John was then to finally see Jesus in the crowd, but also how confused he 

must have been when Jesus asked to be baptized.  After all, how could John baptize Jesus when 

he had been telling everyone that he wasn’t even worthy to untie Jesus’ sandals? 

       Plus, if Jesus didn’t need to be baptized, since he was not a sinner, was He insisting that 

John baptize Him in order to set an example for the rest of us to follow?  Certainly baptism is 

God’s will for us, but not in the sense that this is a commandment.  For example, when a friend 

invites you over to his/her house for dinner, you don’t take that as a command, but as a gracious 

invitation.  Likewise, baptism is God’s gracious invitation to have our sins washed away. 

     But again, if Jesus did not have any sins that needed to be washed away, why was He 

baptized?  Think of it this way.  When a friend grabs the check at the end of a meal at a 



restaurant, it means that he/she intends to pay the bill.  When Jesus was baptized, it was His way 

of letting the world know that He was picking up the tab for all of our sins.  And the payment of 

that bill came due on Good Friday, three years later and when it did, it cost Jesus His life. 

     Jesus’ baptism was also the turning point of His earthly life as it ended His life in Nazareth, 

where He probably worked as a carpenter, and marked the beginning of His public ministry.  

This was made clear when immediately after Jesus’ baptism the heavens were torn open, the 

Holy Spirit descended on Him like a dove, and the voice of God the Father said, “You are my 

beloved Son, with you I am well pleased.”  When God the Father said that, it wasn’t just because 

Jesus was a “chip off the old block.”  God the Father was pleased with Jesus because up to that 

point He had done everything perfectly.  He had been the perfect child, never taking toys from 

other children.  He had been a respectful teenager, never rolling His eyes at how slow His 

parents sometimes were to understand Him.  God the Father was pleased with Jesus, because 

although He was already the sinless Son of God, He was also a perfect human being as Adam 

and Eve had once been, and as God had planned for all of us to be. 

     But we are not perfect, far from it, we are sinners and by stepping in line with those sinners in 

the Jordan River waiting to be baptized, Jesus was saying in a sense to all of them and all of us, 

“I will become what you are: a person who worries, a lazy student, someone who holds a 

grudge, a person who cheats, and someone who criticizes.  I will become this and more when  

God the Father collects all of your sins and dumps them on me at the cross.  Meanwhile you will 

go free and will be declared to be what I am – a faithful, perfect child, who is without sin, with 

whom the Father is well pleased.” 

     Jesus’ baptism, therefore, not only revealed that He was the Son of God, but also that He was 

the Savior of the world.  And baptisms today are just as revealing, for what happened at Jesus’ 

baptism still happens in our baptism.  Today when water is poured over a sinner’s head and 



God’s Word is pronounced, all heaven breaks loose as the Holy Spirit descends on that person to 

create faith or to strengthen faith; and because of Jesus, God the Father says, “This is my child 

whom I love, with whom I am well pleased.” 

     The holy God of the universe can claim us sinners as His children, because baptism really does 

wash away all of our sins – the forgiveness is real.  In other words, Baptism is God’s declaration 

to us, not our promise to Him.  Think of it this way, when a child is adopted, the child does not 

choose the parents, the parents choose the child.  The child does not make any promises about 

being faithful to his/her new family, the parents promise to be faithful in loving the child.  The 

child does not pay the legal fees to seal the adoption, the parents pay all of the fees.  In baptism, 

God the Father says with certainty, “You are my child,” because Jesus chose us, promised to love 

us, and willing paid for our adoption with His perfect life and death on the cross. 

     What a relief it must have been, how exciting it must have been for those people in John’s day 

to be baptized and to know that God was providing a means by which He was conveying His 

forgiveness upon them.  The fact that Jesus took away the deadly and eternal consequences of 

our sin should motivate all of us to want to confess our sins here every week in order to hear His 

words of forgiveness, to be baptized (if you haven’t been baptized yet) in order to experience our 

sins being washed away, and to receive Christ’s body and blood in Communion in order to be 

reassured that by eating and drinking we are forgiven.  And then as we leave here each week that 

we would be filled with a sense of excitement to want to serve our Lord with as much eagerness 

and anticipation as we had when we were children looking forward to Christmas day.  Through 

baptism, I am a forgiven child of God – that’s some of the best news we need to share with 

others and it is some of the most comforting news we will ever know at all stages of our lives.      


