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     Every now and then someone comes along and captures our attention with an outrageous 

claim.  I remember growing up watching boxer Muhammad Ali defeat opponent after opponent, 

and whenever he was interviewed he would always proudly proclaim, “I am the greatest.”  You 

didn’t even have to be a sports fan to know this about Muhammad Ali.  He called himself “the 

greatest” so often that his interviews would appear on the news and in different places in society.  

In fact, whenever I played cards or board games with family members or friends, if I would win, 

I would kid around with everyone and say, “I am the greatest,” and my aunt, who never watched 

any sports, would say, “You sound just like Muhammad Ali.”  Many viewed Muhammad Ali’s 

claim to be outrageous, as he did not win all of his fights, but he was entertaining and he 

appeared on the cover of the Sports Illustrated magazine more than any other athlete.  

     Outrageous claims – they capture our imaginations, they change the landscape, and they turn 

ordinary people into heroes or icons.  I’m sure all of you could think of some outrageous claims 

made by public figures, friends, or even family members.  But of all the outrageous claims ever 

made by human beings, none were as shocking or as revolutionary as the claims made by Jesus, 

especially the one He made in our Gospel lesson for today. 

     Our Gospel text from John 8 contains the end of a long and heated conversation between 

Jesus and the religious leaders of the day.  Tensions began to build when, earlier in John 8, Jesus 

did not condemn a woman caught in the act of adultery, but instead forgave her and let her go.  

Soon after that Jesus declared, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk 

in darkness.”  In the eyes of the religious leaders, that was an outrageous claim.  And throughout 



the verses leading up to our text, the conversation goes back and forth as the religious leaders 

basically want to know, “Where do you get off, Jesus, making such claims about yourself?” 

     As we approach our text, the conversation gets worse as Jesus accuses them of being children 

of the devil.  Can you imagine accusing religious scholars as being children of the devil?  The 

religious leaders shoot back in the opening verses of our text by calling Jesus a “Samaritan” 

(which was an insult in those days) and accusing Him of being demon possessed.  The 

conversation has just about reached its boiling point when Jesus stokes the flames even more by 

saying in verse 51, “If anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.”  Now the religious 

leaders are really upset thinking, “If we keep your word, we will never die?” and in verse 53 they 

say to Jesus, “Who do you think you are?” 

     And that’s a question that has been asked throughout the ages.  Who does Jesus think He is or 

who do we think Jesus is?  It’s a question that demands a response, first from Jesus and then 

from us.  So Jesus answers the question by saying to the religious leaders in verses 54-55, “It is 

my Father who glorifies me, I know Him and I keep His Word.  If I were to say that I did not 

know Him, then I would be a liar like you guys.”  As you can imagine, that doesn’t go over very 

well.  But Jesus isn’t finished.  He makes one final comment that turns out to be perhaps the 

most outrageous claim Jesus ever made about Himself.  In verse 58, Jesus says, “Before 

Abraham was born, I am.”  Jesus wasn’t just saying that He existed before Abraham, which had 

He simply said that, it probably would have caused the religious leaders to just laugh at Him in 

disbelief.  But by using the phrase, “I am,” Jesus was claiming to be God himself.  Jesus 

intentionally used that phrase, “I am,” because that was the name that God revealed to Moses at 

the burning bush in the Old Testament.  When Moses asked God, “When the Israelites ask me, 

‘What is the name of the God who has sent you?’ what should I tell them?”  God said, “I am who 



I am.  Tell them ‘I Am’ has sent you.  This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be 

remembered from generation to generation.” – Exodus 3:14-15.  The religious leaders knew that 

name “I Am” as the name of the one and only true God.  So when Jesus used that name, He 

wasn’t claiming to be just a god, He was saying that He was The God, He was their God. 

     Notice then how angry the religious leaders get at hearing this claim by Jesus.  In verse 59 we 

see these highly educated men become so angry that they picked up stones in order to kill Jesus.  

Can you imagine that?  If someone today appeared before us and claimed to be God, would we 

want to kill that person?  Probably not, but as far as these religious leaders were concerned, Jesus 

was committing the worst possible sin: blasphemy, claiming to be God. 

     That’s why of all the claims Jesus ever made, this is the most outrageous.  Just put yourself in their 

shoes – here is this human being standing in front of these men claiming to be the Almighty God, the 

creator of the universe.  No human being in his or her right mind would ever make such a claim – and 

no one has.  There have been people who have founded other religions, such as the prophet Muhammad 

who, concerned about the moral condition of people around him, claimed that the angel Gabriel 

appeared to him to reveal a new religion known as Islam; and people who have led cults who have 

claimed to be God’s representatives; but none of these people have ever claimed to be God himself.  

Jesus stands alone among all of the significant religious figures of history in making this claim. 

     So how are we to respond to it?  Islam says there is only one God, Allah, and argues that you 

can’t have a Trinity – 3 people in one God, because simple math says 1+1+1 (Father, Son, & 

Holy Spirit) = 3 gods.  But even simple math can serve to demonstrate the Christian view of the 

Trinity since 1x1x1 (Father, Son, & Holy Spirit) = 1 God. 

     What’s interesting is that Muslims have great respect for Jesus, believing Him to be a prophet, 

who was born of a virgin, did many miracles, and was without sin.  But here’s the thing, if a 



person believes that Jesus was a good man, who did some amazing things, and had some 

wonderful teachings, while at the same time rejecting the fact that Jesus is God and claimed to be 

God – which Muslims do reject – then it must mean that Jesus is a liar.  He intentionally 

deceived great numbers of people, saying things about Himself that He knew were not true and 

making up all kinds of tricks to convince people of His claims about Himself.  But the problem is 

that if Jesus was a liar, the He couldn’t have been a prophet or a good man at all.  Who would 

consider a liar or a fraud to be good? 

     Therefore, if Jesus was not a liar, then we are left with only one other option.  He was God.  He 

was who He claimed to be – God in the flesh, the great I Am, which means He is alive today and has 

the right to rule our lives and our world, because of His life, death, resurrection, and ascension into 

heaven.  In other words, with Jesus you cannot be neutral.  You can’t try to settle in the middle with 

the idea that Jesus was a good man, a great teacher, and a prophet, but not God.  Either we reject 

Him as a liar and a fraud, or we fall on our knees before Him and offer Him our love and devotion. 

     In an age where some people want to believe that all religions are the same, while others want 

to pick and choose what they believe about God; we need to be prepared to defend our faith in 

Jesus as our Lord and Savior.  In order to do that effectively, we need to be here in worship on a 

regular basis to strengthen our faith and to grow in our relationship with God, and we need the 

Holy Spirit to live in us in order to guide us, in a sinful world filled with temptations, to know 

the truth. 

     In other words, either we love Him or we hate Him.  If we love Him, consider, do our lives 

demonstrate that we have a passionate desire to serve Him?  Every day we will meet people who 

believe all kinds of things about God, and many of those things may be different from what we 

believe.  But instead of arguing with them or remaining neutral, let them see the fruits of your 



faith in you.  And when the opportunity presents itself, tell them about your hope in Jesus as your 

Savior.  Invite them here to worship with you, so that by hearing the Word of God, they may be 

brought to eternal life through faith in our one God – Father, Son, & Holy Spirit. 


