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     I’m sure many of you have experienced the death of a family member, and as a result you 

may have received an inheritance.  When my parents’ died several years ago, my sister and I 

realized that we not only inherited their house, but all of the stuff inside the house, such as sofas, 

chairs, end tables, lamps, clothes, pictures, and 50 years of Christmas decorations.  An 

inheritance can be very valuable according to the world, but it can also be a very sentimental 

thing, such as having our parents’ wedding album.  As my sister and I looked at all the stuff that 

belonged to our parents, wondering what we were going to do with it, we found ourselves feeling 

somewhat overwhelmed and said, “What did we do to deserve all of this?”  And the answer is 

nothing.  We don’t do anything to gain an inheritance.  In fact, an inheritance usually means that 

we have gotten something that we did not deserve or in the very least, it means that we now have 

more of something than what we had before. 

     Our second lesson for today from Galatians talks about the eternal inheritance that God has 

provided for us, and it is something that we have not deserved.  It is an inheritance that we could 

not earn for ourselves, and it is far greater than any inheritance we might receive here on earth.  

The inheritance that Paul refers to in this text is the gift of eternal life with God.  It’s an 

inheritance that is stored up for each one of us in heaven and it is the hope that gets us through 

the tough days here on earth. 

     In Galatians 3:22, the verse right before our text begins it says, “Scripture declares that the 

whole world is a prisoner of sin.”  There is no escape from it.  Everyone is born into this world 

with sin as part of his or her inheritance.  Adam and Eve sinned when they ate from the 

forbidden tree and since that first sin, they passed on that sin or sinful nature to everyone.  Why 

is Paul emphasizing this?  Because of the conflict that was taking place at the church in Galatia.  



While in Galatia, Paul was preaching the Gospel message that all people were saved through 

faith in Jesus, but this was a radical change that was taking place in the church.  Prior to Paul’s 

preaching, Jewish Christians were teaching that Jesus’ death on the cross was not enough to save 

people.  You had to not only believe in Jesus’ death and resurrection, but you also had to follow 

all of the ceremonial laws and rituals that had been handed down since the days of the Old 

Testament if you wanted to please God and earn a place in heaven.  In other words, you had to 

do something, other than simply believe in Jesus as your Savior, in order to gain eternal life.  But 

Paul was saying, “No, that is not true at all.”  In verse 24 he said, “The law of God was our 

guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith.”  Trying to follow God’s 

laws perfectly does not save us.  It actually does just the opposite.  The law of God brings us 

down; it shows us our unworthiness, how we have failed to keep God’s commands to the point 

that we realize there is no hope for us of getting into heaven expect in Jesus. 

     And yet, centuries later not much has changed.  There are groups that still teach that you have 

to do things to earn your way into heaven.  There are some churches that are denying that sin is 

sin.  Some sins are being swept under the rug in our society, because our world claims that 

everyone is doing them so it is really not bad.  Other sins are being called diseases, and so as far 

as many people are concerned they’re no longer sins. 

     In a few weeks our nation will celebrate its independence and we will hear a lot about liberty 

and freedom.  But what our world calls liberty is actually law.  Our world encourages us to be free 

– free from authority, free from rules and restrictions – it’s your body, do what you want; who 

cares what people do behind closed doors, as long as they are not bothering anyone; look out for 

yourself, do whatever it takes to get ahead, and you will enjoy life and be happy.  But sin is still 

sin, no matter what our world says.  There is no escaping it.  No one can lead a good enough life.  

No one can try hard enough to earn their way into heaven.  No one can buy an inheritance. 



     Another way to understand this is to think of the Law of God as a brick wall.  A brink wall is 

immovable, and so is the God’s Law.  What God says goes.  There is no changing it or getting around 

it. There are no loose bricks to play with, either you are in the right or you are not.  God’s Law plays 

no favorites.  It treats everyone equal.  It simply stands there to tell us whether a thought, a word, or a 

particular thing we have done is acceptable in God’s sight or not.  On one side of the wall there is sin, 

death, and hell.  But on the other side there is God, life, and heaven.  Jesus has always been on God’s 

side of the wall, but He came to our side when He was born in this world to show us how to live and 

to take up the punishment that God’s Law had handed out to us, which was death. 

     But Jesus was not going to stay on the side of life and leave us all behind.  When He died and 

rose again, He broke a hole in that wall for us to walk through.  He made a door for us to enter 

into the hope, life, and heaven on God’s side of the wall.  And that door is in the shape of a cross. 

     The Law can lead us to Jesus.  It can show us just where we stand in our sin.  It can accuse us 

and sentence us to death.  But most of all it wants to lead us up to that door in the wall.  When 

the Law of God brings us to this point, when we realize that we are sinners, that there is nothing 

we can do to get to the other side, that’s when Jesus takes over.  He reaches out to us in faith, 

into our lives to pull us through to the other side, to be with Him forever, even though we have 

done nothing to deserve it.  That is truly the greatest inheritance of all time.  We have openly 

rebelled against God through our sin.  We have failed to keep His commands perfectly as He 

demands.  He tells us in His Word that the punishment for sin is death, eternal separation from 

Him.  And yet, instead of giving us what we deserve – eternal death – God forgives us through 

the work of His Son, Jesus, and gives us what we do not deserve – eternal life with Him. 

     Paul, the writer of this text, is a great example of the injustice that exists in God’s kingdom.  

At one point in his life he set out to persecute Christians and to put them in prison, because He 

did not believe that Jesus was the Savior of the world and thought it was wrong for people to 



follow Jesus.  But while he was on a road to the city of Damascus, Jesus appeared Paul, filled 

him with the Holy Spirit so Paul would believe in Him, and made him His child.  When Jesus 

appeared to Paul, Paul did not say, “Lord, I’m glad you’re here, because I have decided to follow 

you.”  Instead it was just the opposite.  Jesus told Paul, “Stop persecuting me, you are my child, 

now go and tell people about my gracious love.” 

     Jesus may not appear to us today in such an extraordinary way as He did to Paul, but God still 

comes to us.  He comes through the preaching of His Word, He comes to us through the waters of 

Baptism to make us His children, and He comes to us in Holy Communion to forgive us and 

strengthen us.  God is the one who makes us His children.  After all, if it were left to our choice 

and decision, we would make ourselves followers of Satan.  That may sound strange or we might 

think, “I would never do that,” but being born with a sinful nature in our hearts, we would never 

choose to walk on the straight and narrow path that leads to heaven.  Instead, we would take the 

wide, broad road that leads to destruction. But by God’s grace, He saves us. That is truly amazing. 

     A few months ago there was a story of a 9 year-old boy, who was struggling with cancer, 

being sworn in as an honorary police officer in Pennsylvania.  He was given the clothes of a 

police officer, a real badge, and he took the oath in front of a group of officers.  Officially, the 

young boy was a police officer, even though he did not earn the position.  In a similar way, that’s 

what happens to us.  We are made official children of God through faith and Baptism, and are 

given the gift of eternal life in heaven, even though we haven’t earned it. 

     As our nation prepares to celebrate its freedom in a few weeks and as we thank our fathers for 

their love and support today, let us remember the work, love, and grace of our Heavenly Father 

in making us His children and in giving us an incredible inheritance as we celebrate our freedom 

from sin, death, and everlasting condemnation. 

       


