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     If I were to ask one of you to come forward to lead our prayers, that we normally do soon 

after the sermon, what would you pray for today?  I’m sure many of us would pray for a sense of 

peace and security in our communities and our schools.  Maybe you would pray for students as 

they go through their high school and college graduations at this time of the year.  Some of you 

might pray for the people of Ukraine as they deal with the challenges and hardships of war, while 

others of you might pray for the members of our military and their families on this Memorial 

Day weekend.  We have a lot to pray about today.  But consider for a moment what you would 

pray for if you knew you were going to die tomorrow.  Would your prayers be any different then 

if you knew you were going to die tomorrow? 

     In our Gospel lesson for today we see a portion of Jesus’ last recorded prayer before His 

arrest and crucifixion.  And you will notice that in His last prayer before He dies, Jesus does not 

pray for Himself.  Knowing that He is about to face the most horrible and painful event in His 

earthly life, knowing He is going to die an excruciating death, Jesus takes time to pray for you 

and me and for all people around the world.  Specifically, He prayed that we would be united – 

one with Him and one with each other. 

     I find that very comforting, because this world can certainly be a difficult and dangerous place 

to live.  With the recent shootings in Buffalo, NY and Uvalde, TX, we certainly don’t have to look 

very far to see how desperately our world needs God’s help and protection.  All of the reports and 

statistics concerning family life today relate over and over again about how difficult human 

relations are in every area of life.  One of the reasons for this failure in human relations is the fact 

that we are becoming more and more dependent on things, rather than people.  Just look at all the 



gadgets we carry in our hands or in our cars today that are designed to entertain and keep us 

connected to each other, but that actually prevent us from having real relationships with each other. 

     But another reason for this human relations failure is due to the fact that we, as a society, have 

lost our sense of responsibility to our God, who alone is able to make us one – one with Him and 

one with each other.  We live in a politically charged society where there appears to be no middle 

ground.  One group who believes a certain way will set itself up against another group who believes 

another way, then both groups will subdivide because of internal disagreements.  We certainly live 

in a divided society.  These divisions are even seen in local churches.  Just consider all of the 

different denominations we have within the Christian faith that came about because of 

disagreements.  Disunity can fill a congregation to the point where the church really suffers. 

     Satan will definitely do whatever he can to distract us, to turn us away from God, and to 

destroy our relationships with others.  And so it is for this reason that Jesus prayed in our Gospel 

lesson that we would be protected from Satan and that we would be one.  We are stronger 

together as one.  However, unity doesn’t mean that we all agree.  We won’t always have the 

same views or opinions.  We’ve had differences of thought in this congregation on how to do 

things and we’ve sometimes struggled together to know and do God’s will.  But what makes this 

congregation strong and unified is our fundamental agreement on 1) our mission: to make 

followers of Jesus by Sharing His Word and Living His Love – words that we say at the end of 

our worship services each week before we leave; and 2) knowing what business we are really in 

– glorifying God and not ourselves. 

     One place where we symbolize our unity is right here at Holy Communion.  As we gather 

together here at this altar and eat the bread and drink the wine, we express in a visible way that: 

we believe Jesus is present in the bread and wine; we believe we are sinners and are sorry for our 



sins; and we believe Jesus is our Savior, who grants us forgiveness and strength in this 

sacrament, and prepares us to live a Christian life.  As we gather around this altar, our 

differences become insignificant, our unity is affirmed, and God is glorified. 

     God never wanted life to be difficult for us in this world.  In fact, He gave us the 10 

Commandments not to make life miserable, but to make life more enjoyable.  Unfortunately, there 

are all kinds of worldly forces in our families and our communities that make life difficult for us.  

But that doesn’t mean we should try to run away from things or move to a different area to avoid 

the struggles of life, or that we should give up, stay in our homes, and avoid people.  On the 

contrary, Jesus prays that we would not be taken out of this world, but that we would remain in 

this world and be protected from Satan, because it is in this world, this creation of God, that we 

are to experience the goodness of God that He built into His creation.  In other words, God calls 

us to be in the world, open and vulnerable to all of its difficulties; and within the world we are to 

live as those who know Jesus and the reality of His love and forgiveness. 

     I’m sure we have all seen churches in this community and throughout the country that have 

funny messages on their signs that say things like, “Win a Free Trip to Heaven, Details Inside,” 

or “Walmart Isn’t the Only Saving Place.”  But a few weeks ago I was driving through Virginia 

and I saw a church sign that said, “Please Pray for Paul Anderson.” I didn’t know Paul Anderson, 

I didn’t know his struggles or burdens, but I thought about him that day and I did pray for him.  

That sign reminded me that the Good News of Jesus was never meant to be kept in some safe, 

protected, secluded area.  It was mean to be shared.  Our burdens and joys are meant to be shared 

with each other.  What a wonderful vote of confidence then when Jesus prays that we are not to 

be taken out of this world, because there is work to be done and we are the ones to do it.  The 

world needs Jesus and it needs to see the difference Jesus can make in others through His people. 



     And one of the best places for this to begin is in our families.  One of the marks of a good 

family is that it offers protection and safety from the harshness of the world.  To protect our 

families we employ home security systems, automobile air bags and set belts, self-defense 

programs, neighborhood watches, and much more.  Good families go out of their way to provide 

protection for their families, and so do godly families. 

     This sermon series that we have been working through over the past month has been titled, 

“Practicing Our Faith,” and in order to be good at something we need to practice.  I mentioned in 

my newsletter article that I am a distance runner and in order for me to improve my running time 

in something like a 10K race, I need to practice running.  So one of the things I must do before I 

go running in the morning in order to avoid injury is to warm up, and part of my warm-up 

routine involves getting adequate rest for my body.  Well, the church is a place where we are also 

given rest.  It is in this setting that we hear words of care and comfort from God in His Word.  It 

is here in worship that we are given hope and joy for the daily race of our fast-paced lives as we 

catch a glimpse of Jesus in His Word and in people and learn more about Him.  It is here in the 

church where we are strengthened to go out into the world, where Jesus wants us to be, so we 

can be examples and encouragers to others who don’t know or haven’t experienced the unity and 

joy of life that is ours in Jesus. 

     Someday Jesus will return to this world, but until then let us continue to practice our faith by 

coming to Jesus in this place for forgiveness, strength, and rest in His Word and Sacraments.    

And until He comes back to take us to our heavenly home, let us keep praying for each other that 

we would be one, as part of our warm-up for eternal life, and let us continue to pray the words of 

John that we heard at the end of our second lesson for today, “Come, Lord Jesus, because this 



sinful world needs you.  Come quickly, Lord Jesus, because we all want to go home with you to 

live with you forever.”  


