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     We live in a divided world.  We certainly saw that over the past two years of the pandemic 

when it came to masks and vaccines as some people supported them while others were opposed to 

them.  With another national election about 3 months away, we will be seeing all kinds of divisions 

among the people of our country: Democrats, Republicans, Independents, Military Veterans, 

Senior Citizens, Suburban Parents, Millennials, Gen. Z, and the list could go on and on.  There are 

divisions within families.  Christian parents can raise children with the same set of rules, and two 

of the children can grow up to lead wonderful, successful, Christian lives, while one child turns 

away from the family and the church, and instead chooses a life of drugs, theft, shady companions, 

and all kinds of inappropriate things.  Many times parents will ask, “Where did we do wrong?” and 

they pray for the day that their child will come to their senses.  We even have divisions within the 

church.  Last month at the National Youth Gathering a speaker in one of our small group sessions 

asked a series of questions in which we were to raise our hand to indicate if we agreed or 

disagreed.  For example, we were asked, “Do you support the Supreme Court decision concerning 

abortion?”  Some people raised their hands indicating “yes,” and others raised their hands 

indicating “no.”  We had several questions like that and we learned that even though we were all 

Missouri Synod Lutherans in the room, there were still divisions among us.  Therefore, if the 

church is known as a family, then we really shouldn’t be surprised to find disagreements and 

divisions among us.  After all, the church is made up of sinners, who need forgiveness. 

     Imagine, though, how you would feel if someone came into the church and said, “I have come 

to this church to make people angry.  I have come to divide people.”  We wouldn’t want 

someone like that; we’d probably try to avoid someone like that or we would try to make sure 



they didn’t get into a leadership role in the church.  But those words were spoken by Jesus 

himself, whose birth was declared by the angels to bring “peace on earth.”  So what did Jesus 

mean when He spoke those words in verse 51 of our Gospel lesson, “Do you think that I have 

come to give peace on earth?  No, I tell you, but rather division”?  Like many things in life, the 

answer to that question depends on circumstances.  Jesus is certainly the Prince of Peace and His 

main mission was to bring peace, but that doesn’t mean that Jesus was always a “peaceful” 

person in the way our world understands peace. 

     In the chapters leading up to this text, Jesus was accused by His fellow Jews of driving out 

demons with the help of the great demon known in those days as Beelzebub.  Well, Jesus didn’t 

take those accusations lightly.  They were clearly words of rejection and unbelief.  So Jesus 

responded with some pretty intense preaching in which He condemned the Pharisees and the 

other religious experts to the point that Scripture says they began to oppose Jesus fiercely. 

     This was a time when Jews appeared to be united under the same “religion” – which involved 

performing a series of mindless sacrifices hoping to please God; and it was into this peaceful, 

religious situation that Jesus came and said these words of verse 51.  Just as Jesus would later 

flip over the money changers’ tables in the temple when He entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, 

because they were using His temple for everything but worship, with these words the whole 

peaceful religious system of the Jews was about to be turned upside down, as eternal life in 

heaven was not found in our sacrifices, but in Jesus alone and His sacrifice on the cross. 

     Knowing how people are today, I wouldn’t be surprised if there were people around Jesus 

back then who loved and supported Him, but who thought, “Jesus, you are provoking the 

powerful, religious leaders to anger and if you are not careful, you could get killed.  A lot of 

people agree with you and are following you, so why don’t you just say nothing and let it go for 



the sake of peace and harmony.”  But Jesus did not come to this earth to be popular.  While there 

were many people who followed Him, some followed for the wrong reasons, only to become 

disappointed in Him and later turned against Him.  Some were offended by the harsh things He 

said.  Others were confused by His non-conformity to some of their religious traditions.  Some 

were jealous or afraid of Him and opposed Him from the beginning.  In the midst of all this, 

Jesus did not let popularity, or the lack of it, distract Him from His mission to defeat Satan and 

save the world from the consequences of sin. 

     Sadly, though, I have worked with military chaplains and have spoken to college campus 

pastors in the past, who were Christians, but who went out of their way to avoid mentioning the 

name of Jesus in front of large groups of people, because they didn’t want to offend those in the 

groups who were not Christians.  They took the approach that since they were there for all 

soldiers or all students, they needed to remain neutral toward Jesus and support all religions.  

While it is true that a Christian military chaplain or college campus pastor is there to perform or 

provide for the religious support of all soldiers or students, it does not mean that they need to 

remain neutral toward Jesus or hide the fact that they are Christians.  Now I am not saying that 

they should force anyone to believe in Jesus as their Savior, but they were called to those 

positions as Christian ministers and Christians cannot be neutral toward Jesus.  Jesus said in the 

Gospel of John, “I and the Father are one.  He who has seen me has seen the Father.  There is no 

other way to the Father except through me.” (John 10,14)  Every person must come down on one 

side or the other concerning Jesus.  Either Jesus is God or He is one of the greatest frauds in the 

history of the world.  In fact, when people try to be neutral toward Jesus by saying things like, 

“Christian, Jewish, Muslim, whatever – I believe in God, but they’re all basically the same,” they 

are actually rejecting Jesus’ claims of being our Savior by their neutrality. 



     Jesus even goes on to explain in our text that this division will not only take place between people 

who go to church and those who do not attend church, but also within the church and within our 

families.  There may actually come a time in your life when you have to ask yourself, “What’s more 

important – my faith in Jesus or the peace of a relationship?”  Have you ever faced a situation where 

you had a good friend who didn’t believe in Jesus and you had to decide whether to just continue to 

enjoy your friendship and never mention Jesus or risk losing your friendship and talk about the fact 

that we are all sinners and if  you don’t believe in Jesus as your Savior you are not going to heaven, 

no matter how nice or charitable you might be to others?  That’s a tough situation. 

     Our second lesson from Hebrews describes the hostility Jesus experienced and tells us that we 

can expect hostility too.  Hebrews 12:3 says, “Consider him who endured from sinners such 

hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.” Jesus never promised 

that by following Him our lives would be easier.  In fact, it is usually just the opposite. Sometimes 

we experience hostility from fellow believers within the church.  The Christian who experiences joy 

in sacrificial giving to the church may find themselves put down by those who do not give 

sacrificially.  The church member who witnesses their faith to someone else can be called a fanatic.  

If you point out sinful behavior in our society, you may be accused of forcing your values on others.   

     Trials and challenges are a normal part of the Christian life.  In fact, we often confess at the 

start of our worship services that we deserve nothing but eternal punishment from God because 

of our sinfulness, and yet, as soon as a little trouble comes our way, we tend to think we’re 

getting a bad deal from God.  But sometimes, when things are difficult, it may be that God is 

strengthening us as He separates us from an unbelieving world. 

     In the division over Jesus, what side are you on?  In particular, how does your witness, your way 

of life, your use of your time, talents, and money answer that question?  To take an unbelieving 



world into a deeper relationship with God through Jesus involves risk as it can divide families, 

friends, co-workers, and neighbors.  So ask yourself today: Are you ready to take that risk?    


