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     Every day we go through doors.  The door to the house.  The door to the car.  The door at 

work, and the doors at the grocery store.  Even today all of you entered the church through the 

front doors and you went through a set of doors to be here in the sanctuary for worship.  But 

have you ever had the experience of coming to a door that you expected to be open, only to find 

that it was locked?  I’m sure we all had moments over the past two years of the pandemic where 

we went to a business or a restaurant expecting the door to be opened, but instead it was locked.  

When that happens, we usually check the hours the business should be open and we may find 

ourselves wondering, “Why is the door locked?  Why are they closed today?” 

     Have you ever had the experience of going to a hotel and you are given that credit card style 

key for your room, but when you go to the door of your room and put the key card in the slot and 

pull it out again, the green light doesn’t come on and the door won’t open?  So you try it again 

and again, and it still doesn’t work.  Then you try to pull it out of the slot quickly, hoping the 

green light will come on, and it doesn’t work.  You try to pull it out slowly, hoping that will 

work, but the door still will not open.  Now you realize that there is a problem with your key and 

you have to go back to the front desk to get a new one.  There is disappointment and frustration 

when a door is locked, especially when you expect it to be open or when you think you have the 

key to open it.  So I would like you to keep that image of a locked door in mind as we look at our 

Gospel lesson for today from Luke 13. 

     Out text begins with someone asking Jesus, “Will those who are saved be few?”  That was a 

question that was often debated among the religious teachers of Jesus’ day and it is a question or 

concept that is discussed in our world today, especially when Christians claim that Jesus is the 



only way that leads to eternal life in heaven.  Sometimes when people outside the church hear 

that they will ask, “So are you saying that according to what you believe, the only people who 

are going to heaven are those who believe in Jesus as their Savior?”  The reason this question 

gets asked is because it sounds exclusive or arrogant.  And people will then follow up by asking, 

“Are you saying that all of the other religions of the world are wrong?  What about those 

individuals who live a good life and care for the sick and the poor, but don’t believe in Jesus?  

Will God turn them away from heaven?  What about those who never get a chance to hear about 

Jesus?  Will they be saved?”  Those are some good questions 

     But instead of getting bogged down in a deep theological debate, Jesus shifts the focus of the 

question from how many will be saved to the individual asking the question.  Jesus obviously 

believes the more important question is, “Will you be saved?”  And that is actually a question we 

should all ask of ourselves, “Will you be saved?  Will you go to heaven?” 

     Instead of answering this person’s question directly, Jesus puts the focus on the individual by 

actually giving him two answers – each in reference to a door.  Jesus uses picturesque language to 

describe a narrow door that is wide open and a closed door that is locked.  The first part of Jesus’ 

answer is this: “Strive to enter through the narrow door.  For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and 

will not be able.” (Luke 13:24)  While Jesus makes it very clear in His answer that not everyone 

will be saved, He definitely points out that the door to heaven is open to anyone.  The door of 

opportunity is open to everyone; just like the door of opportunity is open for anyone to start their 

own business, but how many people actually get to go through that door to fulfill their dream. 

     To say that the door is narrow, though, is not to put limits on how many can get in, but rather 

to indicate the importance of what lies beyond the door and that there is only one way in, and it 

is only through the work of Jesus.  Jesus points out in His answer that many will try to enter, but 



their methods of trying to get through the door are wrong – such as thinking they can earn their 

way into heaven by doing all sorts of good things, or wishful thinking, “If God is a loving God, 

He certainly won’t turn anyone away.” 

     Unfortunately society’s emphasis on religious inclusiveness is being pushed on the Christian 

Church today in such a way as to convince people that every religion worships the same God, so 

faith in Jesus is not the only way to receive eternal life.  But this is not true.  Christianity has 

always looked upon itself as an exclusive religion that says Jesus is the only God, the only way 

that leads to heaven. 

     So if we go back to the question, “Will you go to heaven?” we can definitely answer “yes,” if 

we accept God’s terms which involves understanding that only Jesus did all the work in opening 

the door to heaven for us and that He wants to have a relationship with us.  But this relationship 

involves more than just “head knowledge” of who Jesus is and what He has done.  For example, 

in a sense I could say that I know President Biden, but not in the sense that it will gain me 

entrance into the White House.  If I were to push the buzzer at the front gate to the White House 

and say, “Hi, it’s Bill Beyer, I saw President Biden at an event that we were attending when he 

was a Senator about 35 years ago, can I come in?”  I’m quite confident the answer would be 

“No.  We do not know you.”  I may claim to know President Biden by making reference to 

having seen him in person at an event or on TV or quoting some of the things he said or knowing 

some of the bills he signed into law, but this kind of superficial knowledge is not sufficient to get 

me into the White House.  And the same is true for gaining entrance into heaven. 

     Remember the reason Jesus gave for rejecting those who knock?  He said in verses 25-27, “I 

don’t know you,” meaning I didn’t have a personal relationship with you; you didn’t put your 

faith in me.  In verse 26 the people tried to claim that they knew Jesus by saying, “We ate and 



drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets.”  But this knowledge of Jesus alone was 

not enough to gain people entrance into heaven, just like my knowledge of President Biden is not 

enough to gain me entrance into the White House. 

     “Strive to enter through the narrow door” means we need to make our relationship with Jesus 

a high priority in our lives, but sadly many people are not doing that.  Many people will not 

commit to spending one day a week or even one Sunday a month worshipping God, let alone 

attending a Bible study.  God invites us to know Him and to be known by Him.  That is why 

Jesus came into the world – to be near us, to experience everything that we experience, to know 

us, and to be known by us.  How many times have we seen a job or a job promotion go to 

someone who didn’t necessarily deserve it?  So often it is “who you know” or “who knows you” 

that gains you the promotion or the job in the first place, and many times it just doesn’t seem 

fair.  Well thank God He’s not fair, because that’s similar to what entrance into heaven will be 

like for us.  None of us are going to heaven because of anything we have done.  None of us 

deserve to have eternal life in heaven, because we have not lived our lives in the way God 

demands.  However, we have a Savior in Jesus who lived a perfect life for us and who took our 

punishment for our sin upon Himself, and because of our relationship with Him, because we 

know Him and He knows us, we will welcomed into heaven someday to live with Him forever.  

Yes, life in heaven will be based on who you know and who knows you, not what you’ve done. 

     To those who ask us, “Are you saying that only a few people, only those who believe in Jesus 

like you are going to heaven?” you know have an answer.  It is, “I certainly hope it’s not going to 

be just a few who are saved.  That’s not what anyone wants.  But being nice or doing lots of 

good things will not get you into heaven.  Only by believing in Jesus will you live, and whether 



it’s a few or many I want you to be in heaven with me.  Jesus is the only way, the narrow way, to 

eternal life.  The door is open, believe in Him while you are still alive and you will live forever.” 


