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     Have you ever known someone at work, at school, or maybe in your neighborhood who just 

seemed to march to the beat of a different drummer?  Someone who stood out from the crowd.  

Someone who faced challenges in unique ways or someone who never complained.  We had a 

guy named Steve in one of my units when I was in the Army who was like this.  No matter what 

needed to be done or how he was treated, he would always smile and work hard to accomplish 

any task we have him.  He wasn’t the smartest, but when we really needed something that wasn’t 

very exciting to be done, such as cleaning or repairing equipment, Steve was the guy we called 

and he always took care of it.  In fact, sometimes it seemed like he enjoyed doing certain things 

that no one else wanted to do.  What made Steve stand out from the other soldiers was his 

humility, as he never sought any attention for himself, and was willing to do anything you asked. 

     But in an environment where you were encouraged to lead, to take the initiative, and to earn 

awards so you could be promoted to the next rank, Steve wasn’t really interested in any of those 

things.  Sometimes he even helped guys who were lower in rank get promotions ahead of him.   

Instead of having a “me-first” mentality, he enjoyed seeing other people get awards and 

promotions, even while sacrificing his own career advancement so others could get ahead. 

     What is it that makes a person so humble?  Jesus talks about this in our Gospel lesson for 

today from Luke where He is invited over to a Pharisee’s home for dinner on the Sabbath.  Now 

this was not an invitation based on friendship.  The Pharisee invited Jesus over, because he and 

the other Pharisees wanted to see if Jesus would do anything wrong on the Sabbath so they could 

have Him arrested.   



     The house must have been filled with people, because when it was time to sit down at the 

table it appears that everyone was trying to get the best seats, right next to Jesus (the guest) and 

the host, based on their self-perceived honor.  In other words, it was very much of a “me-first” 

atmosphere.  I can imagine this scene almost being like a children’s game of “musical chairs,” 

where you don’t have as many chairs as people and when the music is turned off people rush 

around trying to get one of those last chairs so they are not eliminated from the game.  So as 

Jesus sees this taking place, He decides to teach them how to play musical chairs by God’s rules.  

He says, “When you are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of 

honor, lest someone more distinguished than you be invited by him, and he who invited you both 

will come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this person…’ But when you are invited, go and sit 

in the lowest place, so that when your host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better 

place.’”  

     Jesus is not talking about just table manners here.  He’s talking about our relationship with 

God.  Everyone who is proud before God, who thinks he/she is better than everyone else, God 

will someday humble that person.  But the one who is humble before God, who realizes that he’s 

not any better than anyone else, who believes that he/she is a lowly sinner, and trusts in Jesus for 

forgiveness, that person, Jesus says, will be exalted by God.  In other words, none of us are 

worthy of sitting in seats of honor before God or even having a seat in God’s kingdom, but when 

we recognize our own unworthiness, that is when God responds to us.  In God’s eyes all of His 

creation is equally important, which is why in God’s kingdom there is never a shortage of 

honorable chairs; there will always be more than enough chairs. 

     After talking to the crowd about humility, Jesus continues His theme about who is important 

in God’s eyes by telling the host who to invite to the party.  Our world tells us that we should 



invite people we are trying to impress or people who can return the favor; but God says when 

you give a dinner, don’t invite just your influential friends or rich relatives, or those who can pay 

you back.  Instead invite people who can’t pay you back – the poor, the crippled, the lame, and 

the blind.  Why?  Because to God these people are just as important and deserving of honor as 

you and me.  These are the people God will add chairs to accommodate in His kingdom.  These 

are the people who will be given a seat of honor at God’s table in heaven. 

     While many of us are very comfortable with giving food to the poor or to those in need, how 

many of us would be comfortable actually inviting the poor and those in need into our homes?  

What Jesus is describing here is one-way giving.  Real love, real charity is when a believer in 

Jesus says, “I will give and it’s OK if I get nothing back.” 

     Have you ever looked in a mirror and said to yourself, “I don’t look very good today.”  

Mirrors show us what we really look like, and the Bible does that too.  As we read these things 

that Jesus says about humility, love, and caring for others, and then look at ourselves, our lives, 

our motives, and our attitudes, we can see that sometimes we don’t look very good.  We know 

we’re supposed to be humble, but isn’t there a part of us that would rather say, “me-first?”  

Giving something without expecting anything in return is not easy, because there’s a part of us 

that always asks, “What’s in it for me?  Why should I donate some of my money toward that 

group or ministry?  Why should I volunteer my time for those people?  Why should I go out of my 

way for that person?” 

     The Bible is like a mirror, as it shows us our sin.  It humbles us and shames us.  But God’s 

Word also shows us our Savior.  The Bible isn’t just a book that makes us feel guilty.  It’s the 

Word of God that brings us comfort, peace, and joy, because here in the Bible, we not only see 

our sin, but we also see Jesus our Savior. 



     When you read about humility in our Gospel lesson, think about Jesus’ humility.  When He 

came into this world, He didn’t rush to take the highest or best place.  He took the lowest place.  

He had a humble birth in a stable, a humble life as the son of a carpenter in a small town, and a 

humble death.  Hanging on a cross is humbling, but imaging hanging on a cross for someone 

else’s wrongdoing and having people hurl insults at you.  Dying on a cross for the sins of the 

world was an agonizing and humiliating form of death, but that’s what Jesus willingly did for us. 

     Just think about what Jesus gave to this world.  He didn’t just give a portion of His income 

that didn’t affect His lifestyle, He gave His whole life, something that you and I could never 

repay Him for; that was His gift of love to you and me, so we could live forever. Consider, what 

do your actions and attitudes in life say about your relationship with Jesus?  Do you live your life 

with a “me-first” attitude?  If you were to die today, would you be an honored guest of God? 

     There’s one thing I did not tell you about Steve.  While he was a hard worker, who helped 

other guys get promoted, he was never able to make his next promotion.  What I mean is the 

Army had a policy that said you have to move up the ranks, you cannot stay at a certain lower 

rank for your entire career.  Eventually, after so many years, at a certain rank if you do not make 

it up to the next level before you qualify for retirement, you will be discharged.  Steve was a 

humble soldier who was good at helping others get promoted, but he couldn’t pass the promotion 

board interviews, because he would get very nervous and couldn’t demonstrate that he had the 

ability to handle the work at the next level.  Many of us encouraged him, tried to help him, and 

did our best to prepare him for the promotion interview process, but he never made it. 

     So after 10 years of service, the Army discharged him.  We honored him on his last day of 

work with an award and we were sad to see him leave, but he told us not to worry about him, 

God would take care of him and his family, and show him what He wanted him to do next in his 



life.  Steve may have lost his seat or his chair in the Army, but I know through his faith that God 

will have a chair for him in heaven someday and he won’t have to pass a board interview to earn 

it.  I pray that as followers of God we will be people who walk to the beat of a different 

drummer, that others will notice there is something about us that makes us different and they will 

want to know more as we seek to honor God through our humble words and care for others.      


