
“Hope Happens Here: Persistent Hope” 

Luke 18:1-8 

October 16, 2022 

 

     There are still 23 days until the election.  If you are like me, you are definitely tired of the 

commercials and political rhetoric we continue to hear from different candidates as it pertains to 

inflation, health care, national security, taxes, and how they live their personal lives.  If you look 

up the meaning of the word, “rhetoric,” you will see it defined as “the art of oratory, especially 

the persuasive use of language to influence the thoughts and actions of listeners.”  So political 

rhetoric you could say is a skill in the effective use of speech that is designed to convince 

someone of something but it lacks any kind of action behind it. 

     Sometimes people view prayer as nothing but a bunch of rhetoric.  Why does God seem to 

answer a rather meaningless prayer, like, “Lord, help me to make it through this stoplight before 

it turns red,” but appears to be silent when it comes to our very serious prayers that we ask and 

beg of Him over and over again, such as, “Lord, please save my job; please help my marriage so 

it doesn’t end in divorce; please heal my mother and relieve her suffering; please stop these 

random shootings.”  I’m sure we have all felt frustrated at one time or another when it comes to 

our prayers.  We’ve probably all had moments when we felt like quitting, because things didn’t 

change, we didn’t see any hope, and we wondered if it really does any good to pray.  I prayed for 

my job, but I was still laid off.  I prayed for my marriage, but it only got worse.  I prayed for my 

mother to be healed, but she just got worse and then she died.  Even though we would probably 

never say that our prayers sometimes feel like simple rhetoric – meaning no action behind our 

words, I’m sure there may be moments when the thought does cross our minds. 

     Jesus knew that His disciples would face moments when they would be tempted to quit 

praying.  In the verses leading up to our Gospel lesson Jesus talked about His eventual return to 



this earth and the coming of the Kingdom of God, and He explained that the time between His 

first coming and second coming would not be as good as they had hoped or expected.  We are 

living in between those two events today and as such we face troubles, opposition, difficulties, 

and hardships.  So knowing that His disciples and all of us would be tempted to give up on 

prayer, Jesus gives us 2 incentives to be persistent and patient in our prayers. 

     First, Jesus encourages us to keep on praying, because sometimes the answer to prayer will not 

happen right away, it may be delayed.  In other words, we should not stop praying just because we 

don’t see any immediate results.  Jesus emphasizes this in a rather strange story from Luke 18 about an 

unjust judge and a widow, in which He encourages us to always pray and not to lose heart.  Actually, I 

don’t think there would be any need for such a teaching if most prayers were answered quickly.  After 

all, we’re only tempted to give up on something when we are not seeing any results in a timely manner. 

     For example, if you decided to go on a diet to lose 10 pounds, should you give up if you haven’t 

seen any significant results after 2 days?  No, of course not. Only if we approach the diet with the 

understanding that achieving the goal may take some time will we persevere.  It is the same with 

prayer.  We need to understand that the answers or results we seek in prayer may take a while in 

our eyes.  But God is faithful and one of the ways to experience His faithfulness is to persistently 

put your hope in Him and His ways, even when it may seem like He is not answering our prayers. 

     Second, we need to keep on praying because persistence in prayer is essential for success.  A 

few weeks ago when Hurricane Ian hit Florida I know there were many people who were praying 

as the wind and the waves pounded the Fort Myers area.  And while there was significant 

damage to many homes, prayers were answered as rescue workers from around the country 

quickly made their way into devastated areas to provide food, clothing, blankets, and shelter to 

those in need, and to help with the clean up process.  I know some of those areas have a lot of 



work ahead of them, but we will pray and provide assistance – knowing that God will care for 

those people and help them rebuild. 

     At the same time, look at a place like Ukraine where there has been a war taking place there 

now for almost 8 months.  We have been pouring money and resources into that country in order 

to help the people and yet many of the citizens of that country continue to suffer – even though 

we have been praying for that war to end (in this church) for 8 months.  Or, closer to home, 

every time a mass shooting takes place in our country we pray that God would bring these 

shootings to an end and yet, Thursday night another one happened, this time in our area.  Why 

does God provide immediate relief to people hit by a hurricane, but doesn’t bring an end to a war 

that has been going on for 8 months or mass shootings that have been taking place for years?  I 

think the story Jesus tells us in our Gospel lesson gives us some answers. 

     It is significant to note that the woman in this story is a widow, because widows in those days 

were often poor, they didn’t have a husband to speak up for them, and they didn’t have any kind 

of influence in society.  So in essence this woman was helpless in seeking justice and she knew 

her only hope was to keep asking the judge to help her.  Persisting was essential for success as she 

had no other alternatives.  The parable urges us to be like this widow in our prayer life by praying 

persistently without giving up.  It is also important to understand that God is not the judge in this 

story.  In contrast to the judge, who tries to ignore this widow’s request, because he really doesn’t 

care about her, but finally gives in to her just to get rid of her, our God is never looking to get rid 

of us.  He never gets tired of hearing from us.  He will always answer our prayers and will 

“quickly bring justice to His children who cry out to Him,” as it says in verses 7-8.  The point of 

the story as it relates to our prayer life is if a corrupt judge will render justice to a poor widow he 



doesn’t even care about, because she is so persistent, then how much more is God, who loves us 

and is concerned about us, willing to answer us when we call to Him? 

     However, if God loves us to the point that He was willing to give up His only Son so we 

could live and if there is no reluctance on God’s part to answer our prayers, then why does it 

appear at times that He is not answering our prayers?  Unfortunately, our idea of when and how a 

problem ought to be solved does not necessarily correspond to God’s solutions.  That’s why the 

widow can represent all of us in the experience of waiting for justice, but the judge does not 

represent God’s response.  God does not operate by our time-clocks.  God sees the end from the 

beginning, and He answers the cry of His people quickly, but quickly in relation to God’s own 

knowledge of the situation and according to His timetable.  It is our impatience and desire to 

have every problem solved immediately that leads us to think that God doesn’t care. 

     For 21 years this church has been persistent and patient in prayer, because we know that our 

God is faithful, even when appearances do not support either God’s existence or His concern for 

us.  In the last verse of His story, Jesus asks, “When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on 

earth?”  That is the question this parable asks of each of us.  For 21 years there have been 

numerous examples of persistent faith in this congregation, even during times of uncertainty and 

hardship.  But faith in our God has also been demonstrated in small ways over the years, such as 

by bringing a can of food to our church or the ladies who make prayer shawls and quilts.  None 

of us ever sees the person or the family who receives the food or the shawls or the quilts, but we 

bring them or people make them, persistently trusting that God will get them to a child or a 

family in need.  In other words, prayer in our church is not rhetoric.  Prayer has been followed by 

actions and it has changed peoples’ lives – and I know many of you are living testimonies to that 



fact.  So let us all be persistent in prayer in order to demonstrate to others and our world that our 

only hope is in God, that He cares, and He will always act in His way and in His time.   

 


