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     Have you ever felt completely inadequate for a task?  Sometimes people ask things of us that we 

just don’t think we’ll be able to accomplish.  For example, I’m sure we all remember the first time 

we tried riding a two-wheel bike.  It wasn’t easy and maybe we were afraid, because we were 

uncertain of our own abilities.  I remember my parents saying to me, “You can do it, you just got to 

have faith.”  That’s a popular phrase that I think we hear a lot in our society – “You just got to have 

faith” – meaning faith in our own abilities.  In some situations, especially as children, that phrase 

may apply, because our parents have taught us and prepared us for certain challenges, and they 

know we have the strength and skills to accomplish certain things like riding a two-wheel bike. 

     But as adults, sometimes we may be asked to do things we don’t feel we have the ability on our 

own to accomplish and we will have to rely on others and our faith in God in order to accomplish 

them.  I think back about 5 years ago when we were beginning the process of building our new 

education wing and we needed to raise $1 million.  I remember praying, “Lord, how are we going to 

raise $1 million?” But God answered my prayers and relieved my concerns when many of you stepped 

forward to help develop a 3-year campaign in which many people inside and outside of our church 

would give joyfully and generously to insure our education facility would get built.  By the way, we 

not only received $1.1 million in pledges, we actually received a little more than what was pledged. 

     But sometimes we see people do things that appear to be absolutely impossible and we may 

think, “Wow, that takes a lot of faith.  I don’t know if I were in that situation if I would have that 

kind of faith.”  For example, we see the story in Scripture of the widow who only had 2 small 

coins, called mites, to her name and yet when it came time to give her offering at the temple, she 

gave all that she had.  She gave those 2 small coins to God, indicating that she trusted God to 



provide for her.  When we read that story we may wonder, “I don’t know if I could do that – that 

takes great faith.”  Several years ago we had a couple, with two young children, who joined us for 

worship one Sunday to tell us about their upcoming work as missionaries in the Dominican 

Republic.  The man had left his job at IBM to follow God’s call to serve as a missionary, which 

involved them having to raise their own financial support.  Do you think you could leave your job, 

with young children at home, and go out and raise your own salary in order to serve as a 

missionary in a foreign country?  It’s very tempting to think, “I have faith that God will always 

provide, but to leave a secure, comfortable job and go to a foreign country – that takes great faith.” 

     In our Gospel lesson for today we find Jesus’ disciples experiencing that same sense of 

anxiety.  The reason is that Jesus had just given them some challenging instructions.  He said in 

verses 1-4, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the one through whom they come!  

It would be better for him if a millstone (which was a really large stone) was hung around his 

neck and he were cast into the sea than that he should cause one of these little ones to sin.  Pay 

attention to yourselves!  If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him, and if he 

sins against you seven times in the day, and turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must 

forgive him.”  Jesus gave His disciples two directives: 1) Don’t be a stumbling block to someone 

else’s faith, and 2) forgive others.  Those were some tough directives and when the disciples 

looked at themselves, they insisted they were not up to the challenge.  Still, Jesus was very 

serious about this command and these words apply to us as well. 

     We live in a society that would like nothing more than for us to undermine our faithful walk 

with God.  “Come on, everyone’s doing it.  What’s the big deal?”  Those words bombard us 

every day.  From the television to our phones and computers, we find all sorts of temptations that 

seek to turn us away from God and in the process to get others to turn away from God.  As 



Christians, people ought to know through our words and actions that we are followers of Jesus.  

But when those same people see us saying or doing things that are contrary to the Christian faith, 

it can easily lead them to wonder about how serious we are about our faith, which can lead them 

to wonder about God and tempt them to say or do the very same things, assuming it must be all 

right.  So Jesus says, “Pay attention to yourselves,” and that requires faith. 

     Now, on the flip side of that coin, Jesus says that when people are a stumbling block to us – 

when they sin, we must forgive them again and again, even if this means forgiving the same 

person 7 times for the same sin in the same day.  Forgiveness sounds like a great concept, until 

we actually have to do it.  While we love to hear how God has removed our sins from us as far as 

the east is from the west, we tend to hang on to people’s sins against us.  We say things like, 

“I’ve forgiven him, but I’ll never forget what he did to me.”  While we may not be able to forget 

what someone did to us, we still need to forgive them again and again. 

     But that sounds like Jesus is expecting the impossible from us when He commands us to 

forgive again and again, doesn’t it?  That’s certainly how the disciples felt as they basically threw 

up their hands and said in verse 5, “Increase our faith!” meaning, “It would take a lot of faith to be 

able to do that.  Forgive my brother 7 times in the same day for the same sin?  Who has that kind 

of faith?  You’re asking the impossible, Jesus.”  Haven’t we all said similar things?  “I wish I 

could forgive her, but I just can’t, I don’t have that kind of faith.”  “I know I’m supposed to love 

my neighbor, but based on the way he treats me, I can’t do it, I’m just not strong enough.” “I 

know God wants me to give money to the church to help people grow in their faith and to care for 

others, but unless God does some kind of miracle – like wiping out my credit card debt, I just 

can’t afford to do it.”  It’s like we’re blaming God for our inability to do what He wants us to do. 



     So note Jesus’ response to His disciples request for greater faith.  In verse 6 He says, “If you 

had faith like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and 

planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.”  Jesus’ point is that it does not matter whether your 

faith is great or small; what matters is if you have any faith at all.  The quantity is not important.  

What is important is if you have faith of any size, you can do great things, because the key is 

Jesus – the object of our faith.  If you put your faith in people or money or things, they may 

make you happy for a while, but they will not last – eventually they will perish.  But when you 

put your faith in God, you can do great things, because His power will never end.   

     God has already given us faith, so the key for us is to act in faith – to be faithful as we live out 

the grace and love of God without regard for ourselves.  Jesus illustrates this thought in the 

second half of our Gospel reading with a story of a master who doesn’t thank his servants for 

doing what he has commanded them to do.  The servant’s job was to serve His master.  The 

master doesn’t owe him a reward or anything.  Likewise, when we are faithful to God, we are not 

given anything special or an extra blessing.  When we do good things for God, that does not earn 

us a place in heaven. When we watch our behavior and forgive others, we are not doing anything 

extraordinary, we are simply doing what God expects us to do. 

     Therefore, there is no reason for excuses such as, “I can’t do that, my faith is too weak;” 

rather there are only opportunities.  God places us among each other to serve as a source of 

encouragement and forgiveness; and His faithful love compels us to love each other – even when 

we can be very unlovable.  But it is faith in God’s grace that enables us to do such things – faith 

that may be as tiny as a speck of dust, but it is a faith in a great and gracious God. 

     “You just got to have faith.”  Those who say that often look to themselves as the basis for 

their faith.  Yet for us, as Christians, the source of our faith – whether great or small – is Jesus, 



who says to us, “You just got to have faith.”  But He doesn’t stop there and expect us to look to 

ourselves for the source of that faith.  Instead, Jesus goes on to complete that sentence by saying 

to us, “You just got to have faith in me, and I’ve given it to you; now go and put it into action.”       


