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     It’s amazing how attentive people are today, especially children, when you have an object or 

something they can see while you are talking.  We live in a visual society and we learn or pay 

attention better when we have something we can focus on when listening to someone talk.  We 

see this almost every Sunday in our children’s messages.  This pumpkin doesn’t have any 

connection to my message this morning; I just thought I would hold one while talking to you, 

hoping to get your attention.  And I think it worked.  However, I do think there is something 

about pumpkins that grabs and keeps our attention.  What it is, I don’t know; but maybe 

pumpkins get our attention because we use them in a variety of fun ways only once a year. 

     But how do we get people to pay attention like that with other things, such as important, 

spiritual things like God’s Word?  There are so many things trying to grab out attention today, 

but in our Gospel lesson for today, Jesus invites us and all people to pay attention to Him when 

He says in verse 31, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples.”  But can we really do 

that – abide in His Word? 

     We live in a constantly changing world, filled with so many activities and maybe too much 

technology.  Sometimes it seems like it’s hard to catch your breath today just to sit and be still.  It 

seems like we are always doing something – cell phone in one hand, TV remote in the other, while 

we have earphones or ear buds in our ears plugged into our tablets.  This is a culture of restlessness 

and multi-tasking.  We’re mobile, we eat on the run, and we don’t remain long in any one place.  If 

you watch a movie these days that was made in the 60s or 70s, it often seems slow.  It doesn’t grab 

you and move you quickly through the action.  Many people don’t have the patience to sit through 

it, because it doesn’t hold their attention. 



     But how important it is to be still and to know Jesus; that He is our God and is in control of 

our lives.  Jesus says, “Abide in my Word.”  That word, “abide” means to “remain, to dwell,” 

and that can be hard, because we are constantly on the go.  In our busyness we can easily fool 

ourselves into thinking that our fast, changing lifestyles are necessary and we just don’t have a 

lot of time for God right now, but we’ll make it up later; when the truth is we may be going too 

fast and we need to slow down and pay attention to God’s Word.  

     Have you ever had trouble with the truth?  It is interesting to note what took place in the verses 

leading up to our Gospel lesson for today.  In the first 11 verses of John 8 a group of religious 

leaders bring a woman caught in the act of adultery to Jesus with hopes of trying to destroy, not the 

woman’s, but Jesus’ reputation by asking Him a trick question: “Teacher, the Law of Moses 

commands us to stone this woman, since she was caught in the act of adultery.  What do you say?”  

These religious scholars knew that if Jesus said, “Stone her,” He would be violating the law of the 

land which said only the Roman government had the authority to stone people.  On the other hand, 

they also knew if Jesus said, “Let her go,” His fellow Jews would be very upset that He was not 

following the commands handed down by prophets of the Old Testament that they adhered to very 

closely.  But their trap was flawed, because if the woman was “caught” in adultery, then where 

was the man?  Why wasn’t he brought before Jesus?  After all, the law of the land also required 

that the man be stoned as well.  But Jesus disarmed their attack by saying, “If any of you is without 

sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.” Thus, Jesus encouraged them to throw a stone, but 

the qualifications He prescribed for throwing a stone prevented anyone from acting.  As a result, 

the religious leaders were confronted with the truth about who they really were – sinners, just like 

the woman – and they all walked away convicted of their own guilt. 



     In verses 12-30, Jesus then confronts these religious leaders with the truth about Himself.  But 

it was a truth they had a difficult time facing.  Jesus said to them, “I am the light of the world.”  

And when He said this He insinuated that they were lost, they were in the dark.   

     So when Jesus confronted them with the truth – that they and all people, all of us are sinners who 

need a Savior, because we are unable to save ourselves from our sin – those religious leaders were 

greatly offended, because they didn’t think they needed a Savior.  After all, they were descendants of 

Abraham, a man chosen by God in the Old Testament, and as far as they were concerned this 

connection was their ticket to heaven.  In fact, the idea that their tie to Abraham was their guarantee 

to heaven was similar to an indulgence from the days of Martin Luther in the early 1500s. 

     In 1517 a German monk, named Martin Luther, was concerned about the Vatican’s sale of 

indulgences to raise funds for the building of St. Peter’s cathedral in Rome.  For a certain fee, 

people could purchase a piece of paper from the Church that supposedly guaranteed them a place in 

heaven.  In other words, if you wanted forgiveness it would cost money.  This bothered Luther 

tremendously, because no where in Scripture did it say that forgiveness and eternal life could be 

bought. And so the church needed to be reformed; it needed to return and abide in the Word of God.  

     While indulgences are pretty much a thing of the past, there are still many people who do not see 

a need for Jesus in their lives.  Life is good and they don’t want to be told that they lead sinful lives.  

As far as they are concerned there are many people who go to church who act a lot worse than they 

do.  And that may be true, because Paul says in our second lesson in Romans that “all have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God.”  But sadly, many people do not want to face this truth. 

     There is a story about a park ranger who was once caught in a blizzard in the Rocky 

Mountains.  As a result of the storm, he became lost.  Eventually saw a cabin and was able to 

crawl to it and get inside.  But he was so exhausted that he didn’t even have the strength to light 



a fire or take off his wet clothing. Fortunately, some people found him the next day, unconscious, 

but he survived.  The park ranger explained that when you are freezing to death, you actually feel 

warm all over, and you don’t want to wake up, because it feels so good. 

     Some people are like that in their spiritual lives.  They don’t realize that state of sin they are 

in, because everything seems fine.  They have a nice house, their children are involved in several 

different activities, and they are busy with work, family, and traveling that they don’t see a need 

for Jesus in their lives.  Everything seems great, but it’s amazing how sin can easily deceive us. 

     When I was in college I had a class where the professor said that whenever we had a test, we 

could choose to have an open book and notes test or a test where you couldn’t use your textbook 

or notes.  I thought, “This class will be an easy ‘A,’ because I’ll always choose an open book test 

and I’ll never have to study.”  But my first test did not go very well.  I didn’t study at all and it 

was a lot harder than I expected.  When it was time for my second test, I chose the open book 

test again, but this time I studied for it.  However, the test was still extremely difficult and I did 

not do well.  When it was time for the third test, I chose the closed book test.  I studied for it and 

did very well on it.  Eventually, all of us in the class learned that the professor intentionally made 

the open book test much harder than the closed book test. 

     Now that is a good illustration of the trap of sin.  It sounds good at first, but it is only a trap.  

In fact, when we are trapped in sin, we excel at minimizing the seriousness of our sin.  We think, 

“I just need to make a few changes and everything will be fine.  When things slow down, then 

I’ll get back to church.  God understands.”  But in God’s eyes sin is evil and when evil becomes 

a habit, it’s a habit we cannot break. 

     But our loving God saw our condition and sent His Son, Jesus, to this earth to suffer the 

punishment of sin so that we could live with Him forever.  As a result, we are declared righteous 



by our loving God.  He wants us to “abide in Him,” so He can have a relationship with us.  That 

is the truth and when you understand that truth, regardless of your past or your current struggles, 

you really will be free.  


