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     Pastor Rick Warren, in his book, “The Purpose Driven Church,” tells the story about a man 

who was very depressed.  His wife had left him; he lost faith in himself, in other people, and in 

God.  He couldn’t find any joy in living.  One rainy Saturday morning this man went to a small 

neighborhood restaurant for breakfast.  Although several people were in the restaurant, no one 

was speaking to anyone else. 

     The man sat down at the counter and ordered a cup of coffee.  As he looked at the menu, a 

little girl who was sitting with her mother at a booth behind him, broke the silence in the place by 

asking out loud, “Mommy, can we say our prayers here?”  The server, who had just brought 

them their breakfast, turned around and said, “You can pray here anytime.”  The little girl folded 

her hands and said, “Let’s pray, Mommy.”  And as she was about to pray, the man noticed that 

most of the people in the restaurant were bowing their heads.  The little girl then bowed her head 

and said, “God is great, God is good, and we thank Him for our food. Amen.” 

     That prayer changed the entire atmosphere of the restaurant.  People began to talk to one 

another.  The server said, “We should do that here every morning.”  Over the next few weeks, 

the depressed man noticed that his life started to improve.  He started telling people about the 

little girl in the restaurant saying, “From that little girl’s example, I started to thank God for all 

that I did have and I stopped complaining about all that I did not have.  I started to be grateful.” 

     We all understand and appreciate the importance of gratitude, how it can truly change 

relationships.  In fact, one of the first things we were taught and that we teach our children is to 

express their gratitude.  Someone gives our children a piece of candy and we immediately say, 

“Now what do you say?”  And our children learn from an early age the answer, “Thank you.”  



As adults, we certainly appreciate being thanked, but when it comes to giving thanks to our 

Heavenly Father, so often we seem to miss the mark. 

     Our Gospel lesson for today is one of those familiar stories about giving thanks to God, and 

like many Bible stories, it is one that we usually never get tired of hearing.  The story begins 

with Jesus entering a village in which 10 men who have leprosy stand off at a distance and shout 

to Jesus for help – for healing.  It is significant to note that these 10 men did not come near Jesus; 

they stood off at a distance, because in those days anyone who had leprosy was considered 

“unclean,” which meant not only were they not allowed to go near other human beings for fear of 

spreading the disease, but they were also considered to be unworthy of God. 

     Just imagine living your life in that kind of tormented loneliness.  It’s one thing not to get 

near others when we are sick, and we’ve certainly come to understand that with a pandemic and 

the concept of social distancing.  But imagine being declared by religious leaders that you were 

religiously unclean and that God didn’t love you.  Imagine being told that you had to separate 

yourself from society, because you were considered unfit for human companionship.  Leprosy 

was a horrible, disfiguring disease in the days of Scripture, and people who had it were usually 

considered to be already dead.  They were the walking dead; but the way they were treated was 

probably worse than death, because it involved the idea that they should be separated from God. 

     And yet, even in the midst of this horrible situation, these 10 men with leprosy had something 

to be thankful for in their lives.  In their common misery they had found each other.  It is also 

interesting to note that one of these men was a Samaritan.  In those days a Jew would never have 

any dealings with a Samaritan.  Samaritans were viewed as lower class citizens.  But in the 

common misery of their leprosy, these men looked past the fact that they were Jews and 

Samaritans and realized that they were simply all men in need. 



     This brings us to the first point I would like to make about this story.  Even in the midst of our 

problems there is always something to be thankful for in our lives.  Now some of you may be 

thinking, “Pastor, that’s easy to say, but you don’t know what I’m dealing with right now.”  I 

cannot deny the reality that there are pains and sorrows that everyone experiences, but I don’t 

think there is anyone here today who has it worse than these 10 men in our Gospel lesson.  What 

could possibly be worse than that situation?  Yet, they had something to be thankful for. 

     In our second service today we will be singing a hymn titled, “Now Thank We All Our God.”  

The song was written by a Lutheran pastor named Martin Rinckart in 1637 in the midst of the 30 

Years War in Germany.  The city where Rinckart was a pastor became a place for refugees 

seeking safety from the fighting since it was protected by a wall.  However, the city quickly 

became too crowded; food supplies dwindled; a famine hit, and then came a terrible plague.  In 

one year over 6000 people in Rinckart’s village, including his wife and all his children, died 

from the plague.  And yet, in the midst of that horrible catastrophe, Pastor Rinckart sat down and 

wrote that great hymn of thanksgiving with the opening words, “Now thank we all our God with 

hearts and hands and voices; Who wondrous things has done, In whom His world rejoices.” 

     This leads to the second point I want to make about this story: Even in the midst of problems 

thanksgiving needs to be expressed.  As Jesus entered this village, these 10 men with leprosy 

called out to Jesus – begging for mercy.  But notice Jesus’ response.  He tells the men, “Go show 

yourselves to the priests.”  He doesn’t pray over them.  He doesn’t touch them, as He had done 

with other people who had leprosy, and heal them instantly.  Instead, He tells them to follow 

some Old Testament rules for cleansing.  Going to a priest was the last step in the cleansing 

process.  The priest didn’t heal anyone, rather his role was to confirm that a person had been 

cured and to declare that the person could return to society and live a normal life again.  



Therefore, I think it takes a real measure of faith for these 10 sick men not to question Jesus, but 

to begin their journey to see the priests – without being cured, convinced though that the priests 

would declare them to be “clean.”  In other words, they had hope, not in themselves, not in the 

priests, but in Jesus that somehow He was going to work this out.  And then, as they went on 

their way, our text says that they were all miraculously healed. 

     All 10 lepers took Jesus’ words at face value, but only one recognized that as they traveled to 

see the priests that his life had been transformed by the power of God.  Only one realized that he 

had encountered the very presence of Almighty God and decided to go back to the One who 

healed him to say “thank you.”  And you can almost hear the sadness in Jesus’ voice when He 

says, “Were not all 10 cleansed?  Where are the other 9?”  Only one recognized that Jesus’ 

healing meant a new way of living life. 

     The question for us today is: “Who are we in this story?”  We all know the temptations of 

taking God’s blessings for granted.  Many times we are like the “other 9,” we pray to God, 

asking for His help, and we get what we want from Him, but then we go back to our normal life, 

back to our old ways, forgetting about God even though our lives have been eternally changed.  

But our second lesson from 2 Timothy says, “If we are faithless, God is still faithful,” meaning 

God will still give us blessings, even when we forget about Him, because that is His nature. I can 

imagine that the man who returned to thank Jesus probably continued to praise Jesus for the rest 

of his life as his life had completely changed.  I’m sure people could see by his life that he had 

been touched by the love of Jesus, because of the joyful life he lived. 

     We have been touched by the love of Christ and I pray that people will always be able to see 

that in us.  Next month we will once again celebrate our national day of Thanksgiving, and 

according to several different polls, 9 out of 10 American families will not utter a single prayer 



as they sit down to their Thanksgiving dinner.  But while most of us, I’m sure, will say a prayer 

of thanks, let us approach this season by giving thanks to God before Thanksgiving begins.  


