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     Are you ready for Thanksgiving?  There are only 11 days left to get your turkey, the 

vegetables, and the pumpkin pie.  If you are making plans to travel for Thanksgiving or if you 

are having family and friends to your home for Thanksgiving, you’ve only got 11 days left to 

finalize your plans as everyone knows that next week Thursday, November 24, is the deadline.  

We all know about deadlines.  A specific time at which something must be completed or there 

will be consequences.  Whether it is a project at work, a bill that needs to be paid, an RSVP to a 

wedding, or an assignment at school, they all have deadlines.  If you don’t get that project done 

at work on time, you could lose your job.  If you are late paying a bill, you could be charged a 

late fee.  If you do not send in that RSVP to the wedding, you may not be able to attend.  If you 

fail to turn in the assignment at school, you could get a poor grade.  We all experience deadlines. 

     What is interesting to note is that the word, “deadline,” according to the dictionary, was 

originally a literal line that was drawn around a prison and if a prisoner crossed that line, he/she 

would be at risk of being shot and killed.  So it was an actual dead line.  I don’t think anyone 

today has to fear being shot for not finishing a project at work or failing to turn in an assignment 

at school.  However, there is a very real and serious deadline that the Bible describes for us in 

our Old Testament lesson from Malachi.  It is a deadline that every person will face, when the 

world as we know it will cease to exist and all people will stand before Jesus for judgment.  This 

deadline is one that we need to be ready for, because it is coming and it has eternal consequences 

     Malachi was one of several Old Testament prophets who were called by God to speak God’s 

Word to His people.  While there were many different prophets that God sent throughout the 

centuries, the message they all shared was basically the same.  The prophets told the people they 



needed to repent of their sinful ways when they turned against God and worshipped other gods.  

The prophets pointed the people to a promised Messiah who would come someday to rescue 

them from the punishment of their sin.  And the prophets described the end of the world as we 

know it, when God would return to determine who would spend eternity with Him and who 

would be eternally separated from Him.  All three of these thoughts are seen in our Old 

Testament text for today.  Verse 1 begins with God saying, “For behold, the day is coming;” not 

“maybe” or “possibly,” it is coming.  And what will that day look like?  God continues by saying 

it will be “burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble.  The day 

that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root 

nor branch.”  Think of that day like one of those massive forest fires that consume everything in 

its path, leaving only complete charred devastation and destruction. 

     Who stands in the path of this burning fire?  “All the arrogant and all evildoers,” says the 

Lord, “The day that is coming shall set them ablaze.”  Nice to know that none of us are arrogant 

or evildoers.  Well, maybe we’re arrogant from time to time, but there are certainly people who 

are more arrogant than us.  We’re not so bad or evil compared to many other people.  But notice 

that this verse does not say, “The really arrogant” or “The super evil people.”  There are no 

degrees of arrogance or evil in God’s eyes.  So with that in mind, consider, have you ever pulled 

into your driveway after church and looked at your neighbor relaxing in his front yard and 

thought, “At least I go to church?”  Have you ever watched the news and thought, “I would never 

treat my spouse or my child that way?”  Have you ever looked at someone with an alcohol or 

drug addiction and thought, “How can you do something so foolish like that?”  Arrogant and evil 

are not just what other people are; it’s what every one of us is! 



     We are the ones who deserve to face that consuming fire of the last day.  Unlike massive 

forest fires which can eventually see new growth appearing through those charred grounds, this 

fire of the last day is eternal and without end.  There is no hope or life for those who will face 

this fire.  That is a serious deadline.  To stand before God covered in arrogance and sin is a truly 

terrifying thought. 

     But it doesn’t have to be terrifying for us.  For us, who put our faith in Jesus as our Savior, 

that last day of time is not so much a dead line as it is a life line, that is, a crossing over into 

eternal life with God.  In verse 2 God says, “But for you who fear my name, the sun of 

righteousness shall rise with healing in it wings.  You shall go out leaping like calves from the 

stall.”  What a difference from verse 1 to verse 2.  The fear of that Last Day has been replaced 

with great joy and excitement.  How?  It’s because we know Jesus.  He is the sun of 

righteousness who though He died on Good Friday, He rose from the dead on Easter; and He is 

the sun of righteousness who will arise once again on the Last Day, when He will also raise all 

the dead and give to us and all who believed in Him as their Savior eternal life.  Jesus is the one 

who rescues every one of us from the eternal punishment that we and all sinners deserve.  He is 

the one who proclaims peace instead of punishment.  He is the one who declares life instead of 

death.  But how?  We’ve all seen our sin and arrogance and the evil we have done, even though 

we often try not to do it. 

     It’s because we receive and live in what God calls, “the sun or righteousness.”  Think about 

anytime you are outside and you feel the warmth of the sun.  We don’t do anything to get that 

warmth, we are simply the recipients of that warmth, we are recipients of what the sun produces.  

In the same way we are recipients of the righteousness that Jesus has produced for us.  The 

righteousness of Jesus shines on us, people who are stained with sin, and changes us.  As God in 



the flesh, Jesus lived a life completely free from arrogance, evil, and every sin.  But at the cross, 

Jesus, as the Son of God, faced the eternal wrath of His Heavenly Father, that consuming fire, 

that we deserved to face for our sins, and He died our death, in our place, and in exchange gave 

us His life.  Because of His tremendous love for us, He didn’t want us to face that Last Day 

unprepared and separated from Him forever.  Therefore, that Last Day will truly be a great and 

awesome day of joy for all of us. 

     In a few weeks we will sing of this sun of righteousness as we prepare to celebrate His first 

coming to this world with songs such as, “Hark! The Herald Angels Sings,” as we sing, “Hail, the 

heaven-born Prince of Peace!  Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!  Light and life to all He brings; 

Risen with healing in His wings.”  And as He is risen, so are we.  Each day is a new day that we 

get to live in Him.  Each day we experience His blessings, which are too numerous to count.  

Each day we get to serve others, knowing He is with us and is preparing a place for us in His 

Heavenly Kingdom, in which He will say to us, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take 

your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world” (Matthew 25:34). 

     After Malachi preached the words of our text, 400 years passed until Jesus, the sun of 

righteousness, was born.  How long will it be for you?  A day, a month, 10 years, 400 years until 

He returns?  We don’t know, but until that day comes, you and I can live in the confidence of His 

forgiveness and in joy.  That is the “sun of righteousness” that you and I live under by God’s 

grace.  That is the “sun of righteousness” that we wake up to every morning and go to bed with 

every evening knowing that whenever that last day of time comes, we will be able to stand 

confidently knowing that Jesus has changed this deadline into our lifeline.  What a day to look 

forward to; a day that will be unlike any other.  A day that will have no end.  A day when the sun 

of righteousness will shine forever.  A day that when Jesus comes for you, all believers will 



literally leap out of their graves fully alive, and we will leap with them.  Consider what that day 

will be like as you count your blessings and prepare for Thanksgiving this year.      


