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     Next weekend Sue and I will celebrate our 28th wedding anniversary.  On that day, we stood 

in the church with family and friends, we spoke our vows, and we exchanged rings.  The pastor 

pronounced us to be husband and wife, and ever since that day things have been different as we 

became one.  Four years later our daughter Sarah was born, and ever since that day our lives 

have changed.  When you get married and have children, nothing stays the same – you change 

the way you look at each other, you change the things you do, and you change as an individual. 

     Our Old Testament lesson for today from Isaiah emphasizes this reality as he explains that 

when God comes to save, everything changes.  The text begins by explaining that when God 

comes creation changes.  The land in our world, which is dry and ugly, will become green and 

luxurious.  Grass will grow and the ground will be covered with flowers.  Isaiah compares it to 

Carmel, Sharon, and Lebanon – three places which were noted for their glorious vegetation and 

beauty.  Think of it like the change we see from winter to spring.  In January, everything outside 

is brown, bare, and dormant, but when April comes, the trees turn green, flowers appear, and the 

birds start singing.  You feel joyous and excited, knowing the weather is warming, the daylight 

hours are getting longer, and the colors outside start appearing again. 

     Then Isaiah talks about people who have weak hands, feeble knees, and anxious hearts.  They 

may be discouraged, disheartened, and depressed.  Others are blind and deaf.  Some cannot 

speak and are unable to walk.  But when God comes, the weak and discouraged will suddenly be 

strong and courageous once again.  People will see and hear and shout for joy.  I think of those 

medical stories in which a person hears for the first time.  He/she has been deaf their entire life, 

but then the doctors do surgery – maybe putting some kind of implant in their ear, and suddenly 



the person hears for the very first time.  You can see the person’s face just light up in joy.  Or 

someone who has been color blind, but then is fitted with some special glasses, and suddenly 

they can see all kinds of colors for the first time.  Tears flow down their face.  When God comes 

to save, everything changes in a person’s life. 

     Next, Isaiah talks about a highway.  Most highways, back then, were more like trails.  They 

were rough and dangerous.  Wild animals could attack you, as well as robbers.  But when God 

comes, the road will become a highway of holiness for those who believe in Jesus as their 

Savior.  People will not have to fear being hurt ever again.  People will travel together to God’s 

throne and there will be rejoicing and praise.  Isaiah simply says that when God comes to save 

us, everything will change.  Joy will fill the land and people’s lives.  But when will this happen?   

     Our world has already experienced it once.  Picture for a moment a manger, a feeding trough 

for animals in a barn or stable in Bethlehem during the days of Caesar Augustus.  That was 

rather common for a small town back then.  But one evening, a child is born, and His name is 

Jesus; and the name Jesus means, “one who saves.”  So in that manger, which was once just an 

ordinary stable, everything changed because Jesus, Immanuel, God with us, was born in it.  It 

was a night of joy and praise in the world as God had come to save us. 

     When Jesus grows up and begins His earthly ministry, He meets people and comes into their 

lives, and everything changes.  The Bible tells us that man who was born blind meets Jesus and is 

healed by Him.  He sees for the very first time and he can’t help himself but to tell everyone, “I was 

blind, but now I see.”  In addition, he then worships Jesus as joy and thanksgiving fill his heart. 

     Jesus meets a woman who is a prostitute and another who was caught in adultery.  Jesus comes into 

their lives and everything changes.  The prostitute weeps at His feet, drying her tears with her hair.  

The woman caught in adultery goes away without being condemned as Jesus tells her to sin no more. 



     A man who is paralyzed is brought to a house where Jesus is speaking to a crowd of people.  

The friends of the paralyzed man are determined to get him in front of Jesus.  So they carry their 

friend to the roof of the house where Jesus is speaking, make a hole in the roof, and they lower 

their friend down in front of Jesus.  Jesus enables him to walk as he is fully healed, and in 

addition He forgives the man of all his sins. 

     There is even a story about how a tax collector named Zacchaeus was impacted by Jesus.  

Jesus was traveling through an area and Zacchaeus climbed a tree in order to see Jesus over the 

crowd of people.  Jesus saw Zacchaeus and told him he was going to come to his house that night 

for dinner.  That evening everything changed.  Eternal life came to that house as the tax collector 

was forgiven and promised to give all the money back and then some to people he had cheated.  

Zacchaeus then followed Jesus with joy in his heart and praise on his lips. 

     Do you see what happens when God comes to save us through Jesus?  Everything changes.  

Then, as Jesus’ earthly ministry comes to an end, He comes to save us in the most gruesome of 

places – a cross.  Back then a cross was a horrible instrument of death.  It reeked of blood, 

agony, and rotting flesh.  It was an awful place to die.  But now look at our church, it is filled 

with beautiful crosses, it is part of the name for our church, and it is called “Holy.”  We even call 

the Friday Jesus died, “Good,” because when Jesus hung on the cross, everything changed.  

Instead of judgment and death for us, we now have forgiveness and life. 

     Now think about a cemetery.  When a body is placed in a tomb, it usually stays there; but not 

with Jesus.  With Jesus everything changes – the stone is rolled away and life comes out as Jesus 

rises from the dead, fully alive once again.  Over 500 people see Him alive and the word spreads 

that Jesus has defeated death.  And 40 days later as Jesus ascends into heaven, He promises that 

someday He will return and on that day all of creation will be renewed.   



     In the meantime, as we wait for that day Jesus comes to each one of us and everything 

changes.  In Baptism, when simple water is poured on a person’s head and the words, “I baptize 

you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” are used, Jesus is there.  The 

person who was born sinful is forgiven and changed as they are adopted by God and made a part 

of His family, and are given new everlasting life. 

     Or think about the Lord’s Supper.  We come up here to this altar rail, and we get a little bit of 

bread and a sip of wine.  We may not feel different, but we are changed as Jesus comes right into 

our bodies as He is present in that bread and wine.  At that moment, we are forgiven, our faith is 

strengthened, and we rejoice as eternal life is ours.  Or think about God’s Word.  These are not 

just words on a page.  Jesus comes to us through these words.  He gives us His Holy Spirit to 

encourage and strengthen us as He tells us in the Psalms, “Cast your cares on me, for I care for 

you” when we are struggling, hurting, or grieving.  Think how these words comfort you or 

change you when you are in the hospital, when you receive bad news, or are scared.  During 

those moments we need the strength and peace of Jesus that comes to us through His Word.   

     When God came to save us in Jesus, everything changed.  He came long ago in a manger, on 

a cross, and out of an empty tomb.  Joyous news from over 2000 years ago that we still celebrate 

today.  And God continues to come to save us in Jesus at the baptismal font, in Holy 

Communion, and in His Word where He gives us forgiveness and life.  Everything changes and 

we rejoice.  And as we travel together on His highway with our brothers and sisters in His 

Church, we look forward to that day when Jesus will return to save us for all time.  On that day, 

all of creation will be renewed.  We will have no more weak hands, feeble knees, or anxious 

hearts.  Our sin damaged bodies will be fixed as there will be no more blindness or cancer or 

Alzheimer’s.  The worries and sorrows of this world will be replaced with joyous and exuberant 



praise.  Yes, God in Jesus has come to save us and that’s why we gather here each week and put 

lights on our house and rejoice because through the birth of a child named Jesus on Christmas 

everything has changed. 


