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     Last week I mentioned to you that Sue and I would be celebrating our 28th wedding 

anniversary this weekend.  If you do the math, that means we were married in December 1994.  

What I did not mention to all of you was that in the summer of 1993, after another disastrous 

blind date, I vowed: “No more blind dates.  That’s it, I am through.”  I was 30 years old, 

preparing for my second year of seminary schooling, and I started to wonder if I would ever meet 

that special person who I would want to spend the rest of my life with.  For 2 years I had been 

praying to God that I would meet someone who I could develop a relationship with that 

hopefully would lead to marriage someday.  There were different women I had dated over the 

years, but I never developed a long term relationship with any of them.  And every blind date just 

seemed to be a total disaster.  So in the summer of 1993 I decided that I was not going to ask 

another woman out until I saw some kind of sign that she truly liked me and wanted to go out 

with me.  In the midst of my uncertainty and frustration, I really wanted some kind of sign. 

     In our Old Testament lesson this morning from Isaiah, God’s people living in the land of 

Judah, which was the southern portion of what used to be the nation of Israel under King David, 

desperately needed a sign from God.  Nations around them had been preparing to attack them.  In 

an earlier battle the Bible tells us that 120,000 soldiers had been killed, because the people had 

turned away from God, and in another battle 200,000 people in Judah had been taken captive.  

King Ahaz, who had also turned away from God, and the people of Judah were scared.  In the 

verses leading up to our text it says, “The hearts of Ahaz and his people were shaken, as the trees 

of the forest are shaken by the wind” (Isaiah 7:2).  So they needed a sign – a sign that God was 

with them, a sign that God would help, a sign that they would not fight this battle alone. 



     And so God gave them one.  Through the prophet Isaiah, God spoke to King Ahaz to assure 

him that these enemies would not defeat them saying in verse 7, right before our text, “It will not 

take place, it will not happen.”  And in verse 9, God said to King Ahaz and the people of Judah, 

“If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all.”  But could they really trust 

God?  After all, their enemies were large in numbers.  They looked strong and powerful.  How 

could they be certain that God would really keep His promise?  A sign of God’s love and 

protection would certainly help them to overcome their fears and anxieties. 

     We, too, need a sign, because we have things that threaten us.  Crime and violence always 

seem to be around us.  Economic experts are constantly telling us that we are headed for a 

recession.  As we age, health problems seem to threaten us on a daily basis.  I’m sure we can all 

find reasons to worry every day.  Plus, we know that we are often like the people of Judah.  We 

are sinners who turn away from God again and again.  So we need a sign – a sign that God is 

with us, a sign that God loves us, a sign that He will help and take care of us.  

     And just like God came to King Ahaz through the prophet Isaiah and made promises to Him, 

God has come to us through His Word and made promises to us.  In the book of Matthew, God 

promised that He would be with us always to the very end of the age.  In the book of Romans, 

God promised to work all things together for our good.  In the book of Philippians, He promised 

to meet all of our needs according to His glorious riches in Jesus, and in 1 Corinthians, God 

promised not to give us more than we can bear.  Now, knowing all this, we still worry?  Why is 

that?  I would guess that there is a part of us that always wonders if God is going to keep His 

promises, especially in the way we want Him too.  So, I think a sign would definitely help us, as 

well, to believe and not to worry so much – to be at peace. 



     Notice what God says to King Ahaz at the beginning of our Old Testament lesson. In verse 11 

He says, “Ask a sign of the Lord your God: let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.”  God tells 

Ahaz to go ahead, ask for a sign, any kind of sign you want and I will give you a sign.  Isn’t that 

amazing?  Here is this incredible opportunity for King Ahaz to prove to everyone just how much 

God loved them and how His Word could be trusted.  Clearly God understood how helpful a sign 

would be for His people.  Can you imagine what it would be like if God gave us that kind of 

opportunity in the midst of our fears?  I guarantee it would take away some of our worries. 

     But incredibly, King Ahaz refused God’s offer.  Verse 12, “But Ahaz said, ‘I will not ask, and 

I will not put the Lord to the test.”  Ahaz rejects God’s offer in the way we reject offers from a 

telemarketer.  When a telemarketer calls we usually think or say things like, “Don’t answer, hang 

up right away, don’t talk to them, if you talk to them they will convince you to buy something 

from them that sounds too good to be true.”  And that was King Ahaz’s attitude.  He knew that if 

he took God up on His offer for a sign, he would have to “buy into” God’s plan for him and 

change his life.  Ahaz wasn’t interested in doing that. 

     At this stubbornness Isaiah nearly lost his temper, saying in verse 13, “Hear then, O house of 

David!  Is it not enough to try the patience of men?  Will you try the patience of my God also?”  

Even though Ahaz foolishly rejects this offer from God, even though he wanted nothing to do 

with God, remember that God promised him back in verse 7 that Judah would not be defeated, 

and God followed through on that promise.  When Ahaz rejected God’s offer of a sign, God 

responded in verse 14 by basically saying, “Well guess what, you’re going to get a sign whether 

you want on or not.  But this sign is not going to bring you any assurance, it will be a sign that 

will reassure people who believe in me for all generations.”  And God’s sign of His love for us is 



this: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”  

(Which means “God with us.”) 

     This sign was, of course, fulfilled in the person of Jesus.  Our Gospel lesson for today tells us 

that Mary was that virgin who gave birth to a son and that Jesus is this promised Immanuel.  The 

birth of Jesus is the sign that God loves us and will take care of us.  For Jesus came into this 

world to live with us, as one of us, so that ultimately He could be nailed to a cross and die as 

payment for our sins.  And if God did not withhold even His own Son from us, then obviously 

there is nothing good that God will withhold from us. 

     Dr. John Rosen was a psychiatrist who was known for his work with schizophrenics.  Instead 

of keeping his distance from them, he moved in with them in order to understand them.  He lived 

the life that they had to live and he loved them.  It was as if his being there communicated 

something that they hadn’t experienced before or in years – somebody loved them.  But he did 

something else, as well.  He put his arms around them and hugged them.  He touched these 

unattractive, unlovable people and loved them back into life.  And that is what Jesus did for us at 

Christmas.  He moved in with us. He lived our lives.  He hugs us, loves us, and leads us to a 

restored life.  He communicates to us that He will help us through life in this challenging world.  

Since God gave us a sign and fulfilled it, we don’t ever have to worry about God turning His 

back on us. 

     Next weekend we will celebrate Christmas and I will be celebrating with my wife, Sue, who 

two weeks after I made that vow of no more blind dates, I called her, without ever having met 

her, and asked her out on a blind date.  Even though, she too, (I found out later), had vowed no 

more blind dates, she agreed to go out with me.  Were there signs from God, yes, I think so, but 

not exactly in the way that either one of us had expected.  But the signs that God gave us that led 



to our marriage is certainly not what we’re going to be celebrating next weekend.  What we will 

be celebrating is the sign God gave to all of us of His love and protection.  “The virgin will be 

with child and will give birth to a son and will his name Immanuel.”  This sign is how we know 

God is with us, loves us, and will keep His promises.  May this sign lead you to truly celebrate 

Christ’s birth this year.     


