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     In 1960 a bronze statue with the inscription, “Let us beat our swords into ploughshares” was 

given by the then Soviet Union to the United Nations and placed in a garden at the UN 

headquarters.  The words come from our Old Testament lesson for today from Isaiah that express 

the sculpture’s hope that the UN would help the nations of the world find lasting peace by 

converting military weapons or technologies into peaceful civilian applications.  But 62 years 

later, there certainly doesn’t seem like there is any peace in our world.  Russia is at war with 

Ukraine; there is constant fighting in places like Iraq and Afghanistan; and the Israelis and 

Palestinians always seem to kill and destroy despite making peace agreements. 

     However, nations overseas are not the only places where peace seems to be in short supply.  

In our own country we have experienced another series of shootings from Colorado to Virginia.  

Closer to home, husbands and wives have arguments, brothers and sisters fight, and children are 

bullied at school.  Is there any hope for people in a community, much less any nation, to attain 

lasting peace?  Actually, there is, and our Old Testament text teaches us that we attain lasting 

peace by walking in the Lord’s light.  Now what does that mean? 

     Peace in many parts of the world has always been elusive.  There wasn’t any peace in the 

days when Isaiah spoke the words of our text about 2700 years ago.  The once great nation of 

Israel, which was a powerful country under King David, had split into two kingdoms/countries.  

The northern kingdom of Israel had been taken over by a foreign nation, and the southern 

kingdom – known as Judah – was facing a threat from the enemy forces of Babylon, which 

would eventually invade and destroy Judah. 



     Inside this once powerful nation things had grown dark.  Most of the people had turned away 

from God as they were looking for peace and security in other places.  They were selfish and 

greedy as money and possessions were far more important than looking out for the poor and 

needy as God had commanded.  The courts could be bought and it was easy to see that most 

people preferred injustice when it benefited them.  So Isaiah, sent from God, spoke some harsh 

words to the people of Judah, as the country would soon fall to a foreign power and be ransacked 

because of their lack of trust in God, their disobedience to his Commandments, and their 

injustice to those who could not fend for themselves.  Judah was going through dark times and 

dark times call for a walk in the light of God. 

     But are we walking in dark times?  In many ways we are.  We know how greed and 

selfishness have ransacked our country and the rest of the world as there are people who are 

hungry and homeless, others struggle to make ends meet, there is finger pointing and a lack of 

trust among government officials at all levels when it comes to inflation and gun violence, and 

war never seems to end.  Even our faith seems to be attacked.  This is the time of the year that we 

will hear stories about how someone is offended by a nativity scene, so it will taken down.  

Atheists and agnostics will push for government buildings and schools to not have any type of 

religious displays.  And overseas, Christians will be persecuted in countries ruled by hardline 

Non-Christian governments.  On top of all this, we see infighting, jealousies, and power plays, in 

the Church in the United States as denominations argue and split among questions of Scripture.  

Yes, we live in dark times, and dark times call for a walk in the light of the Lord. 

     Isaiah called for the people of Judah to do that by looking ahead to the latter days.  Days will 

come, he says, when people will flow from all nations to worship the true God.  People will 

listen to the teachings of the Lord and do them.  And there will be peace.  Swords will become 



plows to provide food to eat.  Weapons of war will become tools to feed the hungry.  Isaiah’s 

message was simple: walk in the promise of this light of the Lord during those dark times, 

because the latter days will come. 

     And they did.  The promise of latter days came true as days of light arrived about 700 years 

after Isaiah spoke these words.  Those latter days began when Jesus, the light of the world, came 

down from heaven and was born in a stable.  “Peace on earth,” the angels sang when Jesus was 

born.  When Jesus began His earthly ministry, people from all around flowed to touch Him, to be 

healed by Him, and to listen to His teachings.  He told Peter to put away his sword when a crowd 

came to arrest Him.  And when He was nailed to a cross, the world was plunged into darkness 

for hours.  On that cross, Jesus took the greed and selfishness, the disobedience and injustice, the 

hatred and fighting, the jealousies and power plays, and everything that causes dark times in our 

lives, and He died for them.  Jesus, the light of the world, was then placed into a dark tomb that 

was sealed with a large stone.  But on Easter morning Jesus shattered that darkness by walking 

out of that tomb fully alive as the promise of Isaiah was kept.   

     Can you see how Jesus is the fulfillment of Isaiah’s promises about the latter days?  Isaiah 

said that people would flow from all nations to worship the true God, to listen to His Word, and 

to follow His commands.  Today that is happening as people all around the world worship Jesus.  

Pick any continent and you will find people attending worship services and Bible studies to listen 

to God’s Word and to follow His commands. 

     Just imagine what the celebration of Holy Communion looks like on any given Sunday.  

When people get out of their seats and come to the altar, the Church is doing what Isaiah 

prophesied so long ago.  Just imagine what God sees.  Millions of people from all around the 

world, thousands of different races, hundreds of different languages, married couples, singles, 



young children, teenagers, and retired people; those who are well off and those who are 

struggling to make ends meet; longtime believers and people are who new to the Church all 

coming for the forgiveness He offers.  Isaiah said in verses 2-3, “It shall come to pass in the 

latter days that the mountain of the house of the Lord…shall be lifted up…and all the nations 

shall flow to it, and many peoples shall come, and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of 

the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk 

in his paths.’”  And that is what happens every Sunday when people gather together throughout 

the world to worship our God. 

     But if this is happening all around the world, then why are so many “Christian” nations filled 

with violence?  Why are there serious disagreements among Christians in churches?  Why do 

Christian couples struggle through marriage?  Why do Christian children rebel?  Unfortunately, 

we are still waiting for Isaiah’s prophecy to come true in all its fullness.  We are still waiting for 

all nations to worship Jesus without persecution.  We are still waiting for swords to become plows 

and for war to become a time to feed the hungry.  When will Isaiah’s prophecy be completely 

fulfilled?  On the Last Day when Jesus returns in all His glory and power.  On that day the 

trumpet will sound, every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

     Last month my college class had its 35th reunion.  I did not attend, but at the end of the weekend 

there was a special memorial service to honor all of the guys in my class who had died over the 

past 35 years.  As I read their names in an email and heard that taps was played, since they had all 

served in the military, I remembered every one of them and the great times we had together. 

     One day another trumpet will sound.  The end of the latter days we live in will be the Last Day of 

all history and on that day the trumpet will sound, but it won’t be taps, instead it will be reveille 

waking up all bodies from the grave as death will be undone.  Nations will flow to God’s holy 



mountain in peace to worship Him forever, and the final victory will be ours.  In the meantime, we 

will still experience war and fighting and darkness.  So let us come and worship our God, let us read 

His Word, and find peace for our souls as we prepare to welcome Him again and to celebrate the 

light of His love on Christmas.   


