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     I would guess that none of us actually sit through the credits at the end of a movie and read all 

of the names that scroll by on the screen.  When the credits start rolling that means the movie is 

over and we gather our things and make our way out of the theater.  While the credits begin with 

a list of the people who starred in the movie, we then get a list of every person who had anything 

to do with the making of the movie, such as producers, camera operators, sound coordinators, 

makeup artists, and the list goes on and on.  The fact is most of us do not care who was involved 

in making the movie; we don’t usually know any of the people listed so their names don’t mean 

anything to us.  Even if we were to take the time to read all of the names listed in the credits, 

they probably still wouldn’t mean anything to us or they wouldn’t tell us anything about the 

people involved in making the movie. 

     In the Bible, though, it is just the opposite.  A name is just as important as the person.  In the 

days of Scripture, you didn’t just have a name, you were the name.  That is why God chose a very 

special name for His Son.  The name “Jesus” means “The Lord Saves,” and a Savior He was as 

nobody ever fulfilled the meaning of a name more completely than Jesus fulfilled His.  In fact, 

Jesus fulfilled all of the names He was given that we heard about during the Christmas season – 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Prince of Peace, and Immanuel – which means “God with us.” 

     Therefore, it was commonly understood that if you despised a name, you despised the person; but if 

you glorified a name, you then honored the person.  Obviously this was so important to God that He 

gave Moses as one of the 10 Commandments: “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in 

vain.” But sadly, in our culture, we seem to have forgotten this commandment.  In daily conversations 

we hear or use words that clearly identify God and we treat them with irreverence and disrespect.  In 



other words, I’ve never heard any swearing in the name of Abraham Lincoln or Christopher 

Columbus, but I’m sure we’ve all heard plenty of swearing that used the name “Jesus” or “God.” 

     We all know that God’s name is to be used with a sense of awe and respect, and since His 

name and nature are one, we can understand, then, that there is power in God’s name.  For 

example, in Scripture when Peter and John saw a crippled man, they healed him by saying, “In 

the name of Jesus, walk,” and the man walked.  Paul said to a woman who was filled with an evil 

spirit, “I charge you in the name of Jesus to come out of her,” and immediately the spirit left her.  

Even the religious leaders understood the power of Jesus’ name, as they once commanded Peter 

and John to stop speaking and teaching in the name of Jesus.  It was this name that they feared, 

as they realized that the name of Jesus was identical with the nature of Jesus – that being 

powerful.  And this is still true today, as we pray in Jesus’ name.  There is great power in prayer, 

not in the words or act of praying, but in the fact that the prayer is made in Jesus’ name. 

     But what about our names?  Is it possible for our names to accurately reflect our nature?  

Every year I ask our confirmation students to look up the meaning of their first name and we 

always discover some interesting meanings to our names.  My name, William, means 

“protector,” but I don’t know if anyone, other than my wife and daughter, would consider me to 

be a “protector.”  The name “Alexander” means “helper of others,” but certainly not every man 

who has ever had that name has been known to help others.  “Katherine” means “pure,” but not 

every woman named Katherine has been perfectly pristine in her purity.  I’m sure we can also list 

a variety of strange names or even cute names that parents give their children, which may cause 

us to wonder, “What were the parents thinking or why did they choose that name?”  When I was 

in elementary school, we had a boy in my class named Jack Frost, and you can imagine the 

kidding he received about his name.   



     Maybe your given name of Mike or Jane may not say a lot about you, but we do have the 

name, “Christian” attached to us which does or should describe our true nature as a person.  Our 

“Christian” name is given to us at our Baptism, when we are born again and made new creatures 

in Jesus Christ.  When we were baptized, the pastor used the name of Jesus as water was poured 

on us, our sins were forgiven, and we were given His nature, His mind, His spirit, and His 

attitude.  For this reason baptism is sometimes referred to as a “Christening,” because it is a time 

when a person is made a Christian by God’s gracious act of adoption. 

     In fact, this is somewhat similar to Jesus’ circumcision that we heard mentioned in our Gospel 

lesson from Luke.  Circumcision in those days was a rite that established a covenant with God 

resulting in the child being made a member of God’s people.  Baptism is a necessary rite, 

because we come into this world as sinners, separated from God by our sinful nature.  But 

through the spiritual act of adoption, known as baptism, we become children of God.  Therefore, 

having the name “Christian” attached to us, we all face a daily challenge to live up to that name. 

     But as we said in our “confession liturgy” this morning, we begin a new year with the 

realization that 2022 was another year filled with sin, in which we failed to live up to our names.  

If we were to do an honest evaluation of our lives from this past year, we would all realize that 

God gave us many blessings in 2022 that we took for granted, and yet we continued to fail Him.  

So what will God do then in 2023?  Will He continue to bless us?  Our Old Testament lesson for 

today actually answers that question.  In the book of Numbers, it says that God told Moses, “I 

want you, your brother Aaron, and his sons to give the Israelites a special blessing.”  And this 

blessing is the same one that we use at the end of our worship services.  But it is important to 

know that God did not give the Israelites this blessing because they had done something good or 

because they had honored the name of God.  In fact, it was just the opposite. 



     God had freed the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, where they had suffered for over 400 

years, but instead of honoring God for freeing them, the people turned away from God.  After 

leaving Egypt they complained about their living conditions, the food, and about how unfair 

things were in their lives.  They even convinced Aaron to build a golden calf as their god when 

Moses failed to return quickly from his discussion with God at the top of Mt. Sinai, where he 

received the 10 Commandments. 

     But when God disciplined His people for their unfaithfulness, many of them realized how much 

they had failed God, and they begged for mercy.  As a result, soon after the golden calf incident, God 

then placed His name on each Israelite with the blessing we heard in our Old Testament text and He 

claimed the Israelites for Himself.  What does this mean for us?  It means that if you are feeling like 

you have failed someone or failed God recently, remember that God has chosen you to be His child, 

He has put His name on you through baptism, you are forgiven, and He will never let you go.  

     It’s kind of like being in school when two people were captains of their team and they then 

picked people to be part of their team.  It was always a nice feeling to be picked or chosen, but it 

was a terrible feeling to be the last one selected, because if you were picked last, you really 

weren’t picked – you were just sort of assigned to a team.  The good news for us is that through 

Baptism, everyone one of us has been chosen by God.  None of us have been assigned to God.  

We have been personally picked by God to bear His name and to serve in His name; not because 

we are worthy, but because Jesus loves us and died for us so we could live with Him forever. 

     So when you hear those words of blessing at the end of our service today, don’t let them roll 

past you like the credits at the end of a movie.  Don’t look at them as a signal that you need to 

start gathering your things, because the worship service is almost over.  God has something 

important to say to you as you leave this place of worship.  Chosen by Him, He gives you a 



promise of protection, grace, and peace in that final blessing.  Believe those promises with 

confidence that His blessings will follow you all throughout this new year.        


