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     According to news reports over the weekend, the House of Representatives finally elected a 

person to serve in the office of Speaker on the 15th ballot.  It was a long process that involved a 

lot of arm twisting, private negotiations, promises, concessions, and heated debate, including an 

altercation that almost got physical on the House floor.  After winning the vote, the new Speaker 

was sworn in and then the rest of the members of Congress were sworn in as well.  

     Jesus came to fill an office and to fulfill a task.  How nice to know, though, that Jesus did not 

come to be the Speaker of a government, president of a country, king of a nation, or general of an 

army.  He came to be our Savior, and Jesus’ baptism is the event that publicly recognizes this 

fact.  We can say that Jesus’ baptism was kind of like His swearing in ceremony of sorts.  It is 

God’s public affirmation that Jesus, His Son, is our Savior and that God the Father has approved 

Him for this job of saving His people. 

     Now we all know how leaders are elected in our country.  Elections are often based on a vote 

of confidence in promises made by candidates on the campaign trail.  Well, God has made some 

promises of His own.  We can say that His “campaign promise” is forgiveness of sins and eternal 

life in heaven for all who believe in Him.  This promise was spoken in our Old Testament lesson 

for today from Isaiah 42, and it was announced all the way back at the time of creation.  God did 

not base His promise of eternal life for all people on anything we would do, but on what His Son, 

Jesus, would do.  That was the promise God made while He was on the campaign trail – a trail 

that led all the way to the cross.  The campaign began in the Garden of Eden, with the creation of 

Adam and Eve, and it ended at Calvary’s cross when Jesus was crucified.  As God traveled this 

road through history, He was intent on keeping His promise to save us – a promise that is for all 

time.  This means it will never be repealed or amended or broken.  God always keeps His Word. 



     And we see this truth in Jesus’ own life.  Have you ever noticed how Jesus was never misled 

or swayed to the right or to the left during His earthly life?  He was certainly tempted, but He 

stayed on that road and headed straight for the Jordan River to begin His ministry by being 

baptized.  That’s exactly the kind of Savior we need – one who keeps His Word and is not 

swayed, because we are just he opposite.  We get distracted all the time.  We’re sinful, we’re 

weak, we don’t keep our word.  Just consider all of the promises you made to yourself or to 

others.  How many of them are unfulfilled?  Think about the promises you made heading into 

2023.  “This year I am going to quit smoking, lose weight, or spend more time with my family.”  

Have you broken any of those promises already?  If not, wonderful, but how about last year?  

Did you keep all of the promises you made in 2022? 

     The promises we break are not because we lack good intentions.  We often have good 

intentions to keep our word, but that doesn’t matter.  The fact is, we will not keep all of our 

promises.  One of the reasons for this is that we are often afraid of the “opinion polls” in our 

lives.  We worry about what our friends would think or we find a reason to justify giving in to 

our desires.  For example, “I know I shouldn’t swear,” said the husband as he sat down for 

dinner with his wife, “but everybody talks like that at work, it’s what we do.”  “I know we 

shouldn’t live together before we’re married, but everyone is doing it and we save a lot of 

money” said the young couple who had been dating for the past 6 months.  “I know I told my son 

I wouldn’t miss his next soccer game, but working overtime will give me a chance to earn that 

promotion, which will enable us to make enough money so that I can retire early,” reasoned the 

tired office manager.  And then what happens?  We break our own campaign promises with 

ourselves and we burden ourselves with guilt and shame. 

     We even do that with God.  Many people feel they have to make a “campaign promise” with 

God in order to gain entrance into heaven.  Maybe you’ve been tempted to think that way in the 



midst of trouble and have said something like, “God if you get me out of this mess, I promise I’ll 

never miss church again.”  Well, have you kept that promise?  Even if you have kept that 

promise, that is still no reason for God to give you or anyone life with Him in heaven. 

     Eternal life is based on God’s work and His promises, not ours, and John the Baptist 

understood this in our Gospel lesson for today.  That’s why he is confused with Jesus, who is 

without sin, when He comes to him for baptism, because baptism is a gift given by God for 

sinners in order to save sinners.  John was the sinner, not Jesus.  In verse 14, John says to Jesus, 

“I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” What was Jesus doing getting baptized?  

But Jesus simply reminds John of God’s campaign promise – a promise so long in the making.  

Jesus goes on to explain that this is what God the Father wanted Him to do, to be baptized.  Since 

Jesus came to save sinners, He needed to identify with them and their need to be forgiven by 

being baptized.  In other words, as the Son of God He was announcing to the world that He had 

come to stand with sinners, not stand in judgment of them. I don’t know if John fully understood 

that, but it satisfied him and he then baptized Jesus. 

     Notice that Jesus did not try to persuade John to baptize Him with a bunch of wonderful 

sounding, but unrealistic promises.  He didn’t try to sway John with His charm or charisma like a 

politician.  Jesus simply turned John to God’s promises and reminded him that He came to fulfill 

all of God’s perfect standards.  He came to keep all of our broken promises for us.  At His 

baptism, Jesus is publicly affirming this truth as He is recognized as the Savior promised by God.  

The Holy Spirit descends on Him and connects himself to baptism and approves of Jesus as 

God’s Son.  And then God the Father, Himself, speaks saying, “This is my beloved Son, with 

whom I am well pleased.”  I’m sure those words had a tremendous effect on Jesus as it gave His 

baptism meaning and direction. 



     And the same is true with every baptism that happens today.  When water is poured over a 

person’s head and God’s Word is pronounced, all of heaven breaks loose as the Holy Spirit 

descends on that person to create faith or to strengthen faith, and God the Father says, “This is 

my child whom I love.  I am pleased with her.  I am pleased with him.”  The holy God of the 

universe can claim us sinners as His children, because baptism really washes away our sin.  The 

forgiveness we receive there is a real as the water dripping down our forehead.  And the promise 

by God that we are His children will never change. 

     Think of it this way.  If I hold up a $20 bill and ask all of you, “Who would like this $20 

bill?”  I’m sure most hands would go up.  (Some people would probably not raise their hand, 

because their skepticism would say, “What’s the catch.”)  Now, if I were to take the $20 and 

crumple it up, and asked all of you, “Who still wants this $20 bill?”  I’m sure most of the hands 

would remain raised.  But what if I took the $20 bill, stomped on it, and started to grind it into 

the floor with my shoe, and then held it up and asked, “Now who still wants it?” I’m sure most of 

the hands would still remain raised.  Why?  Because no matter what I do to the $20 bill, it’s 

value does not go down.  It’s still worth $20. 

     Many times in our lives we may feel like we are crumpled, kicked, and stomped into the 

ground by the decisions we make, the promises we break, or the circumstances that come our 

way; and we can end up feeling worthless.  But no matter what has happened to you or will 

happen, you will never lose your value in God’s eyes.  Dirty or clean, crumpled or nicely folded, 

you are priceless to God.  The worth of our lives comes not in what we do or who we know, but 

to whom we belong.  Baptism makes us God’s children and that should fill us with a desire to 

worship Him, serve Him, and give Him our very best in this new year. 

      

 


