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     Whenever we go to the movies or if you rent a movie, one of the first things that appears on 

the screen is not the movie we planned to see.  It is a preview of coming attractions; a brief 

glimpse of the highlights of a film that will be opening sometime soon.  The movie makers and 

theater owners hope that the preview will pique your interest enough to make you want to come 

back and see the whole film once it is released. 

     In our Gospel lesson for today, Peter, James, and John, the inner circle of Jesus’ disciples, 

were given a preview of coming attractions while on top of a mountain with Jesus.  And today, 

on this Transfiguration Sunday, so too, are we.  For just a moment, in our text, we get a dazzling 

preview of Jesus shining in His divine glory, like the sun.  In other words, we actually get a 

sneak peek today of Easter, the coming attraction – the triumphant climax of the epic love story 

between God and humankind. 

     But like the preview of an upcoming movie, Easter is not the film that is showing today.  It 

hasn’t opened yet; it can’t be seen in its entirety just yet.  Only a glimpse is given to us to arouse 

our interest and curiosity so that we will come back to learn more. 

     I would guess that Peter, in our text, does not think that is fair.  After all, this is the big picture 

he’s been waiting to see.  Over the past 2 or 3 years of following Jesus, he’s seen Jesus perform 

miracles; he has listened to His teachings; he confessed Jesus to be the Christ, the son of the 

living God; and in his mind, he is not going to let Jesus be arrested and put to death.  So as Peter 

is gathered there on top of a mountain with Jesus, James, and John, he sees Jesus change and 

become transformed – with His face and His clothes shining brighter than the sun, and then he 

sees Moses and Elijah, two great icons of the faith from the Old Testament, fully alive, talking 



with Jesus.  In some ways this event was almost indescribable.  Matthew says in our text that 

Jesus’ clothes were as bright as light and his face shone like the sun.  Mark, in his Gospel, says 

that Jesus’ clothes were brighter than anyone could bleach them.  Luke says in his Gospel that  

Jesus’ clothes were like lightning.  Three different ways of describing what was seemingly 

indescribable – the glory of God was shining through a person.  So I would guess at this moment 

Peter probably thought, “Wow!  This is it!  This is what I had hoped for ever since I left my 

fishing nets and started following Jesus.”  

     Now the Bible doesn’t say this, but I say this based on Peter’s reaction.  Upon seeing this take 

place, Peter says in verse 4, “Lord, it is good that we are here.  If you wish, I will make three 

tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.”  In other words, Peter wanted to 

prolong this moment.  He wanted to forget about the main feature that is about to be played out – 

namely the beginning of Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem where He will suffer and die.  Instead, Peter 

want to jump ahead to that coming attraction known as Easter that he and James and John are 

previewing right now. 

     I’m sure we’ve all had those moments where something exciting was happening in our lives 

and we just wanted to freeze the moment.  And this even happens in the church.  When I was in 

seminary the church that I attended was celebrating its 125th anniversary.  After worship the 

congregation had a big dinner and many of the people shared some of their favorite memories 

from the past.  Several of the members said there would never be another pastor as great as the 

one who had retired several years earlier and had recently died.  Others talked about how the 

church used to average over 500 people in worship on a Sunday back in the 1960s and how they 

would have to set up chairs in the narthex in order to get everyone in on Christmas and Easter.  

Some mentioned that several of their members had become pastors over the years and others 



taught in their elementary school for years.  But no one truly seized the moment by saying, “God 

has surely blessed us over the past 125 years, just imagine what God will do over the next 125 

years!”  Instead, most of the people there just wanted to freeze the moment, because attendance 

was down in worship, enrollment was down at the school, many long time members had died and 

others had moved away, so they were convinced that the church would never be as great as it 

once was.  They were convinced that their greatest years in ministry were behind them. 

     Two weeks from today, March 5, will be exactly 22 years since we held our first worship 

service as a church here in Clayton.  It was an incredible day as 123 people gathered for worship 

at the local roller skating rink.  Some of you were there.  Months of work went into planning for 

that first worship service and when it was over, I realized that I couldn’t just stay there and 

celebrate that moment for very long, because we had to do it all over again next Sunday – but 

now we only had a week to prepare instead of several months.  I’m glad we didn’t freeze that 

moment.  Instead, God enabled us to seize the moment by reaching out to others with invitations 

to come and worship with us, buying land a few years later, building this wonderful facility, and 

creating a variety of different ministries.  It has been a great 22 years, and a challenging 22 years, 

but I truly believe that our greatest years in ministry are ahead of us as there are more people 

than ever living around us in our communities who do not know Jesus as their Savior.  So we 

have more work to do, we need to seize the moment, as we have an amazing opportunity every 

day to make even more followers of Jesus by Sharing His Word and Living His Love. 

     Jesus knew there was more work to be done in His ministry, namely His suffering and death 

on the cross, so that all people of every generation could live with Him.  So as quickly as 

everything happened on top of that mountain, all of a sudden it was over.  The dazzling clothes, 

Moses, Elijah, and the cloud were all gone.  And the next day Jesus led those 3 disciples back 



down the mountain – to the plains and the valleys – meaning, back down to reality where the life 

of discipleship, the life of being a follower of God was lived out. 

     While those disciples spent 3 years with Jesus and saw Him do some amazing things, Jesus is 

probably not going to dazzle us by appearing before us in bright clothes.  God is not going to 

overwhelm us with His booming voice from the sky, like He did for the disciples on top of the 

mountain and like He did for people when Jesus was baptized.  So where can we go to 

experience Jesus, to be touched by Him, to be strengthened and comforted by Him, and to be 

reassured that He is always with us?  There answer is right here, it’s called the Bible, the Word 

of God.  When we get into the Word, it is there that Jesus will speak to us, and comfort us, and 

guide us through this sinful world.  The Word of God is our mountain. 

     And there is another place we can go – it’s called the Church, and in the Church Jesus comes 

to us not only through His Word, but also through His Sacraments of Baptism and Communion 

to forgive us and strengthen us.  Those Sacraments are also our mountain, and they assure us of 

God’s love for us. 

     If you are having some doubts about Jesus’ love for you.  If you’re having a hard time 

believing that Jesus is always with you.  If you’re struggling with the reality that God forgives 

the thousands of sins you and others commit every day.  If you are unsure about who God is, 

then go to the Word of God today and throughout the week, come to the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion and confess your doubts; it’s ok to have doubts and questions, and let Jesus speak to 

you and comfort you, because as you do, you may find yourself speaking the words of Peter, 

“Lord, it is good to be here.”  During the days and weeks ahead, as we focus on the main 

attraction, a season we call Lent – a 40 day journey that begins this Wednesday in which we 

remember the difficult valley of trial and suffering that Jesus endured for us so we could live, I 



pray that you will seize the moments to follow Jesus wherever He may lead you – to the 

mountains, to the valleys, to the cross this Wednesday with ashes, and then far, far beyond.      


