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     Twenty years ago a man named Kim Sun-il went to work in Iraq for a South Korean company 

that supplied goods to the U.S. Army.  While he was fluent in Arabic and held degrees in English 

and theology, his purpose in going to work for this company was to gain entrance into the 

country in order to serve as a quiet Christian missionary to Iraq.  Sadly, about a year later he was 

kidnapped by terrorists and was killed. 

     Can you imagine willingly serving as a missionary in a war zone, as Kim did?  I don’t think 

any of us would choose to do such a thing as many of us probably get a little nervous when we 

simply try telling a friend about Jesus.  Many churches, in an effort to remind their members of 

the privilege they have in telling others about Jesus, will put the following sign at their parking lot 

exit: “You Are Now Entering The Mission Field.”  It is a reminder that upon leaving worship, 

having heard the word of God, received His body and blood in Holy Communion, and 

experienced His love through the fellowship and support of others, we should be changed in some 

way or we should have a desire to tell others about Jesus, because of what He has done and 

continues to do for us every day. After all, there are many people all around us who may know of 

Jesus, but they do not know Him or have a relationship with Him as their Lord and Savior. 

     We are in a season in the church known as Epiphany.  Every year on January 6, 13 days after 

Christmas, we celebrate Epiphany, in which we remember how the Wise Men followed a star in 

order to find baby Jesus, worship Him, and present Him with gifts fit for a king.  The word 

“Epiphany” means “an appearing” or “a revealing.”  The season lasts for 5-8 weeks in the church 

and during this time we also remember how Jesus was revealed as God’s Son and Savior at His 

baptism, that we celebrated last week, and we will see over the next few weeks how people were 

called to follow Jesus and how they responded to His teachings. 



     But every year during this season I try to imagine what life was like for the Wise Men before 

and after they found Jesus.  After following a star for a long distance for many months, looking 

for the newborn King of the Jews, I wonder what they thought when they saw baby Jesus?  After 

all, they didn’t find Jesus in a royal setting, surrounded by dignitaries and religious leaders.  

Instead, they found him in a rather ordinary setting with simple, ordinary people.  And I wonder 

if, upon finding baby Jesus under the star in that setting did any of them say, “Wait a minute, this 

doesn’t seem right.  Are we talking about the same child – the newborn king of the Jews?”  They 

could easily have turned around and headed back home, but instead when they saw that child, 

they bowed down and worshipped Him.  In that child they saw and recognized the Son of God.  

It was truly an epiphany moment for them, as they worshipped Him and presented Him with gifts 

of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

     I wonder, then, what the Wise Men told others as they traveled back home?  Having seen their 

Savior, did they tell everyone they met, “You have got to come and see the Savior who has been 

born for you.  We can’t fully describe it, you just have to come and see.”  I can’t imagine that 

they returned home as the same guys as when they left, knowing they had seen and maybe 

touched their Savior.  So when we leave here on a Sunday, what do we tell people?  When we 

invite people to join us for worship, what do we want them to see?  Our beautiful building, our 

great selection of refreshments, our playgrounds?  No, as wonderful as those things are, we want 

them to see Jesus.  He is the motivation behind our invitations to come and see. 

     Many years ago I heard a pastor tell a story about 2 men who had been business partners for 

20 years.  One Sunday morning they accidentally ran into each other on a sidewalk and one 

asked the other, “What are you doing here this morning?”  The second man replied, “I’m going 

to play golf.  But what about you, where are you going all dressed up?”  The first man said, “I’m 

going to church, it’s where I go every Sunday morning.”  The second man said, “Church?  Why 



don’t you give up that church stuff?”  “What do you mean?” said the first man.  “Well,” said the 

other man, “We have been partners for 20 years.  We’ve worked together, had lunch together, 

and all these 20 years you have never talked to me about going to church.  You have never even 

invited me to go with you.  Obviously, it doesn’t mean that much to you.” 

     That story made a lasting impression on me, because you can’t argue with the logic.  If Jesus 

is the joy of our lives, and through faith in Him we experience the wonder of His love and 

forgiveness, so that our lives have been changed or so that our lives are filled with joy, peace, 

and love for others, then surely we should want to pass that along to others. 

     The people in our Gospel lesson were so excited to find Jesus that they dropped everything 

and started following Him.  Knowing or perhaps sensing that people were following Him, Jesus 

turned to them and asked, “What are you seeking?”  It was an obvious question that any of us 

would ask if people were following us, but it was also a penetrating question meant to get those 

who follow Jesus to think about what they expect to get from Him.  Before we consider their 

answer, maybe we should think about how we would respond if Jesus all of a sudden appeared 

right before us this morning and asked, “What you are you doing here?  What do you want?  Do 

you want help dealing with your daily burdens?  Do you want me to make your life easier?  Do 

you want me to make you popular?  Do you want forgiveness for something?” 

     When these followers responded to Jesus by asking, “Rabbi, where are you staying?” their 

question indicated that they wanted to know more about Him and to get from Him what He had 

to offer them.  The rest of the text goes on to say that Andrew was so excited that he went to his 

brother, Simon Peter, and told him, “We have found the Messiah – come and see” as he brought 

Peter to Jesus. 

     I have always prayed that every time we gather here for worship and experience the presence 

of Jesus in this place that we will leave here changed and filled with excitement, wanting to tell 



others about Jesus.  Why?  Because outside of Jesus there is no hope of eternal life for anyone; 

and I want you and everyone I know and everyone I meet to have eternal life in heaven someday.  

But if we don’t tell people this news, especially to people we know, then who will? 

     We can make a tremendous impact on people we know – family, friends, neighbors, co-

workers, and others every day.  For example, have you ever tried a product or purchased an item, 

because someone you know recommended it to you?  Have you ever gone to a restaurant 

recommended by a friend?  Have you ever watched a movie, because someone else said it was 

great or they thought you would enjoy it?  My point is: are you more likely to try something 

recommended by someone you know or by a stranger?  Normally we are going to follow a 

recommendation from someone we know. 

     “Come and see” is a simple invitation we can make to everyone we know.  You don’t have to 

know all the answers to questions about faith and Jesus; you don’t even need any specialized 

training to tell people, “Come and see.”  We all have a story of faith to tell or a story of what 

brought us here to this place, and the more we tell our faith story, the stronger it will be.  In other 

words, sharing our faith enriches our faith. 

     So what do we see in Jesus?  The Wise Men saw their Savior and they were changed. Andrew 

and Peter saw Him as the Lamb of God, the promised Messiah, and they followed Him. We should 

see Him as the God who loved us so much that He was willing to leave the joy of heaven to come 

down to this world and become one of us – to live among us and to die for us, so we could live with 

Him forever. We should see Him as the Lord of heaven and earth, who wants to have a relationship 

with us. And we should see Him as the One who has led us to this church for a reason, at this time 

when people are moving to this area from all over the world, where there is an exciting opportunity 

to help grow His kingdom so that others may come and see and know Him as their Savior.       

       


