
“A Discovery That Changed The World” 

Matthew 28:1-10 

April 9, 2023 

 

     Throughout history, there have been significant events in our world that humanity points to 

and says, “That changes everything.”  Go back to the days when fire was discovered.  This gave 

people a new way to stay warm, a new source of light, and new ways to cook food.  No more 

huddling together for warmth in the dark of night and having to eat raw plants and meat.  With 

fire, that changes everything.  Think about the invention of the wheel, which made it possible for 

people to move heavy loads from one place to another.  No more having to keep things in one 

place or needing several people to move something heavy.  A wheel – that changes everything.  

Go back to the 1400s when Gutenberg invented the printing press.  This finally made it possible 

to print the written word of God and to distribute it to large groups of people.  That changes 

everything.  In the last century or so we’ve seen the discovery of electricity, the invention of the 

light bulb, the first car roll off an assembly line, and the Wright brothers fly.  It’s pretty obvious 

with those inventions “that changes everything.”  And in my adult years, we’ve seen the rise of 

computers, the internet, cell phones, and wireless communications.  As we know, “that changes 

everything.” 

     Certainly these are all monumental events in human history, but none of them are as 

significant as the life of Jesus.  So significant is Jesus’ life, ministry, death, and resurrection, that 

our entire calendar is based on Him.  But what makes Jesus so important?  Above all, it was His 

resurrection; the empty tomb that was found on that Easter morning so many years ago.  Nothing 

else even comes close to so completely changing the world as Jesus’ resurrection.  More than 

anything else in all of history, the resurrection of Jesus “changes everything.” 



     Sadly, though, there are some people who deny the resurrection of Jesus.  The whole idea is 

just too ridiculous for them.  There is no way it can be true.  But to all who do believe in it, there 

is something wholly life-changing about the words, “He is risen!”  And for almost 2000 years, 

the Christian Church has been proclaiming a risen, living, loving, forgiving, grace-filled God.  

Why?  Because of the resurrection of Jesus. 

     Without the resurrection, the Church would not exist, and Jesus and His teachings would 

hardly have been remembered.  The resurrection changed the world forever as Jesus defeated 

death.  It was an event that announced to the world that a new age, a new relationship with God 

had started.  Through Jesus’ resurrection, we are no longer condemned to death; we are 

considered to be holy and righteous in God’s eyes and will live forever.  It is the reason we do 

not fear death.  It is the reason that churches are filled today.  {It’s the reason we get up early 

today to be in worship at 7:00am.}  It is the reason that so many of us have been changed and 

continue to change, as we deny ourselves each day, take up our cross, and follow Jesus.  It is the 

reason that billions of people around the world are able to face the challenges and difficulties of 

life with courage, hope, and thanksgiving. 

     It was Jesus’ resurrection that transformed a group of dispirited, frightened disciples that had 

failed Jesus miserably on several different occasions, into a group that eventually was willing to 

give their lives for the sake of Jesus, so that others would know about His love and His work that 

He did for us.  It was Jesus’ resurrection that set into motion this wonderful news that through 

Him we are forgiven of all our sins.  And this news has been proclaimed to nearly the entire 

world, and it has changed humanity.  As we consider the entire Gospel story and see the results 

of the resurrection of Jesus, we can say nothing less than, “that changes everything.” 



     But, do we really feel changed this morning?  What I mean is here we are, it is Easter 

morning and we know for a fact that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive today, but we’re not 

acting like those women did on that first Easter morning.  We’re not running with fear and great 

joy to tell everyone that news today.  Why?  Because the problem for us is that we already know 

on Good Friday what will happen 3 days later.  Easter is not a surprise for us.  We spend days, 

even weeks preparing for it.  We plan the family gathering, the meal, and what we’re going to 

wear today as though we just naturally expect Jesus to be raised from the dead.  As a result, by 

next Sunday, for many people, it’s just not that exciting anymore and attendance in churches 

goes way down, because we truly never experienced just how horrible those 3 dreadful days 

were for the followers and friends of Jesus. 

     When the women went to Jesus’ tomb on Easter morning, they went for one reason – to 

mourn as they finished embalming his body.  On Friday night, as Jesus’ body was placed in the 

tomb, the women really didn’t have a chance to embalm his body as the Sabbath was about to 

begin – which meant they needed to be home with their families as no work was to be done.  But 

early on Easter morning, the Sabbath was over and the women needed to mourn Jesus’ death one 

final time by finishing the embalming of his body so they could move on with their lives, 

knowing that Jesus was gone forever. 

     However, when the women arrived and saw the angel, heard the miraculous news, and looked 

inside the empty tomb, the agenda for the day and for the rest of their lives was instantly 

changed.  This was not a time for mourning.  This was not an ending.  This was the beginning of 

a whole new world.  No wonder they ran from the tomb filled with fear and great joy.  They saw 

Jesus die.  They saw His dead body placed in the tomb.  They saw a huge rock placed in front of 



the tomb so no one could get in and take the body, but now the tomb is empty.  Can this really be 

true?  Is Jesus really alive?  So they ran to tell the disciples. 

     Only when we clearly know that Jesus was dead to the point where we never expect to see 

Him on earth again, do our hearts literally jump with joy when He reappears on Easter fully 

alive.  Only when we have heard the mournful words of those who had taken His body down 

from the cross, prepared it quickly for burial, and borrowed a tomb in which to lay Jesus’ body 

can we catch an idea of the emotions of this day, when Jesus suddenly appears alive again to 

these women, the disciples, and to others.  For these people there had been no expectation of 

Easter, even though Jesus had told them that it would happen.  And so, for a few days these 

people just sat numb and lost without any idea of what might happen next. 

     But since we already know the Good News that Jesus has defeated death, is risen from the dead, 

and is alive forever, how should we respond to hearing this news once again today?  The 

resurrection of Jesus changed everything.  It gave to our world, to all people, a new hope, a new 

beginning, and a new life.  Sin has been defeated and with that defeat, Jesus invites us to live with 

Him forever.  So how are we going to respond to that invitation?  Today we are beginning a new 4-

week sermon series titled, “RSVP – Responding To God’s Invitation,” and whenever we receive an 

invitation to an event, we are usually expected to do something – to respond, to RSVP.  Now we’re 

probably not going to run from the church today to tell everyone that Jesus is alive, but like we saw 

in our opening video, when exciting things happen in our lives – especially things that change our 

lives – we want to tell others, so they will celebrate with us.  This wonderful, life changing news of 

Jesus’ resurrection should be something we want to share with others, with a sense of urgency, 

because there are people dying every day who don’t know this news, who have rejected this news, 

or who don’t have time for this news, and we should want them to celebrate with us. 



     The resurrection is the defining moment in all of history, because with Jesus there is 

forgiveness and life.  The resurrection of Jesus is God’s great and final proof that Good Friday 

worked.  And the world has never been the same since, as millions upon millions of lives have 

changed because of it.  As Christ was raised from the dead and lives, then so shall we, and that 

changes everything.  


